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ST er ee 


To the Right Honourable 


J O N, 


Earl of ORRE RY, 


My if O R D, 
FOUR Lordfhip’s per- 


miffion to prefix your 
name to this Tranfla- 
tion was an honour too great 
for a work fo inconfiderable, 
and which indeed I had not 
adventured to follicit, but 
that PHALARIS_ feemd 
to have a claim to your pro- 
tection; and I flatter’d my- 
felf, however unbecoming his 
A 3 drefs, 


DEDICATION. 


drefs, the efteem, in which he 
was held by the late Lord 
Orrery, would recommend him 
to your Lordfhip, and could 
not fail of fecurmg him a fa- 
vourable reception. 

Tuts will find your Lord- 
{hip, removed from the norfe 
and bufile of a venal idle 
worid,in a peaceful retirement, 
where your hours are employ- 
ed in a manner very different 
from others of your rank and 
{tation, in the ftudy of polite 
literature, and the enjoyment 
of that ‘domeftic happinefs, 
which 1s the beft reward of 
honour and virtue. 

From. your Lordfhip’s 
compleat knowledge of the 

Original, 


DEDICATION. 
Original, I have reafon to fear 
the fevereft judgment on the 
Tranflation ; but, as your 
Lordfhip is fufficiently ac- 
quainted with the difficulty of 
transtufing the ftrength and 
{pirit of one language into a- 
nother, I hope you will the 
more readily pardon the faults, 
and excufe the inaccuracies of 
the following performance , 
which is humbly fubmitted to 


your Lordfhip, by 
My Lord, 
Your Lordfhip’s 
moft devoted 
moft obedient 


humble Servant 


T. FRANCKLIN, 
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PREFACE. 


\HE RE isnt kind of wri- 


, ting, which can boaft of 

& more admirers than the 
epiftolary; The letters of the Greeks 
and Romans, which have been pre- 
ferved, are look’d upon by the learned. 
world as the moft precious remaitis 
of antiquity; This may eafily be ac- 
counted for, when we confider that 
the real charaGers of great men are 
perhaps better known by fuch pri- 
Vate anecdotes as are ufually inter- 
{perfed in thefe friendly cortefpon= 
dencies, than in the pompous ac- 
counts of their public tranfadions, 
which we'learn from the hiftorian. 
B We 
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We take a pleafure in feeing the 
-prince, the lawgiver, the orator, :or 
-the poet, in the humbler fphere of 
' domeftic life, and writing without 
art or referve as‘a father, a brother, 
ot afriend. We are proud of be- 
ing, as it were, admitted to a fe- 
cret intimacy with fuch men; a 
kind of pride, which may not im- 
probably be aneiced with a mali- 
cious fatisfaction in difcovering their 
weaknefles and. imperfections, and 
finding them fometimes on a level 
with ange! lves. 7 

ee ne indeed, and particularly of 
date years,have appear’d, which were 
ccreiaee wrote with a defign of 
being made public. Thofe of Bal- 
zac, V oiture, Pope, and feveral o- 
thers, are apparently wrote more to 
the reader than the friend ; which 
muft do epee deprive us £ great 
part of that pleafure we fhould o- 
therwife take in therm. 
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The following Epiffles, afcribed 
to Phalaris, were received as his 
for above a thoufand years, and 
look’d upon by the antients as the 
moft perfect things of their kind. 
Suidas, Stobéus, Photius, Aretine, 
and many other eminent writers, 
give them the higheft charaéter, 
and even thofe few, who deny or 
doubt the genuinenefs of them, 
have not refufed them the com- 
mendations, which they deferve. 

But before I enter into the me- 
tits of the Epiftles, it may not be 
improper to make the reader ac- 
quainted (as far as the dark hiftory 
of thofe times will give us leave) 
with the celebrated tyrant, whofe 
name they bear. 

Phalaris was born at Afiypalea, 
a city of Crete; where, though 
deprived of his parents when young, 
he had the good fortune to meet 
with friends, who beftow’d on him 
a liberal education; by the affift- 

| a ea ance 
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ance of which, together with the 
advantage of uncommon parts and 
application, he acquired great know- 
ledge in the art of government. 
But, being from his infancy bold 
and afpiring, he engaged in an un~ 
eh 2 ROR 

fuccefsful attempt to feize the fu- 

°(1.? 
preme power , and was banifh’d 
cut of Crete; from whence he re- 
tired, leaving his wife and fon be- 
hind him, to grigentum in Sicily; 
where the people, whom he had 


artfully perfuaded into an opinion 
of his wifdom and courage, being 
at that time engaged in building 
their temple, appointed him chief 
furveyor of the works. He laid 
hold of the opportunity, and hav- 
ing gain’d the whole body of la- 
bourers to his party, with no other 
arms but their tools, he fo conduct- 
ed his hazardous enterprize as to 
terrify and fubdue the inhabitants, 
and make himfelf mafter of the 
eity, in the fifty-fecond Olympiad, 

and 
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and reign’d there, according to 
Eufebius, twenty-eight, or, accord- 
ing to others, fixteen years. A 
power fo acquired could not be 
maintain’d without fome bloodthed, 
and before he had fix’d himfelf in 
the government, many confpiracies 
muft of courfe have been form’d 
againft him; all which he was fo 
fortunate as to difcover and fup- 
prefs. Necefiity obliged him to 
take ample revenge on fuch as were 
concern’d in them ; and to this 
unavoidable cruelty, which in his 
Epifiles he {fo frequently endeavours 
to palliate and excufe, we muft a- 
{cribe the many odious names, with 
which he is branded in_hiftory. 

It has frequently been obje&ted, 
that hiftorians reprefent him as the 
moft cruel and deteftable tyrant, 
and allow him none of thofe amia- 
ble qualities, which shefe Epiffles 
fo liberally beftow on him. But 
this is methinks a difheulty very 


lo 
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eafily got over; for befides that a 
perfectly bad man, without one 
virtue to recammend him, is per- 
haps as rarely to be met with, as 
the perfect wife, or good, it 1s 
fcarce probable that Phalarss would 
fo long have held the power he 
had ufurp’d without fome diftin- 
euifhable good qualities to extenu- 
ate his faults, ‘and ¢onciliate the 
affe&tions of his people. 

I fhajl pafs over the ftory of 
Perilaus, as it is generally known, 
and becaufe the principal circum; 
{tances of it are mention’d both in 
the Phalaris of Lucian, and in {e- 
veral of thefe Epi/tles. ae 

_Phalaris, by his courage and 
gondud, fubdued feveral nations, 
and according to Suidas made 
himfelf mafter of all Sicily, ‘That 
he was a great friend and patron 
of learning and learned men fuf- 
pee - he as a : 
ficiently appears’ from his behavi- 
pur to Stefichorus, a celebrated 

< poet 
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poet of Himera in Sicily, and 
a man of the firft rank for wif- 
dom and authority amongft his 
fellow-citizens. © The Aimereans, 
contrary to his advice, chofe Pha- 
Jaris for their guardian and pro- 
tector; but quickly repenting of 
their mitondacl Stefichorus was 
extremely active in promoting the 
defign of a revolt. Being inter- 
cepted in his paflage to Crake he 
was brought before Phalaris, at 1ere 
he behaved with a firmnefs and 
intrepidity, which ftruck the tyrant 
with fuch an efteem and admira- 
tion of him as probably laid the 
foundation of . that memorable 
friend{hip between them {fo often 
mention’d in the Egi/les. 

In regard to the manner Sh ee 
laris's death we have no account 
which can be relied on, as authors 
are much divided about it; though 
the moft generally received opinion 
is, that having maintain’d the ty- 
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ranny fome years, not without per: 
petual factions, and the utmoft dif- 
quietude, the people at laft rofe up, 
and ey d him. 

s Greece was in thofe ages an 
i ftranger to tyranny and ar- 
bitrary power, (for according to 
Pliny he was ‘che firft tyrant that 
ever reign) it is no wonder that 
the Agrigentines, even tho’ ‘Phalaris 
had been a much milder mafter, 
fhould endeavour to fhake off the 
yoke; or that they fhould, as 
Plutarch informs us, iminediaeee 
ly after his death fend forth ftric 
orders forbidding any man to wear 
a blue garment; which it feerns 
was the colour worn by Phalaris’s 
guards ; that fo not the leaft trace 
or footftep might remain of a form 
of governmen t, which they held i in 
the § creatett deteftation, 
OTe will naturally be ex pected that 
y fhould here & ay fomething of the 
celebrated difpute between. the late 


lord 
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ford Orrery and doctor Bentley 
concerning zhefe Epiftles. It will, 
I think, be fufficient to inform the 
unlearned reader (which all befides 
are already acquainted with) that in 
the year 1695, the late lord Or- 
rery, by the defire of doctor A- 
drich, then dean of Chrifi-Church, 

ut out a new and correct edition 
of the Epifiles with a Latin tranfla- 
tion. A reflection on doctor Bent- 
Jey in the preface occafion’d a {mall 
quarrel between them, which pro- 
duced a book, publifh’d about two 
years and a half after by the doc- 
tor, call’d, 4 differtation on the E- 
piftles of Phalaris. The -differtation 
was anfwer’d by mr. Boyle, and re- 
plied to by door Benzley. ‘The 
controverfy was on both fides car- 
ried on with great learning and 
fpirit, and convinced the world that 
no fubjeé&t was fo inconfiderable, 
but, if in the hands of able men, 


might 
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might produce fomething worthy 
of their attention. : 

| I never heard my lord Orrery’s 
| abilities as a {cholar call’d in que- 
| flion, and doctor Bentley was al- 
ways look’d on as a man of wit 
i and parts, and yet I have been af- 
| fured that, whilft the difpute was 
ii in its height, the partizans of each 
fide behaved with a partiality, u- 
fual in fuch cafes. The friends of 
i Phalaris and mr. Boyle would not 
allow their adverfary any wit, whilft 
the doétor’s advocates on the o- 
ther hand made it their bufi- 
i nefs to reprefent mr. Boyle as void 
of learning ; and attributed all the 
merit of his book to the affiftance 
of fome men of diftinguifh’d merit 
i in the college and univerfity, of 
| which he was member, and fo far 
did this malicious affertion prevail, 

| that doctor Swift alludes to it as a 

| fact in his battle of the books, where 


| 
} he 


a 


The PREFACE. Xi 


he fays, that Boyle had a fuit of 
armour given him by all the gods. 
Many indeed, who gave into this 
foolifh opinion, did at the fame 
time allow, in juftice to the late 
lord Orrery, that if the weapons 
were put into his hand he had at 
leaft the {kill to manage them to 
the beft advantage. 

To recompenfe any uneafinefs, 
which might arife from reports of 
this kind, mr. Boy/e had the fecret 
fatisfaGtion of feeing his enemies, 
whilft they endeavour’d to lefien 
his reputation, pay him the higheft 
compliment, by attributing his 
work to the Literati of Chri/f- 
Church; who, if they had really 
been concern’d in it any farther 
than in cafual hints of converfation 
on the fubje&, would I believe long 
before this time have clear’d their 
titles to a fhare in the reputation 
acquired by it; which as they 
have never yet done, I fee no rea- 
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fon why mr. Boyle fhould not be 
look’d upon as the fole author of 
that piece; or why, as the labour 
and the merit of it was his own, 
his claim to the deferved applaufe 
it has met with fhould ever for the 
future be call’d in queftion. 

It was indeed this celebrated con- 
troverfy, which firft induced me 
to read, and afterwards to tranflate 
thefe Epifiles, that fach as had not 
feen it might by this means be ac- 
quainted with the fubjeé, and bet- 
ter enabled to judge of its merit. 
To the difpute itfelf therefore I re- 
fer the reader, and flatter myfelf 
that however unentertaining the E- 
pifiles may prove, he will at leaft 
think himfelf obliged to me for 
leading him to a book that will 
make him fufficient amends. 

I know there are ftill many, who 
have never read the controverfy ; 
and yet more, who are utter ftran- 
gers to the fubject of it, who ne- 

verthelefs 
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verthelefs pronounce them genuine 
or {purious, according to their dif- 
ferent prejudices in regard to the 
two illuftrious difputants. I muft 
beg fuch to confult rhe Jetters; tho’ 
I think the difpute, however deter- 
mined, does not in the leaft affe@ 
a tranflator of them. If the rea- 
der finds the matter and bufinefs 
of them more anfwerable to the 
- character given them by fir Wi/- 
liam Temple *, than that beftow’d 

on 


* The honourable fir William Temple’s character of 
the Epijtles of Phalaris : 

«¢ It may perhaps be farther affirm’d, in favour of 
“¢ the antients, that the oldeft books we have are ftill 
‘¢ in their kind the beft. ‘The two moft antient that 
«¢ | know of in profe, among thofe we call profane 
«* authors, are 4/op’s Fables and Phalaris’s Epittles ; 
*¢ both living near the fame time, which was that of 
“© Cyrus and Pythagoras. As the firft hath been 
“agreed by all ages fince for the greateft mafter in 
« his kind; and all others of that fort have been but 
<¢ ymitators of his original; fo I think the Epiftles 
“< of Phalaris to have more race, more fpirit, more 
“< force of wit and genius than any others I have ever 
‘¢ feen, either antient or modern. [I know feveral 
<< learned men (or that ufually pafs for fuch, under 
*¢ the name of critics) have not efteem’d them ge- 
€ nuine, and that Politian and fome others have at+ 


q 
rf 


© tributed 
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on them by doctor Bentley +, he 
will not I believe be extremely fo- 
licitous about their author. It has 
been affirm’d, that Virgil did not 
write the “nerd, nor Tacitus the 
Annals, which are afcribed to him ; 

and 


“¢ tributed them to Lucian; but I think he muft have 
“¢ little fkill in painting that eannot find out this to be 
“¢ an original ; fuch diverfity of paffions upon fuch va- 
“* riety of actions and paflages of life and govern- 
«* ment, fuch freedom of thought, fuch boldnefs of 
“* expreffion, fuch bounty to his friends, fuch fcorn 
‘ of his enemies, fuch honour of learned men, fuch 
<* efteem of good, fuch knowledge of life, fuch con- 
‘* tempt of death, with fuch fiercenefs of nature and 
“¢ cruelty of revenge, could never be reprefented but 
* by him that poflefs’d them. And I efteem Lucian 
“* to have been no more capable of writing than of 
6¢ acting what Phalaris did. In all one writ you find 
“¢ the fcholar or the fophift: in all the other the ty- 
** rant or the commander.”  LE/fay upon antient and 
modern learning. 


t+ Dr. Bentley’s chara€ter of the Epi/fles of Phala- 
TUS. 
“* That fome of the olde/t books are the beft in their 
¢< finds, is no new obfervation; but the choice of 
“¢ Phalaris and 4 fop, as they are now extant, for 
the two great inimitable originals, is a piece of cti- 
** ticilm of a peculiar complexion, and muft proceed 
“¢ from a fingularity of palate and judgment. The 
‘ cenfures, that are made from file and language a+ 
“* lone, are commonly nice and uncertain, and de« 
‘pend upon flender notices. So that if I had no 
6© other 
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and there is {carce an author in al] 
antiquity, whofe works have not 
been difputed by fome {fagacious 
critic, and declared f{purious. 
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other argument but the ftile to dete& the {puri- 
oufnefs of Phalaris’s Epiftles, I myfelf fhould be 
fatished with that alone, but I durft not hope to 
convince every body elfe. To pafs by the argu- 
ments from words and language, to me the very 
matter and bufinefs of the letters fufficiently difco- 
ver them to be animpofture. What force of wit 
and fpirit in the ftile, what lively painting of hu- 
mourfome fancy they difcern there, I will not exa- 
mine nor difpute. But methinks little fenfe and 
judgment is fhewn in the gsroundwork and fubjec& 
of them. ‘T'ake them im the whole bulk; if a 
great perfon would give me leave, I fhould favs 
they are a fardle of common places, without any 
life or fpirit from aétion or circumftance. Do but 
caft your eye upon Cicero’s letters, or any ftatef- 
man’s, as Phalaris was; what lively characters of 
men there ! what defcriptions of place! what no- 
tifications of time! what particularity of circum- 
ftances! what multiplicity of deligns and events! 
when you return to thefe again, you feel by the 
emptinefs and deadnefs of them, that you converle 
with fome dreaming pedant with his elbow on the 
defk ; not with an active ambitious tyrant, with 
his hand on his {word, commanding a million of 
fubjects. All that takes or effects you is a ftiffnefs, 
and ftatelinefs, and operofenefs of ftile: but as that 
is improper and unbecoming in all epiftles, fo e- 
fpecially it is quite aliene from the character of 
Phalaris, a man of bufinefs and difpatch,”?. Doéor 
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I have not enter’d into any of 
the points of the controverfy, as it 
would be a difagreeable as well as 
an unneceffary tafk; but fhall only 
obferve, that tho’ feveral very {pe- 
cious arguments are brought by 
doctor Bentley, the ftrongeft of 
them do only affect particular E- 
piftles; which, as mr. Boyle ob- 
ferves, ‘ do not hurt the whole 
“ body; for in a collection of 
“* pieces that have no dependence 
“ on each other, as epiftles, epi~ 
« orams, fables, the firft num- 
«© ber may be encrealed by the wan- 
“< tonnefs and vanity of imitators 
“in after-times, and yet the book 
‘“ be authentic in the main, and 
<< an original fill.” | | 

Some have attributed she/e Epi 
files to Lucian, and particularly 

Angelus Politianus, Lilius Giral- 
dus, and Bourdelotius, but for 
what reafons I cannot conceive ; 
unlefs,’ as mr. Boyle obferved, on 

account 
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account of the two following de- 
clamations ; which, as they contain 
an artful defence of the fuppofed. 
author of the Epifles, and are the 
performance of a writer univerfally 
admired, I have prefix’d to this 
tranflation. | 

The firft is an oration of the 
ambaffladors of Phalaris to the 
priefts of Delphos, to whom he is 
fuppofed to have dedicated the fa- 
mous Brazen Bull, after havine ta- 
ken out Perilaus alive, that {o no~ 
ble a prefent defign’d for the Gods 
fhould not be contaminated by his 
death; neither of which remarkas 
ble circumftances are mention’d in 
the Epiftles ; where the hiftory and 
behaviour of Phalaris are reprefent- 
ed in a manner very different from 
that, which we meet with in Lveian 


dna LY 5) 
who defcribes him as conteffing his 


guilt, pleads for pardon with moft 
fubmiffion, and aés in a mean and 
timorous manner, very inconfiftent 

c with 
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with his received character, anda 
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without that infolence, pride, and 
fiercenefs, which fo ftrongly mark 
the tyrant in the Epiftles. 

The fecond, which is much fhort- 
er, isa fpeech of one of the priefts, 
who endeavours to perfuade his bre- 
thren to accept of the prefent, and 
feems meant by Lucian as a kind of 
fatirical invective againft the avarice 
and felfifhnefs of thofe, who prefid+ 
ed over the bufinefs of the oracle. 
Whatever was the defign of them 
both I cannot determine ; but it 1s 
certain they are fo diftant from the 
Epiftles in fle, fentiment, and every 
other circumftance, that we cannot 
eafily believe them to be the work 
of the fame author. 

As thefe Epifiles have of late 
ears, and particularly during the 
‘me of the celebrated controverly, 


it is very extraordinary that we fhould 
never yet have had any tolerable 
sood 
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good tranflation of them into our 
“fl tongue. 

ite Budgel has given us a few 
neh letters in lis life of lord 
Orrery; where he has taken the h- 
berty of flinging out or inferting feve- 
ral words or ae ee as he thought 
proper; an indulgence, which. a 
Pantohar of the whole fhould not, 
J think, be allow’d. 

There is a tranflation of them (i 
it may, be call’dfuch) by mr. ie bate ey 
of Magdalen College, hun nas 
contrary to the cuftom,of tran! (laid, 
feems. to. have had a an con- 
temptible crab of his. author ; 
and as he thoyght but meanly t 
the original he ie taken care not 
to flatter him in, his pidiare ; for it 
his defign,. which was indeed a 


very odd one, was. to: pr cjudice his 


L, 


book, it has 


° 
wr 
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readers againit the 

fufficie ntly. anfwer d the purpote. 
Befides this very “fae reprefen- 
tation of Pdalaris, 1 met with ano- 
ey ther 
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ther printed in 1634, where the 


author confeffes in his preface that 
he had no {kill in Greek, but had 
done it from the moft approved 
tranflations in three feveral lan- 
cuages. 

I cannot but in juftice acknow- 
ledge myfelf much indebted to the 
accurate and eloquent LLatim ver- 
fion of the Epifiles by the late 
lord Orrery; which was of great 
fervice to me in explaining fome 
very obfcure paflages. The whole 
is fo juftly and at the {fame time 
fo clofely render’d, that if I had 
faithfully tranflated them — from 
mr. Boyle, I am fatisfy’d, had I 
been as utter a ftranger to the 
Greek tongue as the gentleman IJ 
jut now mention’d, unlefs I had 
chofe like him to confefs my ig- 
morance, very few would have been 
able to difcover it. , 

In regard to the merit of the 
following work, I {hall only fay, 

that 
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that it was at firft done with plea- 
fure for private amufement, and 
{ince revifed with care for public 
perufal. I have endeavour’d, as 
much as poflible, to retain that 
{pirit and fimplicity fo remarkable 
in the original, and have neither 
added to nor omitted any fenti- 
ment of my author; but where 
the fenfe was obfcure, as I found 
it in many places, have given that, 
which feem’d moft agreeable to 
the fubje&, and of a piece with 
what goes before it. 

I have added a few Epifiles, ex- 
tracted from the collection publifh’d 
by Cujacius. Thofe of Euripides,con- 
trary to the opinion of the learned 
profefior Barnes, who afferts them 
to be genuine, have been look’d 
upon “by Rina as {purious, and 
particularly by dr. Bentley, who 
has attack’d them in a fhort piece 
added to his Differtation ou Pha- 
faris. What I have given the rea- 

3 der 
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der from A2/chines and Demofthenes 
have, I believe, never yet been con- 
troverted, but have had the good 
fortune to be efteem’d highly wor- 
thy a place among the works of 
thofe illuftrious orators. 

The Epiftles of Hippocrates are 
wrote with the greateft elegance 
and perfpicuity. There runs through 
them a vein of morality and a lau- 
dable contempt of riches, which 
highly recommend the character of 
that great phyfician, and do ho- 
nour to his noble profeffion. The 
laft, which is perhaps the beft of 
this {mall colle@ion, is 2 fevere fa- 
tire on the vices and follies of men, 
and fill’d with the moft judicious 
reflections on human life, and man- 
ners. 

It will eafily be perceived, that 
thefe Letters were not written in the 
order, in which they now ftand; 
an error in the compilers, which I 
at firft intended to rectify, but af- 

terwards 
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terwards changed my defign, on 
recollecting, that as in this cafe the 
number at the head of each mutt 
be alter’d, the learned reader could 
not on any occafion fo readily turn 
to the original. 

If this thort {pecimen of the epi- 
{tolary writings of the antients 
meets with a "favorable reception, 
I {hall probably be induced to fe- 
le& and tranflate fome more for 


the entertainment of the Englifh 
reader. 
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H AL ARIS, our fovereign, hath 
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fent us to you, O Delphians, to pre- 
fent this Bull to Apol/o, and at t 
fame time to acquaint you with fome ne- 
ceflary truths, both in regard to himfelf and 
the gift he offers. This is the bufinefs, which 
brought us hither; and this the meflage 


— 
¢) 


which we here deliver to you, in obedience to 
his commands. + That all Greece, faith 
Phalaris, thould know me to be what I am. 


and not fuch a one as the lying report of the 
envious hath reprefented me to the ignorant 
world, is an honour I would gladly pur- 
chafe at the expence of every thing I am 
poffefs’d of ; and above all, that I might thus 
appear to the | facred counfellors of via 
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thofe, who are as it were the friends and 
companions of the deity ; for I am con- 
vinced, if Ican clear myfelf in your opinion 
from the imputation of cruelty fo falfely laid 
to my charge, I fhall ftand acquitted before 
all mankind. . To the truth of what I 
affert I call God to witnefs, whom no 
falfhood can impofe on, or man deceive. 
Mortals may bedeluded; but from God, and 
above all from our God, no fecret can lye hid. 


SprunG fromoneof thenobleft familiesin 
Agrigentum, liberally educated, and verfed 
in all the politer arts of Greece, I foon be- 
came popular in the city, and in the admi- 
{tration of publick affairs behaved with the 
utmoft equity and moderation towards my 
partners in the government; nor in the 
eatly part of my life was I ever accufed of 
cruelty, or oppreffion ; of a reproachful, or 
obftinate difpofition. But when I perceived 
that thofe, who differ’d from me in their fen- 
timents of publick affairs, were plotting a- 
gainft and endeavouring by all the means in 
their power to deftroy me, and in confequence 
of this a diffention arofe amongft the citizens, 
T found that the only method of providing 

for 
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forthe fecurity both of myfelfand the com 
monwealth, was to put a ftop to the con {p 
racy by force, and reduce ae whole Bo. 
to fubmiffion. A defign, which many O 


the moft eminent citizens, who had the good 
of the republick at heart, approved, when 

they were convinced of the neceffity ‘6 fuch 
a refolution. With thefe to afitt me, I could 
not fail of fuccefs, They raifed no more 
difturbance, and I poffefs’d myfelf of the fa- 
preme power. All complaints were imme- 
aed filenced; but no banifhments, fla ugh~ 

ers, or profcriptions were ever e Di cbreien even 
on the confpirators, though fuch neceflary 
exertions of ee, are ge enerally made 
ufe of in the firft eftablifhmen ie tyranny. 
But I had reafon to Hanon that by adts of 
mercy and generofity, and an equal diftri- 
bution of rewards, I fhould with more than 
ordinary facility bring them to obedience 5 
and therefore, mutual pledges being given on 
each fide, I laid by all eae Ww ee my 
enemies, and even made ufe of moft o 
as my friends and counfellors. 
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openly plunder’d. Tadorn’d it with magnifi- 
cent buildings, fecured it with walls, repair d 
the aqueducts, and encreafed thofe revenues, 
which ftill remain’d to the ftate. The young 
men I took under my infpection, fupply’d 
the neceflities of the old, and attach’d the 
people to my interefts by publick thews, 
feafts, and largeffes. The corruption of 
our youth, the deflowering of virgins, the 
carrying away other men’s wives, the 
fending foldiers into private houfes, the in- 
folence of imperious mafters, and the like, I 
ever look’d upon with the utmoft abhor- 
rence. At length refolved with myfelf to lay 
down the tyranny,and employ’d my thoughts 
wholly on the propereft method of procuring 
eafeand retirement during the reft of my life ; 
for to hold the fupreme power, and take the 
whole burthen of affairs on myfelf, was, I 
found by experience, a cruel tafk, which 
could only fubject me to envy, labour, and 
anxiety. I even endeavour’d to eftablifh a 
commonwealth, and to free the city, for the 
future, from that arbitrary power, which I 
had myfelf poffefs'd. Whilft I was delibe- 
rating on this, thofe very men, whom I had 
before pardon’d, enter’d into a new confpiracy 

againft 
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again{t me ; confulted privately about the ex- 
ecution of it; raifed arms and money ; bege’d 
the affiftance of the neighbouring ftates ; 
and even fent embaffies into Greece to the 
Athenians and Lacedemonians, proclaiming 
openly at the fame time thofe tortures, 
which they had referved for me, in cafe I 
fell into their hands, and that they would 
compel me to be my own executioner; but 
[ efcaped their rage, and defeated their de- 
figns; thanks to the gracious Gods, and 
above all to “Apollo, who forewarn’d me by 
dreams, and inform’d me fecretly of all that 
pafs’d. Had you yourfelves, O Delphians, 
been in the fame fituation, and under the 
fame dreadful apprehenfions, I doubt not but 
you would have acted in the fame manner. 
Tranf{port yourfelves in thought, I befeech 
you, with me to Agrigentum; view their pre~ 
parations, hear their menaces, and tell me 
what I ought to have done. Should I again 
pardon, and tamely bear every thing they 
would inflict on me, yield myfelf up toflavery, 
and fee all I held dear in the world perifhing 
before my face? or, on the other hand, 
efteeming this the part of a fool, and that 
it better became a manly mind to refent the 

B 3 injury, 
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injury, fhould I not fecure my future fafety 


by revenging my(elf on my enet mies? This 
doubtlefs is the advice, you would have given 
me; and oe did behave? I fummon’d the 
criminals before me, produced the articles 
laid to their charge, and on the fulleft exa- 


mination, when they were not able to deny 


their guilt, I punifh’d them Wea not 


{o much on account of thei ir conipiracy a= 


gainit my ine, as pecauie they nad, Dy that 
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From that time I have been always obliged 
f iyfelf with guards, and to punifh 
with the utmoft rigour every at ne again{t 


me; and therefore am I ftiled el by 


Jer the neceffity of 


nt 
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his behaviour; fuch as exclaim phan 


| 
the punifhment of the affeation Sait 
out reflecting on their crimes; which 
is juft as equitable, as if a perfon, who 
fhould fee a facrilegious wretch thrown 
from the Rock by your orders, fhould 
accufe you of cruelty for thus punifhing a 
Grecian, ina place fo near the Temple ; 
never at the fame time remembring 
| his 
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his guilt, or calling to mind that he had 
perhaps enter’d the Temple by night, ftoll’n 
‘be offerings, or even laid impious hands on 
the ftatue sr vedi God. Were a man, I fay, 
thus ridiculoufly to afperfe you, you would 
yourfelves fmile atthe abeblit tion, andall men 
ote aud your juftice. In reality, Gewese 
who never weigh the merit of him, who go- 
verns, hate the name of a tyrant ; and jaft or 


ww 


unjuit, they are at lereve nts relolvedto deftroy 

him, even tho were an ee a Minos, 
3 > 

ot a Rhadamanth. 'The evil ations of the 


he 


bad are ever before their eyes, nor are the good 
q m * 

(as the appellation of tyrant is common to 

1 in oe 4 a rat | a 

them both) lefs fubject to their hatred and 


ill treatment. I have heard of many wife 


and virtuous men, who tho’ they bare the 
name of tyrants, even in the worft teat 
in which it is moft generally received, 
have behaved with the greateft mildnefs and 
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affairs could not poffibly be carried on ; and 
Tam fatisfied, totyrants they are ftill more 
ufeful, as we rule by force alone, and are 
perpetually obnoxious to fuch as hate and 
Confpire againit us ; fo that terrors ofa lighter 
kind are of no effect, Itis the fable of -the 
Hydra; the more we punifh, the more occa- 
fions of punifhment prefent themfelves ; one 
head is no fooner cut off but another fprings 
up to fupply its place; and we are forced, 
like Jolaus to burn, if we expect to conquer. 
He, whofe hard fate it is to be engaged in 
fuch an undertaking, muft be equal to it, or 
by fparing others deftroy himfelf. After all, 
what man can you fuppofe of fo cruel and 
inhuman a difpofition as to hear the groans 
and fee the ftripes of another, unlefs he had 
the greateft caufe to inflid&t them on him? 
How often have I wept, when others were 
beaten? How often have I lamented my 
own ill fortune, who bare thus myfelfthe 
heavier affliction? for furely, to a man .by 
nature good, and only cruel thro’ neceflity, 
it is much harder to infli@ than to fuffer 
punifhment ; and I declare, were it my 
choice either unjuftly to torment others, or 
to dye myfelf, I would (which you, I truft, 
| believe 
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believe alfo) prefer the latter ; and fhould 
any one even fay, would{t thou, O Phalaris, 
rather dye thyfelf unjuftly than put another 
to death, I fhould anfwer, I would. Again 
therefore I afk you, O De/phians, whether it 
is better to dye unjuftly, or unjuftly to preferve 
a traitor? None, I believe, is fo mad as not 
rather to live than, by faving his enemy, to 
fall himfelf a facrifice to him; and yet 
how many haveI pardon’d, even of thofe, 
who fought my life; amongft whom were 
Acanthus, Timocrates, and his brother 
Leogoras, the laftof whom I fpared, from 
a tender regard to that friendthip, in which 
we had formerly lived! 


Bur if you would know the truechara@er 
of Phalaris, atk it of thofe foreigners, who 
came to dgrigentum; afk them, whether I 
have not behaved as I ought to all, who ever 
touch’d here on_ their travels; whether I 
have not always appointed proper perfons to 
attend on the coafts, and enquire cf ftran- 
gers who they were and whence they came, 
that I might treat them all according to their 
refpective merit, Many great and eminent 
men have even come on purpofe to fee and 
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converfe with me; who on the 
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done juftice to my character, which had been 
fo bafely mifreprefented to them ; and can 
you believe a man, whofe behaviour to ftran- 


gers was fo si eand generous, , could ever 


to it by their mo oft dase and Bidpel ‘ed in 


fults ? 
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Tuts is the fum of what I have to urge In 
my own defence; which js but truth and 
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thing of) it may be proper to in ffi you 

whence it came, and by what means I 

was poflefs'd of it: And firft, I never my- 

felf employ’d any artift to make it by my 

directions, as 1 could never be feat, e- 

nough to wifh for any thing of this kind 
; 
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But one Perz/laus, a moft ingenious arti- 


iii as well as the worft of men, anda ftran- 
ger to the Ce rm Phalaris, thought 
he coul ald not confer a more acceptab ble faim 
on me than by the invention of fome new 
method of punifhment; being thoroughly 


fatished 
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fatisied of my defire of revenge on my 
enemies by all the means I could devife. 
Full of this opinion he framed and brought 
me this Bull; a piece of art, moft beautifulto 
behold, and form’d fo exaétly in the refem- 
blance of a real one, that nothing but found 
and motion were wanting to make it thought 
fo. The moment I faw it, I cry'd out, 
behold a gift, truly worthy of Apollo. I will 
inftantly fend it to him ; and how much, faid 
Peri/aus, would your amazement increafe, 
did you fee the wonderful art, by which it is 
contrived, and for what ufe; and immediately 
opening the back, if, fays he, you would 
punifh any one in an extraordinary manner, 
caft him into this Bull ; and when he is thut 
up clofe within it, order fome pipes to be 
faften’d to the noftrils, and a fire to be 
kindled beneath; the wretch within will 
then roar out thro’ inceffant pain, fending 
fortha mournful dirge of lamentable bellow- 
ings thro’ the pipes; and, during his tortures, 
rou will be entertain’d yy the nphek of them: 
hhock’d at the invention of fuch a machine, 
Lae not but deteft the contriver of it ; 
og tefolved to punifh him as he deferved. 
Perilaus, {aid I, to verify the truth of what 


you 
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you have afferted, enter firftyourfelf, and fa 

tisfy us whether there be in reality that har- 
mony in the inftrament, which you have fo 
much boafted of ; receive the juft reward 
of thy ingenuity, and let the matter of the 
mufick give us the firft fong. He obey'd ; 
and being fhut up, the fire was kindled, and 
thus was his induftry repay’d. But left by 
dying there he fhould pollute fo noble a 
work, I order’d him to be taken out yet 
alive, thrown down from the Rock, and his 
body left unburied. The Bull, after expia- 
tion, I fent hither, as an offering to your God; 
commanding the whole hiftory to be wrought 
upon it ; wz. my own name, that of the 
artift, his advice, my juftice, and the pre- 
per punifhment inflicted on him; with an 
account of the horrid cries of the cruel in- 
ventor, and the experiment he made of his 
own mufick. 


You will a@& therefore, O De/pbhians, 
as becomes the pricfts of Apollo, if you 
will dedicate the Bull to him in your 
Temple, and facrifice for me;. that all 
men may know how I act towards the 
wicked, and in what manner I avenge 
myfelf of their cruclty. By this have I 

fufficiently 
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fufficiently {hewn my natural temper. Pert- 
/aus was put to death, and the Bull offer’d to 
Apollo; not referved to torture others; nor did 
it ever bellow forth the cries of any but the 
deteftable inventor of it, on whom alone I 
tried it, and put an end at once to fuch bar- 
barous and inhuman Mufick. This is all, 
which I can now prefent to you. Hereafter, 
when by the affiftance of that God, to whom 
this is dedicated, I fhall have no more ene- 
mies to punifh, I will bring other and much 


larger gifts. 


Turis, O Delphians, we were authorifed 
to deliver to you, from our mafter Phalaris ; 
which we have done with the ftricteft 
regard to truth and juftice. We are 
worthy to be believed, as you can yourfelves 
bear witnefs of our veracity ; and we have, 
on our parts, no reafon to delude or impofe 
on you; but if notwithftanding we mutt 
petition you in behalf of a man, falfely ac- 
cufed, and driven againft his will to acts of 
feeming cruelty, we Grecians, men of 
Arigentum, and defcended from the Dorians, 
do in the moft folemn manner here fuppli- 
cate and befeech you, that you would kindly 

embrace 
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embrace one, who earneftly feeks your 
favour, and hath ftudy’d both in publick 
and in private to deferve it. Reccive there- 
fore this Bull; dedicate it; pray for the 
profperity of Phalaris and Agrigentum ; and 
do not permit us toreturn unfuccefsful in our 
embafly, left you at the fame time affront 
our fovereign, and deprive your God of the 
nobleft offering. 


THE 
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Delphos, 1 rofe up witha defign to exhort 
you, in the ftrongeft manner I am able, by 
no means to contemn the piety of the prince, 
or to alienate a gift defign’d as an offering to 
Apollo; and efpecially as it will be an ever- 
lafting teftimony of thefe three things, the 
wickednefs of the inventor, the incompa- 
rable excellency of his art, and the juftice 
of his punifhment. Your doubts concerning 
the manner, in which you fhould proceed, 
and the propofal, madeby the magiftrates, to 
deliberate whether the offering fhould be re- 
ceived or fent back, I look upon as impious ; 
or rather in truth as the heigth of impiety ; 
little lefs in effect than facrilege itfelf, the 
moft heinous of all crimes ; for to deny thofe, 
who are willing to offer up gifts, the power 
of doing it, is the fame thing as to rob the 
Temple of fuch as are already offer’d, 


Let me therefore, who, as Iam myfelf a 
Delphian, have an equal fhare with you in 
the publick honour, if preferved ; and equal 
lofs and infamy, if it be forfeited ; befeech 
you not thus to drive the good and pious from 
our doors, and lay open our city to the ca- 
lumnies of ill men, who will not fail to re- 
port, that whatever gifts are brought muft 

be 
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be fubjected to our judgment and infpection ; 
and who will offer prefents, when they are 
affured that nothing will be accepted by 
“tpollo, uniefs it be firft examined into and 
approved of by the De/phians 2 


Bur, in regard to the gift before us, our 
God hath, I think, himfelf fufficiently teftified 
his approbation of it; for had he detefted 
the tyrant, and abhorr’d his prefent, how 
eafy had it been for him to have funk it in 
the Jontan Sea! But he, on the other hand 
(as they do themfelves bear witnefs) granted 
them a ferene fky, and conduéted them fafe 
to Cyrrba ; whence it evidently appears, that 
the piety of Phalaris was acceptable to him ; 
in obedience to whom, you fhould now re- 


ceive and add this to the other ornaments of 


his Temple; and furely it were moft abfurd 
that he, who had fent fo noble a eift, fhould 
be driven away with contempt, and have no 
other reward of his piety than to be judged 
unworthy to offer any thing to Apollo. But 
my adverfary hath, it feems, talk’d to you in 
a tragical and melancholy ftrain of certain 
cruel rapines, and inhuman flaughters, 
the tyrant hath been guilty of, which he 
affirms with as much confidence as if he 
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bad been an eye-witnefs of them, and were 
this inftant arrived from Agrigentum, tho’ we 
all know he was never yet beyond our own 
harbour ; but even thofe, who pretend to have 
fuffer’d, would not be fufficient evidence, as 
it would ftill be doubtful whether they told 
truth; and we are not to condemn any man 
for crimes, of which we cannot prove him guil- 
ty. But fuppofing that thefe things were 
done in Sicily, it is by no means neceflary 
for the De/pkians to be {fo folicitous about 
them; unlefs we intend, for the future, to 
act in the charaéter not of priefts, but of 
judges ; and whilft our duty confifts only in 
worthip and facrifice to our God, and offering 
up to him thofe gifts, which are fent to us, 
rather chufe to fit deliberating among ourfelves 
whether thofe, who live beyond the Jonzan 
Sea, are well or ill govern’d. Let the affairs 
of others, I befeech you, go on as they will, 
it is, in my opinion, cur bufinefs to mind our 
own; to know our former and our prefent 
condition, and in what manner to act moft 
agreeable to our intereft. We need nota 
Homer to tell us that we live amongit rocks 
and precipices ; and as much plenty as there 
is in the world, we fhould be perhaps left of 

all 
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people the moft deftitute, were it not that 
our Temple, our God, and thofe pious men, 
who facrifice to him, fupply our neceffities, 
Thefe are our fields ; this is our revenue ; to 
this we are indebted for all our provifion and. 
all our abundance; * as the poet fays, every 
thing comes to us without ploughing, and 
without culture, by the labour of God, who 
is our bufobandman ; who not only blefies us 
as muchas any other nation, but even beftows 
on us every thing, which Phrygia, Lydia, 
Affyria, or Phenicia, the people of Italy, or 
the inhabitants of the northern climates en- 
joy. We abound in riches and in happine&, 
and are revered by all, next to our God: 
this has been our glorious lot even to this day, 
and may it ever remain fo. No one,'.I be- 
lieve, can call to mind a time when any man 
was by us prohibited the offering up facri- 
fices or gifts ; to which it is doubtlef owing 
that the wealth of our Temple hath fo won- 


™ See Homer's Odys. B. g. in his de(cription of the fortunate 
lands. There is alfo the following fimilar paffage in the 34th 
chapter of the book of Fofbua. v.13. 

I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and 
cities which ye built not, and je dwell im them ; of the Vine- 
yards and Olive=Trees, which ye planted not, do ge eat. 
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derfully encreafed. Neither at prefent 
therefore fhould any. innovation be made, or 
any law enacted, contrary to the cuftom of 
our anceftors; nor are the gifts offer’d to be 


fo nicely examined, or enquiry made whence 


and from whom they come, but immedi- 
ately received and confecrated ; that {owe 
may pay our duty to our God, and his pious 
worfhippers. In the prefent circumftances 
therefore, O Delphians, you will, I think, 
act moft prudently, by giving a ferious atten- 
tion to the great importance of this bufinefs. 
No lef than our God himfelf, his Temple, 
and his facrifices, our antient ritesand cuftoms, 
the glory of the oracle, our future praife or 
infamy, and laftly the intereft of the whole 
city and of every individual in it, are now 
under confideration ; which you cannot but 
own, on reflection, to be of the utmoft confe- 
quence. Our debate is not upon the tyrant 
Phalaris only, or this Bull; but upon all thofe 
kings and great men, who reverence this 
facred Temple; all the gold, filver, and 
other precious things, which fhall at any time 
hereafter be dedicated. If we are to deter- 
mine according to the will of Apollo, why 
fhould we not act in the fame manner We 
have 
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have always done; without fetting afide our 
antient conftitutions, through a fondnedfs for 
novelty; anda defire of introducinga ridicu- 
lous practice of fubjecting thofe, who offer 
up’ gifts, to our fcrutiny and infpedction; a 
practice utterly unknown to this city 
fince the foundation of it, fince the Py- 
thian firft gave oracles, the Tripos fpoke, 
or the priefts were infpired? You perceive 
how our Temple is enrich’d; that every 
one gives fomething, and many even Fel 
atid they can afford; whereas if you fet up 
yourtelves as cenfurers and enquirers into the 
merit of every gift, I much fear our pofteri- 
ty will not have many offerings to boatt of ; 
as no one would make himfelf appear guilty, 
or put himfelf to a confiderable expence, 
with the hazard of being condemn’d, and 
brought into the greateft d: Angers for who in- 
deed could bear even life itfelf under the 
ignominy of being publickly adjudged un- 
worthy to offer up a prefent to o Apollo ? 
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BAADLDARTS tA LCTROUS. 
I. 


OLYCLETUS *,the Meffenian, 

whom thou falfely didft acoufe of trea- 
fon to the citizens, has lately recover’d me 
from a moft dangerous illnefs; a piece of 
news, which I am fatisfied will give thee no 
{mall vexation. Thee, { am certain, not 
ZEfculapius himfelf, that great matter of his 
art, withall the Gods to affift him, could ever 
cure. Difeafes of the body, art may remove; 
but for thofe of the mind, death is the only 
remedy. Him therefore, for thy flagrant and 
repeated crimes and cruelties, not fuch as 
thou obligeft me unwillingly to execute on 
thee, but wilfully and malicioufly committed, 
thou mayft expect. 


‘* See Epis. 70. 
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To th MEGARIANS. 
If. 

Tfhall not reproach you with ingratitude for 
your behaviour, in the controverfy concerning 
the limits of fome neighbouring cities, when, 
after all my good offices to you, you gave 
falfe evidence againft me; I only condemn 
my own indolence and infenfibility; whom 
repeated injuries from the fame people have 
yet made no wifer; for whilft you refufe me 
the leaft grateful acknowledgment for favours 
received, Iam {till beftowing more, as if you 
had never forgot them. 


To TyYRSENUS. 


ITI, 

Ir, as you declared to the Age/tines, (when 
you attributed all my misfortunes to the juft 
judgment of providence, which inflicted them) 
thofe, whom even neceflity compels to the 
commiffion of any illegal a€t, cannot expect 
pardon ; what hopes of efcaping with im- 
punity canft thou flatter thyfelf with ; not 
one of whofe crimes is owing to neceffity, 
but alltothe depravity of thy will ? 


To 
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ToL ycirnws, 
IV. 

WuatT a fool wert thou to demand of the 
Leontines, as if 1 had been there prefent, and 
veady to anfwer thee, who and what I was, 
and whence I came. Know then that Iam 
Phalaris, fon of Leodamas, a native of Afy- 
palea ; driven out of my own country, and 
now tyrant of Agrigentum ; a man, who 
after a long experience of the ills of life, re- 
maineth yet firm and unfhaken. I will tell 
thefe alfo what Lycinus is ; a pathick amongft 
boys; withthe young men lafcivious, with 
women an adulterer; a contemner of the 
Laws ; diffolute in his pleafures; a fluggard in 


peace, and in war a coward ; one, whom [ . 


will be revenged on in an exemplary manner, 
both for thy fpeeches to the people and other 
crimes, which I can accufe thee of ; then at 
leaft, (if thou doft not fall into my hands be- 
fore) when the Leontines, who will foon be 
glad on any conditions to free theméfelves 
from this war, fhall deliver thee up to me. 


Toth LEONTINES. 
b's 
Ir you are defirousthat Ifhould put an end 
to the war againft you, without dread or 
fufpicion, 
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fufpicion, immediately deliver up Lycznus 
to me, that I may wreak all my venge- 
ance on, him alone, and your city efcape 
the effects of my anger. Be affured, F 
fhall not ftretch his punifhment beyond what 
you yourfelves would be glad to fee inflided 
on him. 


To ZEUXIPPUS. 
VI. 


T pardon thy fon, on account of his youth ; 
thyfelf on that of thy age; though your 
crimes are fuch as do by no means deferve 
this lenity ; but if you again offend by the 
like infolence, neither his youth nor thy age 
fhall protect you ; but, on the contrary, thofe 
things, which now plead in your favour, will 
then aggravate your crime, and inhance your 
punifhment. 


Jo EvENuS. 
VII. 

Tuy fon, whom I took prifoner, and at 
firft did intend to put to death for his behavi- 
our to my admirals, having changed my re- 
folution, I have fpared; for I would ra- 
ther affli&t thee with the continuance of 
his life, than punifh him by the lofS of it: 


Farewel, 
To 
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Th 05 at ea at 
VII. 
Because I am no ftranger to thy bene- 


volent difpofition, and fingular humanity, 
and know that thy mifery and torment ever 
rifes in proportion to the happinefs and good 
fuccefs of others ; briefly, I have wrote this 
to inform thee, that I have lately fucceeded ; 
firft, by a fentence pafs’d in favour of me; 
next, that I have been victorious both by fea 
and land; and laftly, with my cavalry routed 
the enemy ; that when thou fhalt hear this, 
as becomes a man of thy honour and probity, 
thou mayit have perpetual caufe of difquie- 
tude ; that fo, from thy own natural temper, 


thou mayft reap the worthy rewards of fo 
bad a heart. 


Ta Or 6's TR A Th U's. 
1X. 

Ir moveth my laughter as well as admi- 
ration, to hear that thou haft taken upon thee 
the office of reproof.. Thofe, who cenfure o- 
thers, doubtle{s fhould themfelves be without 
blemifh. Whilft thou, who art guilty, not 
only of thofe crimes, which thou doft object 
to others, but of every human vice; yet doft 

with 
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with as much confidence reprove them, ag 
if thy own life were wholly irreproachable. 
Jo LAcRIT Ys, 
x. 

Your extreme forrow for the lofs of your: 
fon is very pardonable; at which I my- 
felf am deeply touch’d, even, as if the misfor= 
tune was my own; tho’ I generally behave 
in things of this nature with greater firmnefs 
of mind than moft men; being fatisfied that 
exceffive grief can avail nothing ; but, in re- 
gard to him, there are many things, which 
may afford you confolation. Firft, becaufe 
he fell nobly, fighting for his country ; 
that his fall was graced by victory; and 
laftly, that having pafs’d through life un- 
blemith’d; death did as it were feta feal upon 
his character. The beft men, while they 
live, may fall off from virtue ; and fortune, 
more than prudence, prefides over human 
actions; he therefore, who dies with an un- 
{potted reputation, has the nobleft pofts in 
the lifts of glory. You muft reflec on him 
therefore as a fon, who has bleft you with 
the nobleft return for his birth and education, 


by a fteady perfeverance in the practice of 
virtue, 
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virtue, and repay his gratitude by bearing his 
death with moderation and temper. 


fo MEGACLES. 
XI. 

I have fent ycu the horfes with their pro~ 
per furniture and preparation for battle, and 
have alfo given orders to Zeucer to fupply you 
with money: If you want any thing elfe, 
fail not to write ; there is nothing you can 
afk, which I fhall not readily beftow. 


* To AGLAUS, 
| XII. 

Tue Riches, which providence has be- 
ftow’d on me, I have laid by againft a change 
of fortune; not in the bofom of the earth, 
as you advifed me, but amongft thofe friends, 
who were fo kind as toaccept them. You 
have not yet fhewn your regard to me in fuch 
a manner as might induce me to depend on 
you, in cafe I fhould ever be deprived of 
empire; tho’ you have hitherto deny’d, I 
hope you will not now refufe my offers; but 
by receiving this prefent, give me a pledge of 


* This letter was fent with a prefent. 
your 
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your future friendfhip ; for I thall never here- 
after put confidence in any of the things of 
this world, if I fhall be forced to fufpe& you 
and others, my beft friends, like the fand, be- 
traying and finking under me; you, whofe 
happinefs and good fuccefs I would gladly, 
(if I fhould hereafter experience any change 
of fortune) look upon as my own. 


Jo HERODICUS. 
XIII. 


Most men, I believe, would think it pru- 
dent to conceal an intention of revenge from 
thofe, who had injured them ; that fo they 
might have an opportunity of executing it, 
when leaft fufpetted. For my own part, I 
think, toattack any man on a fudden and un- 
prepared, an argument of a low and mean 
fpirit. Injured therefore as I have been by 
thee, I give thee this publick warning ; that 
thou mayift efcape, if poffible, the impend- 
ing danger ; and this Ido, that the dread of 
punifhment, and the punifhment itfelf, may 
equally torment thee. 

To EUMELUS. 
XIV. 

SINCE it neither really 1s, nor can ever 
appear to be, unjuft, to revenge ourfelves on 

thofe, 
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thofe, who have injured us; as you have been 
guilty of the one, expect the other. 


To TEUCER, 


XV. 
Restore the money to the Tauromenians, 


which I received for the ranfom of the pri- 


foners; a favour they owe, not fo much to 
me as to the interceffion of Stefchorus, who 
lives but to oblige them ; tho’ the benefits he 
beftows are thrown away on the undeferving, 


Jo ARIPHATAS. 


XVI. 

Your actions deferve a larger and a nobler 
reward than what I here beftow on them. 
As to my own, enquire not into them ; the 
beft you can do isto pafs them over in filence, 


Jo AMPHINOMUSs, 
| XVII. 
WHEN I confer a benefit on a good man, 

I confider myfelf as the perfon obliged ; 
fince then you have kindly accepted 
what I fent you, I beg you would look upon 
me, not as one, who has beftow’d any favour 
on you, but who is himfelf, on that account 
only, the more indebted to you, 
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To hiswife ERY THIA, 
XVIII. 

Tam much indebted to thee, Erythia, as 
well on my own account as on that of our 
common care, my fon; for myfelf, that fince 
my banifhment thou didft rather chufe to re- 
main a widow than to marry again, though 
folicited to it by frequent importunities ; and 
for my fon, that thou haft been to him not 
only a mother, but a nurfe, anda father ; 
and haft not fuffer’d any other husband, or 
any other fon, to eftrange thy affections from 
Phalaris and Paurolas ; but, inftead of ano» 
ther husband, cherifheft the kind remem- 
brance of thy former one; and, inftead of ano- 
ther child, haft fix’d thy affe@tions on the fon, 
which he had left thee. Continue therefore 
thy tendernefs towards him, till riper years 
have fupplied him with knowlege {ufficient 
to enable him toact without farther affiftance 
from either of us.. Think not I pref this to 
thee with fo much warmth, as if I diftrufted 
the care of a mother for her fon, efpecially 
fuch a one as you ; but Ifpeak as a tender 
father, anxious for the good of an only child. 
You know too well what parents feel not to 
pardon me for writing to you in this man- 
ner. Farewel: 


Te 
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To bis fon PAUROLAS 
XIX, 

ABove all things, O my fon, it is thy duty 
to love and reverence thy parents. Nothing 
can be more juft and reafonable than that a 
fon fhouid pioufly remember thofe, to whom 
he owes his birth, his education, and fo many 
other ineftimable benefits ; but, of the two, 
rather neglect me thanthy mother. A father 
doesby nomeans take that pains in the educae 
tion of children, which the mother does; who 
not only bears the infant in her womb, brings 
it into the world and nourithes it, but under- 
goes, befides thefe, athoufand troubles on ac- 
count of it; whilft the father, without any 
great pains or folicitude, receives him from 
her hands, well educated and inftruéted; and, 
when he is arrived at years of maturity, enjoys 
him in common with her. But, of all her fex, 
thy mother’s care and tendernefs has been 
moft remarkable ; who, during my banith- 
iment, hath fo kindly perform’d a double of- 
fice; both her own and mine. Let the 
gratitude therefore, due from thee to both, be 
paid to her alone, who bare all the burthen s 
fo fhall your obedience to your mother cancel 
your obligation to me. ALI defire is that 

iD you 
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you would behave well to her; I fhall think 
that a fufficient recompence ; and nothing 
can appear fo amiable in thee as, by a proper 
return of thy mother’s goodnefs, to give thy 
father an earneft of a refolution to deferve 
his future favour. 


To the fame. 
XX, 

WHATEVER a father owes to his fon, O 
Paurolas, \ have beftow’d on thee. Thedebt, 
which is due to me in return, and which. 
thou canft fo eafily difcharge, if thou doft 
not pay, thou art inexcufable. I hear, (for 
which I have often already reproved thee) 
that thou doft negle@t thy ftudies. Follow 
them, I befeech thee, for the future. If thou 
denieft me this requeft I will never afk any 
thing more; but know, if in this thou grati- 
fieft me, not he, who afks the favour, but you, 
who grant, will reap the advantage of it. 


+ To the MESSENIANS 
. AKT 
Jam inform’d you accufe Polycletus, your 
phyfician, as one, who has betray’d the 
Agrigentines ; becaufe, inftead of killing his 


patient, 
+ See Ep. 1. 70. and 71. 
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patient, which he had fo fair an opportunity 
of doing, he has recover’d me from a moft 
dangerous illnefs; and call that injuftice in 
him, which is fo dire¢tly its oppofite; and 
this you are not afhamed openly to avow. 
For my own part, I think his knowlege in« 
ferior to nothing but his integrity ; becaufe 
when I trufted myfelf in his hands, he did 
not take away my life asa Tyrant, but pre- 
ferved me as one committed to his care. 
Now your accufation againft him has never 
hurt him ; whereas, on the other hand, my 
gratitude will fet him on a level with the 
richeft man in Sicily ; and I believe, when 
you know what he owes to my liberality, 
you will all of you choofe, at any time, ra- 
ther to betray the Agrigentines, than deftroy 
Phalaris. 


*To ANDROCLES. 


XXII. 
I have myfelf wrote in the {trongeft terms 


to Stefichorus, to prevent his being un- 

eafy on account of the accufation brought 

again{t him by Exdulus and his party ; and 

I defire this favour of you, that you would 

aflure him, from me, I never gave ear to 
* See Epift. 147, 
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iny fach fuggeftions; for I fhould fooner be- 

Bisbee had at firft no ill defigns againft 
me, (a crime, which they have themfelves 
confefs'd) than that they were drawn into 
the confpiracy by his verfes, rather than by 
their own malice and inveteracy. 


To .Pivit Mt Awe bo 
AAI, 

Between the Tyranny of Phaloris, 
and the philofophy of Pythagoras, there 
feems to be a difference, not eafy to be got 
over; in {pite of which, I own I can fee 
nothing, that fhould hinder us, from a 
therough acquaintance with the man- 

ners and fentiments of each other. Con- 
verfation and intimacy may reconcile the 
greateft contrarieties, I have the higheft opi- 
nion of your worth, from the report I have 
had of it ; but do not you judge too haftily 
of me, from the fame motive ; for common 
fame hath treated me moft injurioufly. I 
cannot come fafely to you, on account of 
that Tyranny, of which I ftand accufed; as 
1 hail be liable to danger, if I venture with- 
cut aims and foldiers ; and to fufpicion, if 
I bring them with me, But you may, with- 
out 
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out running any hazard, come and live peace- 
ably with me. On a clofer ae ction of my 
character, if you expect to fee nothing but a 
Tyrant, you will be furprifed to meet with 
the private friend; but if, on the contrary, 
you expect the private friend only, you will 
difcover with it fomething of the Tyrant. 
Such a government as this is not 
ported without fome feverity ; but if it be 
pofiible to preferve a Tyranny by clemen 
on this account, as well as many on others, I 
fhould be glad to meet and converfe with 
you; for I thall foon be perfuaded by you 
to take fofter meafures, if at the fame time 
that I am inclined to yield to your ad- 
vice, truth and experience fhould fide with 
and confirm the opinion of Pythageras. 
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Yo THORAX, 
XXIV. 
fam in fome doubt whether I ought rather 
to accufe myfelf of fome obfcurity in what 
I writ to you, or you of a purpofed refolution 
not to underftand me. However, Iam fure 
that, out of the whole account, there are yet 
remaining with you20,000; therefore, if you 
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fill want farther information in this affair, 
you may expect foon from me fuch as will 
inftruct you in a manner, which you will 
not perhaps defire to be taught in. 


Jo LEONTIADES. 

XXV. ’ 

I have often told you, and do here repeat 

it, that I defire no return, on account of your 

wife, (if you think yourfelf in the leaft in. 

debted to me for promoting your marriage) 

but that you would love and efteem her, ‘for 

whofe fake you think yourfelf obliged to me, 

as one, who was the firft happy caufe of thus 
uniting our families. 


ToARIPHRADES 


XXVI. 

Tue rafhnefsand arrogance of youth, of 
both which your fon is highly guilty, have 
been fatal tomany. Qualities in him, which, © 
tho’ I have fuffer’d much from, have hither- 
to remain’d unpunith’d ; not out of regard to 
him, but yourfelf, of whofe integrity and 
merit I have been affured by numbers, I was 
therefore loth, for the fon’s vices, to affliGt 


the 
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the age ofan innocent parent. Heisan only 
child ; bad therefore as oe is, I doubt not but 
youlove him, as his lofs would deprive you of 
a fucceflor. The father’s indulgence, on tha: 
account, will extenuate the ate sfolly ; but 
if he perfifts in his errors, know that, both 
for my fake and yours, 1 fhall chaftife him 

with ee the rigor he deferves, That he 
may not, when the punifhment of his ill 
conduct overtakes him, have the leaft room 
to pretend that it came unexpectedly. 
The fame, whichI write to you, I have by 
letter made known to him. Farewel. 


3 


To ANTIMACHUS, 
XXVIL. 

Ir he are able to pay me and do not, you 
are guilty of the higheft a bat if 
the fault, in this cafe, is merely owing to your 
inability, tho’ the i Injury in regard to mytfelt 
is the fame, yet if done thro’ neceffity, by 
the laws of humanity lam bound to forgive 

. But remember this ismeant only as an ac- 
B incaie: from prefent payment of the debt, 
and not an entire difcharge of it. 
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JoARISTOMENES. 
XXXVI. 

J thank thee for thy kind fympathy and 

tender affection ; but let not, I befeech thee, 
the wounds, which I received in battle, give 
thee the leaft uneafinefs. So far am I from 
finking under accidents of this kind, (tho’ my 
life was in fome. danger,) that I declare to 
thee, as terribleas death appears to the greater 
part of mankind, I could with before my 


deftined time (if that time be far off,) to. 


perifh in battle ; for what can be more noble 
than tobreathe out ones foul in.the brave 


la 


firuggle for fame and victory ? 
Jo XENOPITHES. 
XXIX. 


T am not at all folicitous about the idle 


cenfure and calumnies: of the ignorant and 


unjuft ; and my indifference, in this matter, 
arifes from a conviction that others commit 
fuch ill a€tions, thro’ the depravity of their 
manners, as I am compell’d to by fate and 
neceflity ; to which the Gods themfelves are 
fubje&t. The difference therefore between 


us is merely this; that whereas I, who am a 


Tyrant, and on that account at liberty to act 
as 


—— pe mah a a En. 
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asI pleafe, openly confefs my guilt; you, 
on the other hand, as private men, and in 
dread of the laws, deny that, which you 
fhould, but dare not, own, 


To the CATANEANS. 


er a ye 
Xx 
~iLiriihe 


Out of the number of your citizens, 
which have been brought prifoners to me, 
a few, who had not the leaft hope of pardon, 
I have {pared ; not becanfe I have forgot my 
enmity to you, but as they were men, whole 
deaths could not have given you any unea~ 
finefs. It was by no means done to oblige 
you; for I fhould, of ali men, be furely the 
moft forgetful, did I not refolve thoroughly 
to fatiate my revenge on you ; that, when you 


cc 


yave fuffer’d as you deferve, the weight of 


the punifhment may call to your remem- 

brance the greatnefs of thofe crimes, which 
a tf “aL ait 

occafion’d it. 


* To the daughters of STESICHORUS. 
XXXI. 
Tue Tauromenians, (in whofe favour you 
wrote to me, in obedience to the commands 


* See Ep. 415. 
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of your father, when he exchanged this life 
for another) were by no means deferving of 
my clemency, as without the leaft provocati- 
on on my part they waged againft me a moft 
unjuft war. But Stefchorus merits not only 
(which you now afk of me in his name) that 
I fhould order the ranfom for their prifoners 
to be immediately reftored them; but even 
much more than-can ever be in my power to 
grant. For, though fome may number him 
among the dead, (which yet I think none 
but the weakeft of mankind could ever do) 
in my opinion, fuch a man can never die. 
Nor is my hatred of the Tauromenians fo 
great, as to debar “Stefichorus of any thing, 
which Phalaris can beftow. None, I think, 
fhould refufe him any thing ; nor, above all 
men, I myfelf; for out of the numbers, 
whom I have feen and known, I never yet 
met with one ofa more noble mind. I have 
therefore order’d the money to be reftored ; 
and call the Gods to witnefs, I do not think 
the favour done to him but to myélf. 


6 
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TOO RT'S PE EM Ys. 
XXXII. 

You have acted like a true and noble friend, 
and all thofe with you, who have borne wit- 
nefs to my more than ordinary courage, and 
attributed to my conduct and valour the con- 
queft of the Leontines. Iam fatisfied I have 
revenged myfelf asI ought; but let the glo- 
rious victory be afcribed to Fortune. For 
doubtlefs, ‘my dear friend, there’ is nothing 
jn this world. of greater or lefs confequence, 
which does not depend on her influence and 
decifion, 

eo Be Se Dat g, 
$3.1 ied 

NEITHER formerly, when I releafed the 
Tauromenians, whom I had taken prifoners, 
did I do it to oblige them, but in compliance 
with the laws of Greece; nor lately, when 
I reftored to them the money I had received ; 
did I mean the favour to them (which you 
reproach me with) but to Stefchorus, who 
made it his requeft to me by his daughters. 
Let the Yauromenians therefore return 
thanks to their dead friend, who gain’d this 
favour for them, and who owes it to 


himfelf 
See Ep. 15. and 31: 
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himfelf alone, and to his noble qualities ; by 
which he has done a double aét of kindnefs ; 
to the Tauromenians, in recovering their 
money, and to me, in giving me an opportu- 
nity of fhewing a generofity in my nature, 
which fome before were not inclined to think 
me capable of. 


To PoLLu x. 


XXXIV. 

You feem, by your letter, to be furprifed at 
the fudden alteration of my manner of life ; 
and that I, who ufed to appear in publick. 
more than perhaps in a Tyrant was altogether 
prudent, am not now to be feen even by my 
neareft friends. But the truth is, I at prefent 
avoid as much as poflible all fociety ; becaufe 
neither in my friends, nor in others, have 
found fidelity. After no fmall pains there- 
fore to attain to a knowlege of mankind, I 
am of opinion that the uninhabited Lydian 
deferts, or the wild dens of Numidia, are infi- 
nitely preferable to a habitation amongft my 
fellow creatures; and I account it fafer to 
fleep amongft lions, or crawl with the rep- 
tiles of the earth, than to live with the men 
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of this age ; fo much fatal experience have J 
had, by daily and repeated misfortunes, of 
their bafenefs and degeneracy, 


Jo PoLYGNoTUS 


XXXV. 

For the future, Po/yguotus, I fhall neither 
write to you, nor make you any prefents. 
Do not you therefore any longer praife me 
to the populace ; for you only commend me 
in words, whilft at the fame time your refu- 
fal to accept of what I fend you, fhews your 
real hatred and contempt of me. Not con- 
fidering that, by all men of fenfe, words are 
only look’d upon as the fhadows of things, 


JoCLEOMENIDAS. 


XX XVI. 

I have fent you thofe prefents, which I 
thought moft proper for a director of the 
publick exercifes; two hundred cafkets of 
oil, and four hundred meafures of wheat. 
To your fon alfo, what is moft agreeable to 
youth; fome wine, fome boys, whom he 
may employ as amanuenfes, and the poems 
of Stefchorus; ‘Tho’ I doubt not but there 

are 
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are thofe among the Syracufians, who will 
not fail to fufpect that even thefe things were 
the gifts of a Tyrant, beftow’d, the better to 
carry on his pernicious innovations in the 
ftate. 


To GORGIAS. 


AXXVII, 

I think every thing in your letter deferving 
of the higheft commendation, except what 
you fay concerning future events; a caution, 
which I am now more than ever inclined to 
think wholly unneceffary; Iam not afraid 
of death in any form ; and in this Iapplaud 
my own wifdom ; for as fate is by no means 
in our power, I hold him the weakeft of 
mankind, who endeavours to pry into 
things of this nature, or is under any con- 
cern about the good or evil to come ; if he 
either imagines hecan poflibly foreknow what 
will happen ; or that, if he did foreknow, ‘he 
could avoid it. But if any man Belioves he 
can forefee and not be able, by any means, 
to prevent what he forefees ; why fhould he 
endeavour to fearch into that, which will 
infallibly happen? As to a belief that, by 
this 
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this foreknowlege, he may avert the impend- 
ing fate, by fo difpofing and ordering things 
as to turn them to his own advantage, I own 
Tam at a lofs to conceive how this can ever 
be ; for this is the work, not of man, but 
of God. On refleting that Eacus, Minos, 
Rhadamanthus, and the reft of the Demi- 
Gods, were not immortal, but died like other 
men juft as fate ordain’d it; if after this a 
man fhould meanly dread, or be affli@ed 
with the thoughts of death, would you call 
fuch a one brave? Endeavour therefore to 
look forwards on the things, which may 
happen, with the greateft indifference; as 
you perceive, lam myéelf intirely free from 
any care, or folicitude on that account. 


JoDEMOTELES 


XXXVI 

Your advice to me was. well meant; 
therefore I freely pardon it: As you never 
was yourfelfa Tyrant, I do not wonder you 
would perfuade me to lay down the Tyranny. 
But which of the Gods will be my fafeguard, 
in an affair of fo important a nature? You 
think yourfelfa fufficient judge ; not confi- 
dering 


f 
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dering that it is much more dangerous to 
get an E apie ‘e than to acquire it. It would 
be more prudent in a private man not toaim 
at a {ceptre, than to lay it downafter pofleffion. 
It is with a Tyranny as with life itfelf. Ifa 
man were to forefee the miferies and calami- 
ties he muft under go, he would never defire 

nD 


to fee the light ; neither would any man, 
who could forefee the miferies of a Tyrant, 
ever wifh tobe one. Doubtlefs, Demoteles, 
not to be, were better than to be; and to be 
ar rivate man better than to be a Tyrant: If 
therefore you had given me this advice before 
was fo ‘deeply engaged, and foretold the 
evils, which would ene you would eafily 
have drawn me from the ambition of a king- 
dom. But fince I am already in poffeffion of 
it, and have experienced all its toils and dan- 
rs, Ideclare, no mortal, nor even the Gods 
themfelves, fhall ever perfuade me to refign 
t; for I am {fatisfed, ifever I part with my 
authority, thofe, whom I have ruled over, 
will not fail, as foon as it is in their power, 
to revenge themfelves, by-rendering my life 
of all men’s moft miferable, 
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Yo PorysTRaTwus, 
XXXIX. 

I have already fent to the reft of my 
friends, defiring them to haften immediately 
to dgrigentum; and I beg I may fee you 
there, before the Olympic eames. I would 
gladly get together all thofe, who with me 
well, to affitt mein carrying on the bufinefs 
of the ftate with my ufual diligencé ; and 
to confult them about fome affairs of 
great moment. We fhall not confer on 
any fubjet, which may appear difficult, 
harfh, or any ways impertinent to you, (as 
all fuch points will fall under my particular 
care) but fhall endeavour to conform in every 
thing as much as poffible to your opinions ; 
that if the government fhould ftill remain in 
the fame ftate it is in at prefent, I may have 
the pleafure of often entertaining you ; * if, on 
the other hand, it fhould come to an end, 
and it fhall fo pleafe providence that this mutt 
be the laft time I fhall call on you, you 
may fetaina grateful remembrance of my 
love and efteem for you. Come there- 


* It appears by this letter, that Pha/aris had fome defign 
of laying down the Tyranny. 
vy fore, 
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fore, I defire, as foon as poffible, and bring 
with you that kindnefs and regard, which 
you always fhew'd for Phalaris; whofe 
real character you are yourfelves, of all men, 
beft acquainted with. 


ToPAUROLAS 
SL. 

Ture crown, which you fent me, weighing 
300 Aurei, I have received with the greateft 
pleafure ; both asa teftimony of the readi- 
nefs and affection of him, from whom it 
came, and asthe choiceft gift of fortune ; bee 
ing the very crown I wore on that day, on 
which I facrificed for my vitory over the 
Leontines, and which | afterwards made a 
prefent of to your mother Erithya ; knows 
ing none more worthy of fo precious a gift: 
But you, O my fon, may preve to usa far 
nobler and more beauteous crown, by an 
endeavour to make your behaviour an{wer- 
able to the wifhes of your parents. 


fo HIPPOLY TION, 
LI. 

Tue leave you defired to come to me I 
freely grant; and will give you my word, 
tho’ not my oath, that you may do it with 

fafetys 
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fafety. But if you will not believe me, you 
in truth do me an injury much greater than 
that, of which you are accufed; becaufe, tho’ 
you know I never yet broke my word with 
any man, you would bind me by an oath, as 
if T had already been proved guilty of it ; and 
where is the difference, in regard to virtue, 
between the violation of our word and our 
oath ; fince it is the will, which equally ra- 
tifies and confirms them both ? 


ToPoLyYTIMmoN, 
SXLIL 

Ir your diftruft of me is founded on the 
knowlege of your own character, it is rather 
a compliment to my wifdom, than a reflec- 
tion on my difhonefty ; but if to a fancy’d 
one of mine, it is an ignorant miftake; for fo 
far am I from ever {werving from my word, 
that judging too rathly of other men’s na- 
tures by my own, and trufting to them, as 
having a religious regard to their promifes, I 
have been often deceived. Come therefore, I 
beg, without any fufpicion of deceit in me, 
who will never wrong you; and bear witnefs 
to all mankind, that the faith of Phglaris is 
inviolable, 
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XLIII. 

THE town is furrender’d to Ariflomenes, 
and Hippolytion acquitted, We expect you 
according to promife. For myfelf, lam well; 
if a man may call himfelf fo, who, having an 
infinite variety of affairs upon his hands, and 
fortunate in moft of them, has neverthelefs 
equal reafon to be uneafy about his good and 
bad fuccefs in them. 


Jo Nir t 1A S. 


-XLIV. 

Your fon is beloved by every body on the 
very account, for which you hate him; becaufe 
his manners do not refemble yours; from 
whence you may infer that all thofe, who 
love the fon, muftneceflarily deteft the father. 


Jo ADIMANTUS 


XLV. 
Y hear your brother and you are perpetu- 
ally difputing which is the moft infamous of 
the two. Now lam of opinion, nay I am 


confident, that tho’ he is worfe than the reft 
of 
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of mankind, yet neither he, nor any man in 
the world, can be fo bad as yourfelf. 


To the FEAGESTEANS. 


XLVI. 


ReEcEIVE among you no more of thofe, 
who have deferted from me; for know, that 
both in his rewards and punifhments, Phala- 
ris will. be exceeded by none ; which you 
may eafily be convinced of, if you will call 
to mind the fate of the Milefans and the Le- 
ontines ; the former of whomI made free- 
men, the latter flaves; becaufe the Leontines 
funk my gally, and the Mi/efians would have 
preferved it. 


Jo ANTISTHENES amd THEOTIMUS 
pl ag 


ANTISTHENES has accepted of the pre- 
fents I fent him ; which Theotimus refuted: 
The one I am therefore obliged to; the other 
I fhall not reproach; for as. the former by 
receiving them could not impoverifh me, fo 
neither can the latter by refufing do me any 
injury, 
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To MENECLES. 


XLVITI. 

SINCE you are enter’d into the paths 
of virtue, do not repent of it, if you 
would gladly be thought a ftranger to your 
father’s vices; left you lofe the former 
good opinion, which the Camarians enter 
tain’d of you, and feem as if you only put 
on the good man for a time without any real 
title to that character. 


JoEPISTRATUS. 
XLIX. 

You feem, by your manner of writing, to 
think me one of the happieft of mankind ; 
but let this fhort detail of my circumftances 
undeceive you. Iftobedeprived of my parents 
in my infancy ; foon afterwards by an un- 
forefeen accident banifh’d my country ; to 
be ftripp’d ofall I had ; brought up amongft 
Barbarians ; driven with the utmoft feverity 
from place to place; to have my life perpetually 
endanger’d by the fnares of enemies, and 
treachery of friends ; and laftly, having after 
all gain’d a Tyranny, to have my whole life 
embitter’d by the enjoyment of it; if this is 
tobe happy, Phalaris is indeed the moft bleft 
of Men. 
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To ONETOR. 


L, 


I intreat it as the higheft favour, both of 
you and all my friends, that you would, by 
No means, enquire into my conduct, or bufy 
yourfelves about my affairs, unlefs I fhall my- 
{elf require it of you; for fuch is their un- 
happy fituation, that as the concealing of 
them cannot greatly concern my friends, fo 
the knowlege of them might give my enemies 
the utmoft fatisfaction. 


Jo ETEONICUS. 


LI. 


In regard to other men, I can readily 
take your advice, to forget and forgive all the 
injuries, which I receive ; for, as it is wilcly 
obferved, * 7¢ 2s not for mortals to entertain 
immortal hatred ; but the cruelty of Pytho, 
whilft I live, I will never forget; neither, 
when I am dead, fhall the grave, which 
puts an end to the *refentment of others 


* We meet with this thought quoted from ‘an antient Poet 
in the 2d book of 4riftotle\s Rhetorick, C. 22. and alfo in the 
Philocietes of Euripides. 
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bury the remembrance of it; for furely he 
hath of all men moft unpardonably wrong’d 
me, who bafely by poifon rob’d me of my 
dear Erythza, becaufe fhe refufed to marry 
him, and kindly endeavour’d to follow me 
in my banifhment, 


To the MEGARIANS. 


LI, 

Ir was by no means the hope of any 
favour from you in return, that induced me 
to let go the GalliesI had taken, and which 
it is fufficiently evident you {ent out againft 
me; for if you had been capable of any gra- 
titude for benefits received, you would not fo 
foon have forgot that I had already no lefs 


than three times deliver’d you from the jaws 
of famine. 


To the LEONTINES. 


Lill, 

I have fpared the life of your fpy, Leoni- 
das; not out of any regard to you, but that 
I might have in him, what I have long been 
in fearch of, a man, who is able to give 
me an exact account of all your military pre- 

parations 
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parations againft me. Hehas already, with- 
out being put to the torture, given me a 
moft faithful one of all your affairs; and ‘in- 
form’d me, that you are deftitute of every 
thing but fear, and hunger; in both which 
he hath affured me you moft plentifully 
abound, 


To the HIMERIANS: 
LIV. 

For the fake of Stefchorus, there is no¢ 
any thing, which I would not readily confent 
to. I declare, I would even take up arms, 
hazard my life, and ftrive with deftiny itfelf 
to preferve, for you and for all mankind, 
this divine poet ; whofe charming verfes have 
render’d him fo defervedly illuftrious; whom 
the virgin fifters have fo diftinguith’d above 
the reft of the lyric bards ; and by whofe 
mouth their own fongs and hymns have been 
_deliver’d to us, Be perfuaded, I beg you, 
that Stefchorus, wherever he is buried, is {till 
an Eimerian. Tho’ the whole world will 
claim him on account of his virtues, he will 
not be the lefs yours. By no means, let him 
be number’d amongft the dead; who yet 
lives in thofe divine poems, which we all en- 


joy. 
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joy-- Remember that it is to you he owes 
his birth, his education, and his learning 5 
that he continued with you, finging his 
noble hymns, even to an extreme old age ; 
and all, which the Cataneans have to boaft 
of, is, that when the powers of nature were 
at length exhaufted, he expired amongft 
them. Leta * Temple therefore be built 
to him at Himera, as an everlafting monu- 
ment of his merit, and let his tomb, as they 
fo ardently defire it, be at Catana. Do what- 
ever you think beft in this affair ; and de- 
pend upon it that, as to myfelf, I fhall not be 
wanting in fupplying you with money, arms, 
or men ; but I would have you confider, that, 
as Sicilians, to befiege that city would, 
on many accounts, be imprudent ; for, in the 
firft place, fhould you fucceed, it would not be 
juft or honourable ; and in the next, if you 
fhould fail it. might be extremely prejudicial, 


® We have no account of any Temple dedicated to Ste/- 
horus at Himera; but Cicero, in his fecond Oration againft 
Verres, makes mention of a Statue ereéted there in honour of 
him ; and the people of Catana, where he died, built him a 
magnificent Monument near that gate of the citys which was 

eall’d, in memory of him, Porta Stefichorea. D 
oO 
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Do not therefore refent the lof of Stefichorus, 
or let his death be the caufe of any quarrels and 
divifions amongf{t you. His body is indeed 
no more, but the immortal part, his name, 
fhall remain to all ages. Let his verfes and 
his works, of all kinds, be publickly in{cribed 
in your Temples, and in every private hou ; 
for when thefe are loft, then, and only then, 
will Stefichorus perith. Tranfmit them with 
the utmoft care to your pofterity ; and ref 
affured that the city, which produced fuch a 


man, will not be lefs revered hereafter than 
the poet himéelf. 


fo THRASENOR: 


LV. 

Tue caftle, which after a long and fruit- 
lefs fiege you was obliged to quit, has fur- 
render’d to the foldiers, under the command 
of Teucer ; and this fo fuddenly, that I be- 
lieve it was taken even in lefg time than this 
letter can poffibly reach you. 


To 


Hl 
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* Jo ABARIS. 
LVI, 


Tam inform’d that you have taken a 
journey hither, from the northern and more 
remote parts of the world, to have the oppor- 
tunity of converfing with illuftrious men, 
and have already eftablifh’d a friendfhip with 
Pythagoras, the philofopher, the poet Ste/- 
chorus, and many other of the moft famous 
Grecians; and have learn’d many things of 
them, which has incited you to a ftill greater 
fearch after knowledge, and a more enlarged 
acquaintance with fuch men. If the innu- 
merable calumnies, which are daily {pread 
about concerning me, have yet reach’d you, 
and you are inclined to believe what they 
would infinuate, it may perhaps be in vain to 
endeavour to alter your opinion of me; but 
if you would know the real truth of things, 
and the fentiments of good men ; come and 
live with me (as many, moft eminent for their 
parts and underftanding, have already done) 
and you fhall be convinced by experience 


a 


* Abaris was an eminent Philofopher ; a native of Scythia, 
and {cholar to Pythagoras. 


that 
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that I behave better and with much more 
moderation and humanity, (if I may be al- 
lowed to fay fo much in my own behalf ) 
than is generally reported ; and that Phalaris 
is not inferior to any, even of thofe, whofe 
conduct and wifdom have render’d them 
the mark of univerfal admiration, 


Abaris to Phalaris the Tyrant. 


LVITI. 

Tuy actions fpeak a foul full of cruelty 
and injuftice. Doubtlefs thou oweft thy birth 
to the wild Boar and Lionefs, and not to any 
of the human fpecies, Urged on by pernici- 
ous counfels, and thy own evil difpofition, 
thou doft every thing by open force and vio- 
lence. Think not therefore that Aéaris, 
who is a man of honour and virtue, will ever 
come to Agrigentum; aman, who bears a 
mind not to be tainted by envy, ignorance, 
and cruelty. * But if you are really defirous 
of his company, be ‘obedient to the laws of 


* There is fomething not unlike this in Mr. Lddifon's Cato’ 
where he fays, 
Bid him difband bis Legions, 
Reftore the commonwealth to liberty, Be. 
Bid bim do this, and Cato is his friend, 
. Greece. 


62 Th EPISTLES of 


Greece, and then invite hin. Witha pure 
hand and heart, cherifh and affift the citizen 
and the ftranger. Do this, or 4daris can 
only bid thee farewell. 


To PorystTRATus and Daiscus. 


LVUI. 

Devay not, ] beg, your warlike prepa- 
rations again{ft me ; for neither do I grudge 
you thofe rewards, which the Leontines be- 
ftow’d on you for your harangues againft 
me, nor would I by any means difluade you 
from promoting your intereft and reputation 
hereafter by the fame methods. 


To NAUSICLES. 


| LIX. 

1 have fent the prefents, according to pro- 
mife, to the new married daughter of Pd:. 
lodemus; which Hermocrates (or whoever 
it was) forbid her to accept. Tho’ Tam 
a Tyrant, and no ways related to her, 
yet if I have aéted as a parent, I think 
Tam at leaft entitled to an equal, if not a 
larger fhare of praife and gratitude. To 
thofe, who cenfure my generofity, and call 

it 
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it a largefs, given only to gain her over to my 
party, Tanfwer, I frankly confefs that defign; 
and flatter myfelf, that thofe, on whom fa- 
vours are confer’d, will not probably be fo 
ungrateful as, in return, to injure their bene- 
factor. 


To ARISTOLOCHUS. 


LX. 


Lay atfide, I befeech you, that malice and 
inveteracy, which, in fpite of your affeverati- 
ons to the contrary, you have ever had againft 
me; and let your future atone for your paft 
behaviour. Reflect daily how foolith as well 
as mean it was, when I conferr’d fo many 
favours on you, not only never to repay them 
(for which reafon I fhall hereafter be more 
cautious of creating enemies by my generofi- 
ty) but even to be fo indifferent to your own 
fafety as to wrong and incenfe your benefac- 
tor. As you are now fatisfied how much I 
refent it, you will, I hope, be perfuaded to 
act henceforward with more difcretion, 


To 
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To EPICHARMUS 


LXI. 

Tue advice, which you and Demoteles 
give me, to lay downthe Tyranny, I am far 
from attributing to any ill will againft me ; 
as Iam fatisfied it rather proceeds from your 
ignorance in affairs of this nature. The af- 
fuming it is indeed in our-own choice; but it 
is not fo eafily quitted, when we have already 
trampled on the laws of our country. When 
the dart is once thrown it cannot be recall’d. 
If you can obliterate what is paft, and call 
back the time, when I had not yet began to 
reign, do it, I befeech you ; but if that be 
impoflible, fo doubtlefs is it that your advice 
fhould now be of any fervice to me. 


Jo TIMOSTHENES 


LXII. 

Ler part of the army ftay before the fort, 
and deftroy it; and the reft employ them- 
felves in digging deep trenches to turn afide, 
if poffible, the irruptions of the Sea; that by 
this means thofe grounds, which being over- 
flow'd have fo long remain’d uncultivated, 
when drain’d may prove fruitful: At the 

fame 
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fame time, let the reward for each work be 
laid in the middle before them, and given 
to thofe, who fhall have finith’d eal bufi- 
nefs firft. 


Jo ARISTOLOCH US, 
LX. 

Ir, becaufe I freely pardon’d Stefchorus, 
whom I had taken prifoner, you think 
that you alfo may fafely write Tragedies a- 
gain{t me, believing I mutt wien treat all 
poets with the fame lenity, you are greatly 
he en; for I do by no means admire all 
poets, but good ones only; nor forgive all 
enemies, but the moft braveand He opiallae : 
whilft you, who are both a vile poet, and a 
contemptible enemy, would moft impudent- 
ly fet yourfelf ona level with Stefichorus in 
parts and courage. But you thall quickly 
difcern the difference ; not becaufe you have 
afperfed me in your verfes (for I were the 
loweft of mankind, if ee trafh could any 
wags affect me) but for daring to think < your- 

felf worthy of the fame Hae and regard 
as the divine Stefichorus, 
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T, Ampuipamas and THRASIBULUS. 
LXIY. 

You affirm that you have paid the money, 
which lent you, to Zewcer ; who, on the 
otber hand, denies the receipt of it. Now 
1 have no reafon to diftruft either of you. 
But he defires you would produce fome wit- 
nefS to prove it, and you allege in anf{wer 
that toa friend and one, whom you might 
depend on, you thought a witnefs unnecef- 
fary. Therefore, tho’ I have never received 
the debt, I thall look upon it as paid, that 
I may not feem to fufpeét his honefty or 
yours; for I had rather the truth fhould lye 
conceal’d for ever, than that either of you 
fhould be convicted of a fraud, The lofs 


of money is nothing to that of our friends ; 


_who, when the fact is difcover’d, muit of 
courfe become moft unjuft and perfidious 


enemies, 


Jo PELOPIDAS. 
LXV. 

I would not myfelf chufe to write to Sfe- 
fichorus about the affair, which you men- 
Hon’d to me; neither fhould J do it, would 
he ever corfent to write any thing in praife 

of 
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of the living. * I have already fufficient obli- 
gation to him for his poem on Nicocles’s wife. 
If you have any favour to afk of me, which 
does not depend on any other man’s power, 
but lies intirely in my own, I beg you would 
let me know it, 


Jo TELECLIDES. 


LXVI. 

You have, it feems, thought proper to 
affert, before fome of my particular friends, 
(who you rightly guefs'd would foon 
inform me of it) that after the death 
of Perilaus, who made the Bull, no per- 
fon fhould have ever undergone that tor- 
ture; for that this was the way to lofe me 
the reputation, which I had gain’d, on that 
account. But know, I never valued myfelf on 
the punifhment infliGed on Perilaus, nor did 
I condemn him to it to purchafe any fame or 
honour to myfelf. Iam not under the leaft 
uneafinefs about the calumnies vented again{t 
me for punifhing others in the like manner, 
X cannot fee how the beftowing the juft re- 


# oC 
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wards due to. villany can conftitute a 
good or bad character. I forefaw that 
others by his means would perifh in the 
Bull, and therefore I punifh’d him. For as 
to the workmanhhip of it, inftead of death, 
he on the contrary merited the higheft 
reward. Both his own miferable end, and 
the torments of all thofe unhappy wret- 
ches, who underwent the fame fate, are in 
fome meafure to be attributed tohim, The 
cenfures of ill judging people {hall give me 
no manner of concern, as long as1 am able to 
prove that thofe, who dyed thus, deferved it. 
Beginning therefore at the artift himfelf, who 
fuffer'd firft, whom, for the fake of man- 
kind and human nature itfelf, I was obliged 
to deftroy, proceed candidly to examine 
the merits of all the reft; and if, on the 
ene hand, you cannot but approve the death 
of Perilaus; fo, on the other, ought you 
not to blame me for chaftifing, as I did, both 
thofe, ‘who injured others, and the traitors, 
whom I took off, fora confpiracy againft 
my own life; and furely I werea fit object 
of ridicule, if whilft Idid juftice on thofe, 
who had wrong’d others, even tho’ they were 
of fervice to me, in the mean time I fhould 

let 


el 
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let them efcape, who had plotted to deftroy 
me; and, merely to avoid the unjuft accufati- 
tion of fuch as would call me a cruel and in- 
human Tyrant, had flept as it were infenfible 
of my own apparent danger. Your opinion 
of me, I am fufficiently oo wo with; you: 
need not be at any pains to publifh it. Ceafe 
therefore, I defire, giving either yourfelf ar 
me any farther trouble. 


oT tile se inthe; Laci Si 


LXAVIT. 

SoME neceflary bufinefs calling me to Hzme- 
ra,I foundthe daughters of Stefichorus at their 
lyres, finging verfes; fome made by their 
father, others by themfelves ; which though 
not equal to his, were far BET IOF to Eh 
befides. Thrice happy doubtlefs did I efteena, 
him, who taught them; and thrice 
thofe women, who could thus arrive ata pitch 
of learning fo far beyond the common lot of 
their fex. Exert yourfelf therefore, »my Pay 
rolas. I would gladly know bites It i you 
propofe by fuch violent exetciles of your 
body ; in arms, in hunting, and fuch like 
laborious employments. at the fame time 


n 3 le avin: 
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Jeaving your mind, which alone you fhould 
ftudy to improve, wholly uncultivated by 
the knowlege of oratory, or any of the arts 
and fciences of Greece. Unlefs as a qualifi- 
cation for thofe, who affiftat the facred rites, 
I know no reafon for the exercife of the body 
but for the fake of health and ftrength. He, 
who has the ambition of becoming con- 
{picuous in a common-wealth, muft be care- 
ful in the culture of his mind; unlefs indeed, 
which fome have reported, your defign is to 
gain the Tyranny, as by the laws defcending 
to you ; and becaufe you think ftrength of 
body may beof fervice to you in the acqui- 
fition of it; and on that account are fo fond 
of exercife. Concerning which, take the ad- 
vice of one, who hath long fince repented 
of a Tyranny, affumed not voluntarily but 
through neceffity ; the advice of one, who 
hath: try’d both ftates, and knows it better to 
be govern’d than to govern ; for the fubject, 
freed from all other cares, is afraid of the Ty- 
rant only. The Tyrant dreads both the fo- 
reign confpirator and the domeftic Traitor , 
for amongft a thoufand terrors and misfor- 
tunes,his own guards are firft and moft of all 


to be fear’d. Reflect ferioufly therefore on the 
kind 


/ 
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kind counfel of a father, let no man exceed 
you in merit; and leave empire, with all its 
perpetual dangers and difquietudes, to your 
enemies, and their pofterity, Hf after all, you 
have the weaknefs ftill to think a life like 
mine hath any thing in it pleafing or 
defirable, and is mot rather full of cala- 
mity and diftrefs ; be affured, it isan error ; 
attribute it to your ignorance; and pray 
to God that you may never experience the 
fortune of a Tyrant. 


To the fame: 


LXVIITI. 

T {wear by the Gods I am far from think- 
ing your demands for money extravagant ; 
but lam really at prefent unable to fupport 
your generofity. Your expences I commend, 
and you fhould fooner want friends to beftow 
your bounties on, than liberality in a father 
to fupply them. But where there is {uch be- 
neficence there fhould alfo be a power equal 
to the greatnefs of mind from whence it 
fprings. To fouls capable of {uch virtue, for- 
tune will furely afford the means to exercileit, 
Do not therefore reproach me as if I would 
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refufe a little to him, for whofe fake only all 
Ihave wasacquired. So far am I from blam- 
ing your difpofition that it gives me the 
higheft fatisfaction. 1 beg you would chufe 
out objects worthy of it; and not only be 
liberal at prefent, but as long as the fame 
fortune continues, purfue your defign. The 
means, my generous Paurolas, I fhall moft 
willingly fupply you with ; and look on an 
expence, fo noble and fo promifing, as the 
greateft obligation you can lay upon me, 


Jo ERYTHIA., 


LXIX. 

Your fears for the life of Paurolas under 
a Tyranny, which deter you from venturing 
him to Agrigentum, I can readily pardon, as 
natural to a woman and a mother, anxious 
for a beloved child. But, if you intend to 
detain him always with you, as if he was not 
as much my fon as yours, you infringe the 
mutual rights of parents: In the ftriétnefs 
of law, a boy belongs rather to the father 
than mother ; though, in equity, both have 
an equal title to him: If, whenever you fend 
your fon to his father, you look on it as an 


injury 
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injury done you, to rob you of fo greata 
comfort ; what reafon for complaint muft he 
have, who has not yet once enjoy’d him? 
Ac&t therefore more impartially, and fend him 
to me; not for any length of time, but to 
return very foon; and that in a manner as 
fhall become the fon of Phalaris and Erythia; 
that if I cannot live with you, you at leaft 
may live together in eafe and affluence. Can 
any man think of fquandering away his 
money on others, whilft his wife and child 
are neglected ? For my part, with the 
trueft affection of a husband and a father, 
I fhall divide the largeft part of my fubflance 
between you, as foon as poflible; as well 
on other accounts as that of approaching old 
age, and the cruel ficknefs, from which f 
am fo lately recover’d, and which has taught 
me that every man ought to look on the pre- 
fent day as the laft appointed him to live. 
In regard to your fon’s coming from Creée to 
Agrigentum, and his return home without 
danger, be affured, the tendernefs of a father 
wili be as good a fafeguard asalla mother’s 
rears, 


ey, 
0 


7h. The EPISTLE Sof 


Jo PoLYCLETUS 


LXxX. 


I am at a lofs, I declare, O Polycletus, 
which to admire moft; the excellency of 
your art, or the integrity of your manners ; 
for your fkill conquer’da difeafe, which muft 
have put an end to the life of a Tyrant ; 
and your honour was fuperior to the rewards 
offer’d you to deftroy me: From two of the 
greateft dangers I was ever in, your juftice 
ftept in to fave me ; a moft perilous difeafe, 
and the bribes of my enemies. It was in 
your power, if the difeafe had got the 
better of me, and you had not ufed your 
att to prevent it, to have kill’d a Tyrant, 
and if it had not, yet as I fhould moft pro- 
bably have taken fomething from you by 
way of remedy, though I perifh’d by the 
diftemper, you might neverthelefs have had 
the honour, and the reward due to fo laudable 
an action. But you thought it bafe, for an 
infamous bribe, to facrifice your reputation ; 
and perhaps the very occafion, which brought 
you to me, took away every thought of that 
kind. I however, who was fo much in your 
power that you might have done with me 

whatever 
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whatever you would, am not able to return 
you thanks equal to your virtue. But of 
this Iam affured, that your knowlege is wor- 
thy of that God, who is the author of your 
art. ‘Together therefore, with the praife of 
your fkill and honefty, I have fent you, as 
tokens of my acknowledgement, four phials 
of pure gold, two filver cups wrought 
abroad, ten pair of glafs cups, twenty boys, 
and fifty thoufand Artic crowns. I have alfo 
order’'d my fteward Tewcer to pay you a 
fallary equal to that of my captains of fhips, 
guards, and other centurions. A poor re- 
ward for fo noble a benefit! But let this add, 
in fome meafure, to its value; that he, who 
can never beable to repay the favour, does 
at the fame time confefs his inability of do- 
Ing it. 


To the fame. 


LXXI. 

ON your account I have releafed Callef- 
crus, whole defigns againft me were fo open 
and avow’d, that he has not only confefs’d 
the confpiracy, but pointed out to me all 
thofe, who were concern’d in it; and in- 
form’d me where, hogy, and in what manner 


they 
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they were to have attack’d me. It would 
be the higheft ingratitude in me to deny 
life to any at the interceffion of him, to 
whom J am indebted for my own. Befides, 
I thought it the moft proper gift to beftow 
ona phyfician, who is himfelf for ever em- 
ploy’din giving health and fafety to all, who 
afk it of him. But let Cal/efchrus look on 
it as a piece of good fortune, unexpected and 
undeferved, that he, through your intereft, 
fhould fave his own life, who would have 
taken away that of another; which he would 
foon have executed, had he not been luckily 


prevented. 
To PERISTHENES. 
LXXITI. 

Tue wives of Exbulus and Ariphantus, 
who were engaged in the confpiracy again{t 
me, whom you took prifoners, and whom 
Lat firft intended to cut off, I have pardon’d. 
You will perhaps wonder what could be the 
occafion of fo fudden a change; and when 
you hear that it was owing to their extraordi- 
nary merit, your wonder may increafe. On 
their examination, they not only confefs'd 


that they were privy to the confpiracies 
£ 
OF 
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of their husbands, but that they had them- 
felves agreed to join in killing the Tyrant ; 
and when I demanded of them what injuries 
of any kind I had ever done them to de- 
ferve it, they replied, no private but a pub- 
lick one ; for the higheft injury did they 
efteem it to reduce free cities to flavery. 
When Tafk’d them what punifhment was 
due to crimes like theirs; they reply’d, 
death. Judging them worthy of life, who 
could look on death with fo much intrepi- 
dity, O Peri/ihenes, I could not but forgive 
fuch greatnefs of foul. Call their relations 
together therefore, and reftore to them every 
thing you took from thefe women, when 
you made them prifoners ; that they may, 
by no means, have the leaft injury to com- 
plain of. 


Jo EVANDER. 


LXXIII. 

Botu youand the Eimerians, and even 
the greateft part of all Szcz/y, muft acknow- 
lege that Phalaris furvived the confpiracy 
of Himera, becaufe he was more virtuous 
than his enemies, who were concern’d in it. 
JSupiter isnot fo unjuft a judge as to deli- 

ver 
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ver any man into the hands of thofe, who, 
how good fo ever they might be in other 
re{pects, would dare to violate his Temple by 
an actof impiety. That a Tyrant fhould be 
thus preferved, the world. may yet be un- 
willing to believe. I am concern’d to 
hear that Stefichorus is uneafy at the report 
of Eubulus and his accomplices, who have 
laid their confpiracy to the charge of his 
poems. Let him, by no means, trouble him- 
felf, or think I could poffible give any credit 
to it. For if they had really, as they affert, 
apply’d themfelves to the ftudy of his works, 
they would not now have been punifh’d for 
their crimes ; but rewarded for their virtues, 


To ORSILOCHUS. 


LXXIV. 


Ir it was look’d on asa reproach to me, 
that the philofopher Pythagoras, whom I 
had often invited, refufed to come, (as you 
poflitively afferted, with the higheft enco- 
miums on his prudence in avoiding me ;) 
that he is now here, and has lived with me in 
the ftricteft amity for thefe five months, 
fhould, on the other hand, be mention’d to 

my 
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my honour ; for it is indifputable, that he 
would not have ftay’d an hour with me, if 
my manners and difpofition had not, in fome 
meafure, refembled and been agreeable to his 
own. 


Jo LEONTIDES, 
LXXV. 

By your moft abufive harangues you 
fpirited up the €amarians to wage war a- 
gainft me. * But know, your oratory will 
little avail, when I fhall revenge mayfelf, 
not by empty words, with which youattack’d 
me, but by fuch actions, as will be fufficientto 
deter others from confpiring againft me. 
When the Camarians know this, they will 
furely much rather chufe to experience the 


humanity and benevolence than the rage of 
Phalaris, 


JoDEMARATUS: 


LXXVI. 
CEASE to wonder at the deaths of 4/- 
cinus and Dorymenes, as if infli@ed witha 
Bees aes eh Be rena oma adie 


* See Epift, tox. to Exbulus. Where it is obfervable 
. that this whole Epifile, except the firft Sentence, is repeated. 


tyrannical 
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tyrannical cruelty and injuftice. _ Certainly 
it fhould rather move your admiration, that 
they have already twice or thrice received 
pardon, and not met, long fince, with that 
punifhment, which they deferved. 


To HEGESIPPUS 
LXXVITI. 
I doubt not but you, and the reft of the 


relations of Cli/thenes, who are moft con- 
cern’d at his banifhment, (when to repent of 
what is paft is all that is now left,) are at 
length convinced of his folly, in attempting 
that, for which he fuffer’d. When he was 
firft feduced by the fond ambition of manag- 
ing the commonwealth, I look’d on him with 
an eye of pity, and even fent letters to foretel 
him of the inevitable confequences of it. 
But he, puff’d up with the luft of fame, gave 
no ear to me; thought me a trifler, and an 
utter ftranger to the arts of government ; 
or perhaps as a Tyrant of courfe an 
enemy to all, who confulted the public 
good. In this manner perfifting, his own 
arrogance deftroy’d him; and ‘he learn’d, 
to his ruin, that Phalaris, though a Ty- 
rant knew how to govern a city; which he 


fhew’d himfelf miferably unfit to manage. 
In 
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In reality, thecommon herd are eafily drawn 
away to any thing wrong ; the end of their 
{chemes rarely correfponding with their be- 
ginnings. For my own part, (and I think 
every man in his fenfes muft be of the fame 
opinion) I had much rather be condemn’d 
than applauded by them. Their hatred is 
extinguifh’d in much lefs time than it was 
kindled in ; nor, in fact, at its greateft height 
is it much to be fear’d; while, on the other 
hand, their favour is for the moft part fol- 
low’d by banifhment, death, the lofs of all we 
have, or fomething no lefs calamitous. By 
the great “fove I {wear, I {peak that to thee, 
which I think and know. The multitude 
is ever confufed, mad, impotent, eafy to 
be bent on either fide, perfidious, falfe, a 
mere empty found, angry and pleafed in an 
inftant ; and that flave toa commonwealth, 
who courts the populace, is only feek- 
ing glory to his deftruction. Many yet 
have there been, who have labour’d under 
this difeafe ; hurried on by a foolifh and un- 
bridled paffion, or rather madunefs, to love it 
with a ftronger affection than ever the fondett 
parents fhew’d to their children ; with more 
eagernefs than the tendereft hufbands exprefs 
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me to apply to you fora poem in her praife ; 
and by all I hear from the Syracufians, 
both in regard to her fingular modefty, and 
more than ordinary merit, fhe isno unworthy 
fubje&. I know you had refolved never to 
write any thing in praife of thofe of your 
own age ; left you might give the world room 
to fay your poetry was venal. This good, 
this pious and friendly woman, is now no 
longer of this age, but fnatch’d away from 
us. Let not therefore that refolution, by any 
means, hinder you from granting my requett. 
Stefichorus {hould refufe nothing to Phalaris; 
not that you are at all indebted to me, but 
that I would gladly ftrengthen myfelf in the 
opinion of your regard for me. Give me 
therefore this teftimony of your efteem, 
which I afk in my own name to beftow it 
ona friend. What remains (if you cenfent,) 
is only to inform you, that her name is C/-- 
arifia ; by birth a Syracufian; the daughter 
of Echecratides ; wite and niece of Nicocl’s ; 
married feventeen years; aged thirty; the 
mother of two children ; and that latly the 
died of a confumption. Thefe are the heads 
you muft go upon; may the Goddefies, 
whom you worthip, in{pire you, and adorn 

G2 | that 


Stn ariel at, 
ihe bois waives ji aE sa hn = BNO » ‘ 


84 ThEPISTLES of 


that facred head, as in all your other works, 
fo in that, which you fhall write for my 
fake in praife of Clearz/a. 


To the fame. 
LXXIX, 

For your verfes on Clearifia, I return you 
many and moft hearty thanks. You have 
done all in your power to oblige me. 
Every part of the work is happily difpofed ; 
the whole poem excellent, and applaud- 
ed, not by me alone (who admire every 
thing that comes from Stefichorus) but by 
many of the beft judges in Agrigentum, who 
‘ead it with me. Nor will it be celebrated 
yy the prefent times only, but by all pofte- 
rity.. My fincereft acknowlegements there- 
fore, I again repeat it, are due to you, thatat 
my requeft you have enrich’d this and future 


t 
i 
4 
t 


ages with fo invaluable a poem. But of me 
and my actions (for fomething of that kind 
you feem to intimate in your letter) I befeech 
you, by ove the hofpitable, and the facred 
altars dedicated to friendfhip, that you would 
not mike the leaft mention. ‘The unhappy 
ftation Iam in has made my name hateful 
tothe people, Whether your private opinion 

of 


PHAL ARIS Ss 
of me therefore be more or lef§ favourable 
than that of the publick, let it be never 
openly declared in the verfes but wrote in the 


heart of Stefichorus. 


Jo CLEANETAS and THEANO, 
LXX%X. 


For your warmth in stan my caufe, 
and the generous defign of fpeaking favour- 
ably of Phalaris, you hae both n ny fincere 
thanks. Tho’ it would give me the greateft 
fatisfaction, my hard fortune will not permit 
it. In regard to my birth and family, you 
will find my name fpotlefs and unblemifh’d, 
But it has been fullied by ations, to which 
neceflity drove me, contrary to my natural 
inclinations. Nor am I odious on any othe 
account, but that I would not fubmit to th 
laws, making myfelf a law to my fub- 
jects. The favour therefore, which you de- 
fign’d, by making honourable mention of 
Phalaris, will be more effectually conferr’d 
by faying nothing of him. 
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To the ENNZE ANS. 
LAAs 


means have you imagine 


, on account of the money, 


woulc 
uneafinefs 
which I remitted to you, was the occafion 
this letter ; but that you might enjoy the 
full benefit of it, by calling Perzander to 


a 
: q 4q Pog are 1 
puitice, Though, if it fh ould appear that 


this accufation of theft againft him was with- 
fout ndation, Im Hite own I fhould then be 
inclined to fufpect that the city was not in 
reality deftitute of oe ; but that this was 
merely a pretext, made ufe of to defraud the 
creditors. It has indeed an appearance even 
of madnefs, one moment to plead poverty 
and beg money, and the next, as if they 
abounded in riches, to give up the public 
{tock a prey to robbers. You fhould certainly 


. CW ae. tee ee ; : 

have’convinced your creditors that you were 
e q e | 4 : ax 

rich, by paying them; or the theives, that you 
were poor, by givingthem nothing. But if, 


his, you permit what ‘belo ngs to 
ublic to fall into the hands of any, on 
sleafe to come for it, and at the fame. 
time pretend that you are too poor to fatisfy 
your creditors, you ena unjuftly without 


f i a « * pa | a a ag 
the leaft excufe for or inducement toit; it 
would 
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would be much more honou rable 
repay what you borrow’d, which otherwife 
would fall into the oe ne lund 
tae thus to deceive me, under the pretence 


f trying my ge snerofity, < and p perm] itting Pe- 


) 


riander to enjoy the money, I lent you 
unmolefted. Itis however yet in your pow- 
er either to procure fatisfaction for me and 
fafety to yourfelves, or to throw away both 


ny Money and your OW ll. 


ryt 
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Tuat the Camarians, who for a long 
time refufed to enter into a war on fo tri- 
vial an occafion, haveat length levied an 
army againft me, may perhaps give you no 
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repent. What relief or comfort will tl 
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remain for you? If indeed your having 


} . 
perfuade ed the Camarians to this could have 


given me any uneafinefs, it might alfo have 


Se 


afforded you a pleafure ; ay : every thin 
you have hitherto done, you have only pre- 
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judiced yourfelf. My torments fhall never 
put an end to the life of fuch a wretch as 
thyfclf. Under a weight of guilt like thine, 
to live is the propereft punifhment ; and to 
have thy days extended, if poffible, beyond 


the term, which nature has allotted thee. 


To the Mitt Es ANS 


LXX XTII. 

By the perfuafions of your ambaffadors, 
1 have been prevail’d upon to lend you fome 
money ; which yet, on account of the per- 
ee expence of wars, I can ill fpare. 
But friendfhip, as it is faid, admits of no ex- 
cufes. Let me not however reproach you 
icreafter for imitating the generality of man- 
sind; who, when ay borrow, ufe all the 
arts of diniptl but when call’d on to re- 
turn it, change their fawning toabufe, with- 
out the leaft regard to juftive or gratitude. 
Doubtlefs he, who receives a benefit, fhould 
remember him, who beftow’d it; and till 
the obligation is cancell’d, by the difcharge 
of what he owes, behave with equal courtefy 
to all ot , to whom he is indebted. Be 
ie y good or bad men, the favour is ftill the 
fame; and we fhould return to every one 
theirown. For my own part, OQ Milefens, 

I 
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I truft I am ever firm to my principles, and 
the fame ; but thofe, who borrow only to 
ferve a prefentturn, are too apt to change 
their difpofitions with their circumftances, 
as the Camelecn its colour, according to 
the cert of its fituation. When they 
borrow, they extol their friend as their bene- 
faétor and their God ; when he is to be 
paid, calumniate him asa Tyrant and a vil- 
lain. Tam fatisfied it is much more eligible 
to be defrauded by a private man than by a 
whole community ; for he, who is deprived 
of his right by the fa Oh makes but one 
enemy, and that an infigni Be nt one; where- 
as he, who is wrong’d by the Ia atter, meets 
with an equal ee ond befides creates a 
thoufand. Bit as I have not the leaft fufpi- 
cion of any thing of this kind from you, I 
mott willingly fend you the money ; becaufe 
I know you are careful in all your affairs, 
and the ftricteft obfervers of juftice in 


X7 UL 
ye 
agreements. Nor need J[ inform you, ey 


it will be with much more diftic culty believed 
that one fhould injure many, than that many 
fhould injure one ; for it is infinit ely more 
probable that a multitude fhould hold 

contempt a fingle man, than that a ait 
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mak 
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man fhould have .ftrength and courage e- 
nough to defpife a multitude. 
To the MESSENIANS, 
LXXXIV. 

Wuen I fent the De/pbic_ tripods, the 
golden crowns, and other valuable gifts to 
your Temples, to implore health of the Gods, 
I was in fome doubt whether you would 
pioufly on ‘ate them, or defraud me, and 
{hare them among vourteles which laft I 


(o) 


Cd 


find you have done. You invented falfities 


lp “4 


againft me, and facrilegiot ily deprived the 


Gods of the : prefents devoted to them, under 


yeas that they were unholy. * But 
air 


where is the difference between robbing them 


O 


of that, which is already confecrated ; or 
ae | ; Ba - ee é : Bi 

that, which was defign’d to be fo? Both 

are equally their right 


oO b) 


and the giver has 
no Girther title to them. My reverence to 
the Gods therefore and your impiety are fuf- 


ficiently attefted. Neither he, who gave, 


nor thofe, who took away, can lye hid from 


them. It isenough for me that though they 
did not receive the gifts, you alone will be 


Ma 
et 
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scian’s Phalaris, p. 10. 
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the object of their vengeance; for you con- 
fefs’d that what I fent, were not polluted; nor 
could they indeed be fo, u: nlefs the fame thi ings 


La 


fhould ae the double qualityof being good, 


when diftributed among you, and bad, when 
offer’d to the Gods. You have even accufed 
and condemn’d yourfelves ; for the magiftrates 
lay it to the charge of the p people, that they 
were thus treated as the gifts of an enemy 


oie eMy, 


and they in their turn retort it on the ma- 


ai 


giftrates ; and what is ftill more impious 


$v 


> 
you call the Gods themfelves traitors, thould 


they receive thefe prefe nts 5 as if they were 
fubject to the vices of mankind ; whe: at the 


when at the 
fame time you have never call’d to account 
thofe honeft citizens of your repu! bli¢, who 
would no lefs than three times hay e gladly 
furrender’dup Meffana, inthe fame manner 
as I got Cone, into my hands, if I 
RR have given them the price they afk’d 


for it. Bae.y you dare not punith them for 
what you are yourfelves guilty of. You are 
all to be corrupted. My intended eifts 
and thofe, which I have already offer'd to 
the Gods, I thall concern myfelf no farther 
about. Thofe Gods, whom you have in- 
Jured, will revenge my caufe and their own, 


by 
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by inflicting on you that punifhment, which 
you deferve. 


Jo TIMONACTES, 


LXXXV. 
T have defeated the Leontines. But that 


you may be the better able to bear this mif- 
fortune, and left the telling you all fhould 
perhaps make you lay violent hands on 
yourfelf, I have not wrote you a diftinct 
account of the whole ; nor fhail I inform 
you that I have alfo totally routed the Tau- 
romenites, and the Zancleans, who came to 
their affiftance; neither will I mention the 
hundred talents, which the prifoners paid 
me for their ranfom. I would not deftroy 
one already almoft dead with the report of 
my incredible victories, or boaft I had thus 
kil?d a man, when in your prefent condition 
you no longer deferve the name of one. 


Jo H1iERO? 


LXXXVI. 

Tuo’ I have matter enough of complaint — 
againft thee, efpecially for thy harangues to 
the Leontines in the late popular fedition, I 
fhall only tell thee that the Indian Elephant 
never ftoops torefent the injuries of the Guat. 


To 


To ARISTMNETUS, 


LXXXVII. 


THE approach of old age does not give 
me any concern ; fince it is Phalarzs hime 
{elf and not his power, which decays. But 
your anxiety on my account makes me un- 
happy. In fpite of all the fears of Arife- 
netus, death muft infallibly come. * Jf 7s 
better therefore, according to the precept of 
the poet, to fuffer the evil that is decreed, 
without the dread of it. 


Jo th HIMEREANS. 


LXXXVIII. 


You have fufficiently difcover’'d to me, 
© Himereans, that you think it of very little 
confequence to you whether Phalaris be 
your friend or enemy: Providence however 
has hitherto fmiled upon me; and I look on 
its paft protection as an earneft of future 
favours, and doubt not but every thing will 


y 


vance ae ee 


AT AEE STN 


* The original is in two Iambic verfes, quoted by Phalaris 
{om fome antient poet, whofe works are not now extant. 


happen 
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happen tomy with. Conon, * as I before 
inform’d you, I order’d to immediate death ; 
becaufe I knew him to bea villain, and one, 
who had neither * parents nor relations in the 
city. Dropidas I {ent back to yu with fuch 
honours as I could beftow on him; becaufe 
he neither behaved ill to you, nor injured me. 
Concerning Svefichorus we fhall take time to 
confider. 


To NEOLAIDAS. 
LXXXIX. 
affured yee have nothing to fear from 
ny re Peanas for I find the good things 
you have done ‘oie outweigh the evil, To 
the former therefore add this ; never to force 
me to entertain a worfe opinion of you than 
have at prefent. 
To MNESICLES. 
XC, 

I heartily congratulate you on the birth 
of your daughter ; though it feems you 


f: 


ot 
& 


See Ep. 108. 
« Among other reafons for ordering Conon to immediate 
death, Phalaris mentions his having no friends or relations; 
fo that the punifhment could affeét none but the guilty 
perfon; which, if it was thus meant, is a matk of the hu 
manity of the Tyrant. 


with’d 
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with’d rather for a fon. I own, in my opi- 
nion, you are much happier asit is; for na- 
ture has fo order’d it that daughters are gene= 
rally the moft dutiful to their parents, In, 
regard to my prefents, I fhall then think 
they are really acceptable to you, when you 
1ot only gladly receive what I fend, but will 
let me know what you moft want ; which 
Icannot poflibly otherwife be acquainted 
with ; and efpecially at this time, when you 
mutt neceffarily have occafion for a larger 
fupply, on account of the birth of your 
daughter, 


Jo ALC ANDER, 


XCI, 

Let not my filence encourage you, of 
any man living, to hope his words or ac- 
tions could intimidate me. For as I 
know the art of war, as I never yet ridi- 
culoufly attempted any thing beyond my 
ftrength, or did any thing unjuft, and as I 
am no itranger to the inconftancy of for- 
tune, and all her doubtful and fluctuating 
motions, I account myfelf therefore fitter 
to teach others than to be myfelf inform’d of 


oe, 
Lala 
Tnei 
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thefe things, and yield to none, ina juft 
confidence of my own abilities. Itruft in 
God I hall never fhew myfelf inferior to 
the man, who injures me, and have a firm 
hope in him, that he will deliver up all 
thofe, who confpire againft me, into my 
power. 


To STESICHORUS. 


XCII. 


I hear you have been at Aluntium, Alefa, 
and from city to city to colle& money and 
foldiers againft me; and will you then, O 
Stefichorus, continue, at your years, this ri- 
diculous madnefs, in fupport of a common- 
wealth ? Have you no veneration for thofe 
Goddeffes, you pretend to adore ; whom you 
thus proftitute and betray, by making ufe 
of them to ftir up the populace againft a 
power much too ftrong for them? Have 
you no more regard to your children than 
thus to provoke an enemy able to crufh 
them like a reed? I hear alfo that you are 
about adefcription, in verfe, of the return 


of 
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of the Grecians ; * wherein you have cen- 
fured the rafhnefs of fome of their Heroes ; 
little confidering, at the fame time, how 
you fhall yourfelf return from Ale/z to 
fimera. But know, the Rock of Caphareus, 
the Symplegades, Charybdis, and all the dread~ 
ful preparation of Nauplius await thee ; nor 
fhalt thou efcape my hands, -+ though a God» 
which with you poets is no uncommon 
thing, fhould tranfport thee from my fight. 


tt Io the HimEREANS, 
XCIII. 

To Stefichorus we have given liberty, and 
free pardon, tho’ not at your interceffion ; 
in {pite of which he might have fuffer'd a 
thoufand deaths ; but we yielded him up to 
thofe Goddeffes, to whom he is devoted, and 
to all the Gods and Heroes, who prefide 


* Phalaris alludes here to a poem, written by Stefichorus 
call’'d I’Ais Teposs, or the deftruction ef Troy, cited by 
Paufanias. 

t Sed me per boftes Mercurius cer. Rom. 
Denso paventem fuftulit dére. 

Says Horace, after he had ran away at the battle of Philippi. 

Phalaris molt probably alludes to Homer’s Heroes, who are 
frequently convey’d away in a Cloud by fome God, who fteps 
in to their affiftance. See Iliad B. 3. and Odys, B. 7. 

Tt See Ep. 108, 
H over 
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over Himera. ‘They have never injured 
Phalaris. What fchernes he plan’d a- 
gainft me you beft know ;. but ‘confcience’ 
would not permit me to’ joina man, like 
him fo juftly renown’d for wifdom, afd 
facred to the Mufes) in the fame punith- 
ment with fo infamous a wretch as Conon. 
On the contrary, I could wifh to: preferve 
fuch men from the power of death, But I 
enjoin you henceforth never urge him on 
to actions’ like thofe he fo lately engaged in; 
for, as Iam inform’d by fome people of 
Alafa, it was not his own inclinations, but 
your rath advice, which drove him to it. 
Force him not therefore any more to things 
of this kind; but chufe out men fitter for 
your purpofe, Leave Stefichorus to his 
ftudies and retirement, and by no means 
raife up enemies againit me, who refemble 
him, whom I fhall perhaps be tempted to 
treat with lefs moderation. . But, if you 
are in want of men to manage your affaits, 
pick out fuch, I befeech you, “as, if they 
chance to fall into my hands, I may cut off 
without any fcruple or remorfe; whofe 
deaths will give neither you nor myfelf the 
leaft uneafinels. 


To 


PHALARITIS. 99 


Jo STESICHORUS, 


XCIV. 

THouGH we are not lord of Himera, 
O Stefichorus, yet are we of Agrigentum. 
Great therefore is my obligation to thee, who, 
by endeavouring to take away from me a 
lefs empire, haft given me a greater; for 
know, whilft lam mafter of Agrigentum, 
I can with eafe revenge myfelf of all the 
enemies, which I have at Hzmera. 


Jo AUTONOAS, 
XCYV. 

On the receipt of your letters, I fent you 
the money immediately ; it having been ever 
my opinion that to make a benefit truly va- 
luable, it fhou!d be conferr’d not only fea~ 
fonably but expeditioufly. Ihave therefore 
given you the three talents you defired, to 
pay the fine for your fon, to recall him from Ha 
banifhment, and prevent his ever falling a- | 
gain into the like calamity. How great a 
one itis, I myfelf know by experience. 1 
have alfo fent three talents to recover his 

-oods, which were confifcated. But let me 
advife Cliffhenes never to engage again in the | 
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affairs of the commonwealth ; nor entangle 
himfelf in a bufinefs, which, if it fucceeds, 
the whole body reaps the fruit of, and, if it 
fails, all the misfortunes refulting from it 
are fure to fall on the leaders. If hisown 
diftreffes are not a fufficient leffon, let him 
learn one from the example of his kinfman 
Phalaris. Unikill’d in the management 
of a multitude, I was driven out of my 
native country ; to which, though a Tyrant, 
I can never return; and furely the pleafures 
of a Tyranny can never compenfate for the 
pains of exile. I fwear by the Gods, Ido 
not fay this from any uneafinefs at the ex- 
pence you have put me to, but from an un- 
feign’d forrow for your misfortunes. Iam 
not afraid that I fhould be obliged to repeat 
the favour, but that you fhould be again re- 
duced to the neceffity of afking it; for, in 
regard to my friends, the more unfortunate 
they are, the greater willingnefs and liber- 
ality would I endeavour to thew in their re- 
lief. 
To NICOPHEMUS 
ACVI. 
Tue wretches, whom in your harangue 
to the Leontines you reprefented as expiring 
under 


£ Ae AGA. R TS: IOI 


under fuch cruel torments, I put to death 
juftly for a confpiracy againft me. But you, 
not in the leaft terrified by their example, 
have yourfelf been guilty of the fame, and 
endeavour'd to fpirit up the Leontines 
to a war, which fuch arguments as 


thofe you made ufe of will hardly in-- 


cline them to profecute. It is fcarce pof- 
fible the man, who is dreaded for his cruelty, 
fhould alfo be defpifed for his cowardice ; 
but if they fhould follow your advice and 
take up arms againft me, I {hall not envy 
you the due * reward of your fervices, nor 
endeavour by any means to diffuade you from 
the purfuit of it. 


To Lysinus. 


XCVII. 
Witt there never then, O Lyj/inus, be 


an end to thy rafhnefs? O thou moft foolith 
of men; at thirty years of age, to have no 
more regard to thyfelf than thus to provoke 
an enemy fo much thy fuperior ; ftill con- 
tinuing to write tragedies againft me, as if 
{uch things could give me the leaft uneafinefs? 
But take heed thyfelf of an end more cruel 
than any tragedy thou couldft ever invent. 


* The Bull. 
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Jo EPICHARMUS. 


XCVIII. 

Your approbation outweighs with me the 
good opinion of all Sicily, even though, 
when you fpeak of meas] am, nota man 
in it will perhaps credit your affertion. The 
vulgar, born merely to fill up the creation, 
T have always look’d upon as unworthy of 
the leat regard ; whether I am utterly un- 
known to, or admired by fuch, will be of no 
confequence. There are many who think with 
you (though I would rather count by virtue 
than by numbers) who efteem mean honeft 
anda virtuous man. But did you even ftand 
alone in your judgment, that teftimony 
in my favour would be fufficient, nor fhould 
I defire a nobier encomium. 


Jo CEBRON. 
XACIX. 

Wen you are fo well acquainted with 
my difpofition, when you know and wonder 
at my cruelty in infli€ing fuch exquifite 
tortures, how comes it to pafs that none of 
you have yet been deterr’d from entring 
into confpiracies againft me? You weep 
over the miferies of thofe, who fuffer, and 

yet 
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yet will not Jet them teach you not to in- 
jure Phalaris. It would be much more 
agreeable to me not to be reduced to a ne- 
ceffity of infli@ing fuch punifhments, and 
furely more to your intereft not fo rafbly to 
defpifethem. Should Tact with mildnefs in 
the chaftifement of offenders, what would 
you not attempt, when even now, withor: 
the leaft hope of favour or mitigation of the 
punifhment, you run upon it with the ut- 
moft precipitation? I promife therefore to 
ceafe from my cruelty, when you fhall frit 
ceafe to injure me. 


JoEuU CTEMON. 


C, 

Tuere is nothing in your accufation of 
me before the Syracufians, which 1s not 
ftrily true; and I readily confefs it. But 
fhould I, for the future, abftain from punifh- 
ing fuch as doubilefs deferved what I infli€t- 
ed on them, and you on your part leave 
off thofe counfels fo prejudicial to you, it 
would be much better for us both; as no 
one would then have any reafon to blame 
my conduét or lament your fuffcrings, 

H 4 Ta. 
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Jo CLEOBULUS. 
CI. 


You cannot, with all your harangues, 
perfuade the Camarians to enter into a war 
againft me, which they know muft be car- 
ried on, not by plaufible {peeches, but by great 
and glorious aéts, Therefore, if you think 
to fucceed with them, you muft firft con- 
vince them that the event will be anfwerable 
to your promifes; but, if this will not gain 
their affent, change your opinion; ad- 
vife them to the contrary ; and you may pro- 
bably, by this means, gain your point. As 
the cafe now ftands, one of thefe two things 
is indifputable ; they either difapprove of the 
counfel as prejudicial, or defpife the coun- 
fellor, as infignificant. I am inclined to 
think both ; but know, I fhall revenge my- 
felf on you, not by empty words, with which 
you attack’d me, but by fuch actions as will 
be fufficient to deter others from confpiring 
againft me. When the Camarians know 
this, they will furely much rather chufe to 
experience the humanity and benevolence 
than the rage of Phalaris. | 


To 
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ty 


Jo CLEODICUS. 


CII, 

You have laid defigns againft me of the 
blackeft nature, O Cleodicus, and which it 
is far beyond your power to execute. How 
do you flatter yourfelf you can ever hurt 
Phalaris, by thus flavithly obeying the niece 
of a low Thracian Tanner, the wife of 
Autander ; a wretch, who kill’d her husband, 
and owes all fhe has to that infamous mur- 
ther? But I will not let my anger tranfport 
me fo faras to make me employ myfelf in 
enumerating thy villanies, If J thought thee 
worth punifhing, I would inftantly revenge 
myfelf, for all thy injurious treatment of 
me, on thee and thy whole race, 


To the Children of StTEStcuHoRUs. 


CII]. 

Wuar fitter confolation can you have in 
your prefent affliction, than to refle& on the 
virtue of that father, whom you lament? The 
funeral of Stefchorus thould be follow’d with 
hymns and not with tears. Do not there- 
fore weep or beat your breafts, or thew any 
marks of forrow ; not but that fuch are and 
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muft neceffarily be made ufe of ; fuch ex- 
preffions of grief are proper over thofe only, 
whofe lives, as ufelefs and unprofitable to the 
world, rather than their deaths, are to be re- 
gretted; fuch indeed we may lament, but not 
Stefichorus; who {pent his days in the fociety 
of the mufes, and. whofe name will be re- 
vered by future ages. His divine poems are 
defervedly efteem’d, not only by our own 


nation but by allthe world; and to me the 


everlafting power of God, diffufed through 
the whole univerfe, is nothing but harmony ; 
that harmony, which he fo nobly imitated. 
Shew yourfelves therefore the worthy children 
of fuch a father. It will be no eafy tafk to 
follow, even at a diftance, fo bright an ex- 
ample: By no means grieve at his glorious 
lot, which will fecure. to him a happinefs 
not confined to one age, but extended to all 
eternity. Do not rob him of that fame and 
thofe divine honours, which the Azmereans 
pay to him as a God, by weeping over him 
asaman. He (I can from my own know- 
lege of him.affert) was never terrified at the 
approach of death; but, when the time 
appointed came, bore it with the fame intre- 
pidity as thofe illuftrious Heroes, whofe 

gloriqus 
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glorious deaths he has celebrated in his 
poems ; thofe poems, which you are to look 
upon as the moft invaluable treafure, and 
the beft rules for your conduét in life. You 
muft yourfelves call to mind how nobly he 
behaved, when he firft fell.into my hands, 
without the leaft dread of fuffering, but with 
as much courage, when a prifoner, as when 
an enemy in the field. _Wifdom. then tri- 
umph’d over tyranny. I could not hurt, I 
could only endeavour to do him fervice, Af- 
ter all the labour I had been at to get him into 
my power, when I had compajs'd it, [became 
as it were myfelf the captive, and thought 
myfelf the perfon obliged, when he would 
condefcend to accept any favour from me ; 
nor do I hold him any ways bound to: me 
for the. continuance of my friendfhip for 
twelve years, (for fo long did he live after- 
wards in amity with me,) but fhall ever 
think myfelf indebted to him; as for many 
things, fo. more particularly for that con- 
tempt of death, with which he only of all 
mankind could have infpired me. 


To 
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To th CATANEANS 


CIV. 

You may perhaps think you have already 
fufficiently fuffer’d for all the injuries you 
have done me ; becaufe, for the thirty men 
you fo cruelly burn’d, you have loft five hun- 
dred citizens, and for the feven talents you 
rob'd me of have repaid me by a much 
greater fum. But let this inform you, what 
you have hitherto fuffer’d is but the begin- 
ning of my refentment. My hatred of you, 
whilft providence holds together this frame 
of things, I will never remit ; Iam re- 
folved to wage eternal war with you ; not fo 
much for my own fake as that of the Gods, 
in whofe power only it isto fave or to de- 
ftroy. * If the fire of tna, into which yeu 
threw thofe innocent fuppliants, whofe caufe 
I revenge, be, like the other elements of 
nature, a part of the divine principle of all 
things, not Phalaris alone, but that fun, who 
beholdeth all, muft henceforth be your enemy. 


ee ee 2 aed ee 
* According to that fyftem, which prevail'd in the age of 
Phalaris, of the dsima Mundi, held by Pythagoras and his 
followers. The Tyrant could not pay a higher compliment to 
the Philofopher, whofe friendfhip he was at this time fo ambi- 

tious of, than by thus adopting his principles. 
Ta 


PHALARIS: 169 


JoNICENATUS. 
CV. 

My frequent letters to your father, defiring 
him to puta ftop, if poffible, to your rafh 
attempts againft me, have perhaps only given 
you farther encouragement in the purfuit of 
them ; as if my requefts on that head were 
the effect of fear. But furely I fhould have 
thought it much beneath me to have wrote 
on that account: The truth is, having 
heard that your aged father was a man of a 
mild and tender difpofition, and had no other 
children but yourfelf, I could not help pitying 
him ; and at the fame time, in fome meafure, 
pardoning you ; attributing your indifcretion 
to the heat of youth; whilft you, without the 
leaft regard to a father, trembling for his only 
child, or to your own fafety, perfift in your 
follies ; either becaufe you have never fuffer’d 
for them, or becaufe you think you may leave 
them off, whenever you pleafe ; which fel- 
dom happens, even to much wifer men than 
yourfelf. Whilft therefore it is yet in your 
power to chufe that, which is beft, do not 
follow the example of Iimander, but rather 
hearken to an enemy, who confilts your 
welfare, than a friend, who would perfuade 
you to your ruin, : To 
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[To PoLttux: 
Cyvr 


Be affured, Pollux, my injuries are much 
ereater than my refentments; nor are, as you 
affert, the evilsl bear myfelf, and the punifh- 
ments I infli€t on others, equally cruel ; for no 
lefs than thrice have I. pardon’d thofe, who 
con{pired againft me ; whereas on their fide, 
of all thofe, who have thus treated me, not 
one, even after being detected in his villany, 
will blufh to repeat it. 


To The EGYNIAN'S. 


CVII. 

I {ee no reafon why, as I have power to 
do it, I fhould not, with the ftricteft juftice, 
revengé myfelf on you; which I will ine- 
vitably do, unlefs you inftantly fend back the 
men, whom you illegally, (and merely in 
compliance with that infamous wretch Pa/o) 
have detain’d thefe three months in prifon, 


Toe the HiMEREANS. 


CVI. 
Know, Stefichorus, Conon, and Dropidas 
are not with the Corinthians, to whom you 
A eins a fent 
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fent them, but with me ; being taken in their 
paflage from Pachynus to Peloponnefus. Dro- 
pidas we fhall perhaps fend back to you, 
Conon was order’d to immediate Death. S¥e- 


fichorus is yet alive till we have refolved in 
what manner he fhall fuffer, 


foSTESICHORY $; 


CIrX, 

1 hear you are in the greateft fear, when 
you refieét on my power and your own 
guilt, in carrying on defigns againft me in 
favour of the commonwealth, But Iam a- 
mazed you fhould not have exprefs'd the fame 
fear, when with fach ardour you firft affifted 
the Himereans and promifed, if they would 
take your advice, to extirpate the tyrannical 
government, as you call'd it. But if you had 
then that contempt of death, which every 
wife man ought to have, why are you now 
in fuch anxiety? Have you not ftrength 
of mind enough to bear up againft thofe 
things, which you then forefaw would be 
the inevitable confequences of fach an under- 
taking. If you were always uneafy at the 
apprehenfion of future punifhment, why 
would you fo rathly exclaim againft me? 


Why 
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Why would you ftir up fo powerful an enemy; 
by reprefenting me as an haughty villain, and 
producing fentences out of your poems before 
the people to afperfe me? Engaged as you 
were in the peaceable ftudies of mufick and 
poetry, why would you thus throw yourfelf 
into a way of life fo directly inconfiftent with 
them ; and when you might have enjoyed 
leif{ure and retirement, thus involve yourfelf 
in affairs fo ill fuited to your talents? But 
fince you have refolved, inftead of a poet, 
to be the leader of a popular faction, look 
for the fate, not of poets or muficians, 
but fuch a one as thofe leaders, who enter 
into defigns far beyond their abilities, and 
fall into the hands of their enemies, muft ex- 
pect to meet with. 


Jo CLISTHENES. 


CX. 

THERE ate a kind of men, who, if their 
advice be rejected, never fail to take occafion, 
from the event they had foretold, to aflume 
oreat merit to themfelves ; whofe example I 
would by no means follow ; nor do I mean by 
this letter to double your calamity by re- 


proach, tho’ the misfortune you fell into 
. | might 
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might have been prevented, by giving ear to 
what I propofed. But thofe, who ad thus 


5) 

1 
have always appear’d to me to do it merely 
J s v. {4 Tre 
with a defign to magnify their own wifdom, 
% 1 ae, «1 - ae eee os Ved 
and infule ¢] who would 


not follow their counfel. For my own part; 
as I fotenh and warn’d you of what would 
happen, now it is come to pafs, I take 
to myfelf a fhare both of your error and 
your misfortune ; I admonifh’d you indeed ; 
but in regard -to your ill fuccefs, whether 
owing toaccident or mifcondua, Iam equal- 
ly concern’d for it. I fhall not lay the blame 
on fortune; but ufe my utmoft endeayours 
to remove the evil as foon as poffible ; of 
which, when you fee your mother, you will 
be more fully inform’d. After all, your ob- 
ftinacy in refufing my protetion in your 
banifhment is highly to be condemn’d. But 
if the fear of reproach hinder’d you, Iowan 
the exprefling fuch a fenfe of your error 
gives me fome fatisfaGtion. If any other 
reafons deterr’d you, I am greatly wrong’d 
by your fufpicions. If your apprehen- 
tions of my refentment was the true caufe, 
and you are afhamed of your error, I flatter 
| myfelf 
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my felf you will never be guilty of the like a- 


Paln, 
Soo} 


To Niciprus. 


CXI. 

By accepting my prefents, you have con- 
ferr’d an obligation on me ; and I thank you 
for if. But becaufe you feem’d apprehenfive 
of the refentment of the Syracufians on this 
account, I muft inform you that if you had 
not accepted of them, I would have accufed 
you of it to your enemies, and afiured them 
that you had. So that the confequence 
would have been the fame; or rather there 
would have been more danger in refufing 
than receiving them ; for if you had done 
the former, I would have affrm’d I gave 
them to you, and you would have heen 
thought as guilty as if you had received them. 
If the latter, I fhould have abfolutely deny’d 
my fending them to you; which would 
have vouch’d your innocence, and freed you 
from all fufpicion, 


Jo HiERONYMUS. 
CXIL 
You afk me by what means I can ever 
“hope to vanquith the Leontines, who invade 
and 
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and ravage my kingdom. I {hall not allege 
the juftice of my caufe, or that I a& only in 
my own defence ; fuch reafons would 

to you of little moment; but this I dare 
affirm, that, whatever you may pretend, you 
cannot but know I am provided with plenty 
of arms, brave foldiers, money, fhips and 
horfes; all which though they are utterly 
deftitute of ; they have yet enter’d into a war 
with one, who has not only all -thefe, but 
good fortune always to fecond him in every 
undertaking. 


Jo LAMACHUS. 


CXIITI. 

In your harrangues to the Camarians, 
whenever you can get the ear of the po- 
pulace, be are perpetually recalling to their 
minds the death of the eve en and thirty, who 
were, as you exprefs it, fo inhumanly tor-~ 
eee in my Bull. May that number nev 
be increafed; J {wear, by the great ae 
{ with it never may. But I know fome, 
who will not permit meto ftophere. I fear 
you will bligen ae to make them thirty nine, 
by adding yor arfelf and the rath Ep nes - 
little confideri: 


¢ that your idlecalumnies can 
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never prejudice me ; while on the other hand 
my revenge may coft you your lives. 


Jo N1.c.A Rk CH Ue 
CXIV. 

You have not perfuaded the Camarzans to 
make war againft me; but you have obliged 
me to take up arms againft them. They 
indeed aéted as wife men fhould ; for, en- 
deavouring after a right underftanding 
of the affair, and weighing the event before 
they would enter into the undertaking, 
they rejected your advice a long time; 
and yet youare not afhamed, full by your 
harangues, to prejudice both them and your- 
felf infinitely more than me, againft whom 
all. your malice was defign’d. 


JoNic#US. 
CXV. 
Neituer the Bull, nor any other inftru- 
ment of torment, can {trike any terror into 
thee; if it could, you would not, by en- 


endeavouring to ftir up a war again{t me, as 


you fo lately did, have laid yourfelf open to 
my refentment. 


Te 
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Jo CLEOMEDON. 


CXVI. 

Ir has been your conftant employment of 
late, to brand me with infamy, and to la- 
ment the miferable fate of Cleombrotus. It 
fhall now be mine, to get thee into my hands 
as foon as poffible ; a wretch as fuperior to 
him in guilt, as beneath him: in every other 
refpect. 


To the MILESIANS 


CXVII. 

I have not fent back your ambaflador with 
the letters unopen’d, through any contempt 
of the honours you were pleafed to beftow on 
me. But fuch is my condition, that [am 
not a fit fubject for your praifes. You may 
perhaps believe there are others, who think 
as favourably of me as you, but I know 
that I appear wicked to all eyes but 
yours; nor is it poffible for me to remove 
the prejudices againft me.. It is even dan- 
gerous for you to commend me ; left the 
groundlefs opinions of men fhould be from 
thence inclined to think ill of you alfo, as 
fatisfy’d you would never praife the worft of 
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men, unlefs you alfo refembled him. I was 
therefore loth to accept of an honour, which, 
at the fame time that it could be of no fer- 
vice to my reputation, might be extremely 
prejudicial to yours. 


To th CAMARIANS. 


_ CXVITI. 

As I have already fent to Gel/a and to the 
Leontines, I thought preper alfo to apply to 
you to affift me as foon as poftible; not 
with arms, horfes, or men, (for of thefe, as 
you inform me, there are none left in the 
city) but with money. The Leontznes fent 
me five talents immediately, and the people 
of Gella have promifed to fupply me with 
ten. I flatter myfelf you will not fuffer 
yourfelves to be outdone either by the Leon- 
tines in expedition, or the Ge//ians in libera- 
lity. 


Jothb ASTYPALREANS, 


CAI, 


Txover inthe courfe of my life, from 
various and unlook’d for misfortunes, I have 
felt the greateft degree of mifery, and tafted 

alfo 


PmAL HR TS: iatg 


alfo the moft exquifite happinefs, I think I 
never experienced fo much of either jas in 
thefe two circumftances: Firft, the day of 
my unjuft banifhment, which did moit 
deeply affi& me; as might indeed be natu- 
rally expected, being a calamity moft infup- 
portable even to thofe, who have deferved it ; 
and on the other hand that exceflive joy, 
which I received from hearing that you had 
made fuch honourable mention of me, and 
wrote to me asa friend concerning the fitu- 
ation of your affairs. You have afk’d a 
favour of me; a plain indication of your 
efteeming mea man, who has your intereft 
at heart ; not that you fo much want the 
thing required, as to give me this publick 
teftimony of your good opinion, and to fig- 
nify that you think my banifhment unjuft, 
and condemn the authors of it. Never do 
men afk any thing of thofe, whom they do 
not love ; or receive it from thofe, who do 
not love them. It would little become me 
at this time to reproach you for not applying 
to me before, as I ought rather to thank 
you for afking that, which if you accept I 
fhall look upon as beftow’d on me; for I 
efteem your requeft a favour done to my‘felf; 
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nor could I receive any prefent from you 
with half the fatisfation I give it. What 
indeed can be more honourable or more de- 
firable to a man than to appear beneficent to 
his fellow citizens ; a compliment, which I 
find by your letters you have been pleafed 
to honour me with? That the prefents 
attived fo much later than you expected was 
not owing to any negligence of your ambaf- 
fadors, but to the inclemency of the feafon. 
I forwarded them as much as lay in my 
power ; but in fuch weather, it was even ex- 
tremely hazardous to fet fail; and that the 
things came fafe, after being fo long toft a. 
bout at the mercy of ‘the fea, was the indul- 
gence of fortune, who deferves your acknow- 
legement for it. You need not doubt but 
your ambafladors will bring them all home; 
and Exbulus, whom I charged with this let- 
ter, will alfo give you an exad account of 
every thing, When he has inform’d you of 
the number and quality of them, you will 
diftribute.them as you think proper: The 
money I think would be beft employ’d in re- 
pairing and adorning the city ; not that I 
would pretend to advife, but leave it entirely 
to your own determination; for no man 

3 can 
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can claim any merit from the refolution of 
others. If (which I would not dare to 
fufpect) the prefents defign’d for this ufe 
fhould be mifapply’d to any unneceflary 
bufinefs, you muft be fatisfied that the 
juft cenfure of thofe, who fhould thus abufe 
them, would be far greater than the praifes 
beftow’d on him, who fent them; nor 
would it be a greater matter of aftonifh- 
ment, that a banifh’d man fhould, at his 
own expence, repair the ruins of his country, 
than that the inhabitants of it fhould neglect 
it when falling to decay, and not embrace the 
opportunity and glory of reftoring it by means 
of his bounty. But if you think the money 
was fent not only for yourfelves, but for the 
fervice of this city, for pofterity, and for the 
Gods, your prudent difpofal of it will meet 
with greater commendation than his liberali- 
ty; and I had much rather hear your virtue 
celebrated than my generofity. The for- 
mer will indeed deferve more praife, as it 
is the effect of a great and good mind ; the 
latter only proceeding from an affluence of 
fortune, 

To 


oh 
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CXX, 

Nosiirty is doubtlefs among thofe 
things, which claim our refpect. But I hold 
that virtue alone is true nobility; all be- 
fides is but the work of fortune ; and it often 
happens that from the meaneft {tock there 
rifesup a great and good man, far nobler than 
allthe monarchs inthe world; and onthe 
other hand, from a good family will {pring 
up awretch infinitely beneath it. Boaft there- 
fore, I befeech you, no longer before the Sy- 
racufians, of the nobility of your anceftors, 
funk and loft in their obfcure pofterity ; but 
prove, if you can, the true greatnefs and 
nobility of your own foul. 


To the HIMEREANS, 


, CXXI. 

I commanded you to deliver up inftantly 
Stefchorus, Conon, and Hermocrates; inftead 
of whom you fent me Semeas and Nicarchus. 
Were I fuch a man as you repute me, 
by detaining thefe,I fhould have con- 
ftrain’d you to fend me thofe, whom I want- 
ed. You take the utmoft care to pre- 

ferve 
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ferve the life of that infamous wretch Canon ; 
and none for Sameas and Nicarchus, men 
eminent for their merit and virtue. I could 
not perfuade myfelf to injure the innocent, 
who never offended me, or did any differvice 
to their country ; nor would I violate the 
common law of Greece, though you have fo 
frequently done it in the profecution of your 
defigns againft me ; the particulars of which, 
as I write to thofe, who cannot but be as 
well acquainted with them as myfelf, I need 
not enumerate. Neither did I ever, nor 
ever will imitate you ; not even I, whom you 
brand with the name of murtherer, and pol- 
luted as Iam with fo many and fuch enor- 
mous crimes. On the contrary, I fent back 
your ambafladors, when I might either have 
forced you to exchange them for thofe, whom 
J wanted, or revenged myfelf on fuch as I 
had in my power ; but the actions of cruel- 
ty, which mere neceflity have drove me to, 
have made my condition fo unfortunate, 
that had I put them to death, you coulg 
not have hada worfe opinion of me than 
before; not could my preferving them 
perfuade you to entertain a better. Every 
thing I dois wrefted to my difadvantage ; 

and 
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and Tam convinced that my good or ill a@ti- 
ons can at prefent be of little effe& to gain 
me either the love or hatred of men; a hard 
fate, which you, O Himereans, have prin- 
cipally brought upon me, Other injuries I 
can eafily pardon, forgive the authors of 
them, and bury them in oblivion ; but who, 
when hinder’d in the execution of juftice, 
would not punifh the man, who ftop’d him ? 
Or who more deferved to fuffer themfelves, 
than thofe, who caufed the fufferings of o- 
thers. Yet you fee, O Himereans, enraged 
as I am, a powerful Tyrant, with thofe ene- 
mies already in my hands, not indeed the 
men I moft defire, but fuch, whofe deaths 
would not. have been lefS grievous to 
you, have I pardon’d, treated, and fent 
home. If therefore you have any gratitude, 
deliver up immediately thofe, whom I 
want; wifely confidering at the fame time 
that you may, by thefe means, avoid the 
effects of my refentment, and turn afide the 
evil, which threatens the whole common- 
wealth, on two or three private men. But 
if you keep Conon, be affured, I will utterly 
deftroy your whole city ; and endeavour to 
convince you that I have indeed. no more 

| humanity 
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humanity than you are yourfelves pleafed to 
allow me. 


To the ATHENIANS, 


CXXIT. 

Your artift Perilaus, O Athenians, came 
to me and brought with him feveral pieces of 
excellent workmanfhip; and we therefore 
received him with pleafure and gratify’d him 
with fuitable rewards, both on account of 
his merit, and in regard to his country. But 
fome time fince, having wrought a brazen 
Bull of a.prodigious fize, he produced it at 
Agrigentum. ‘The lively reprefentation of an 
animal, fo ufeful by his labours in the fervice 
of mankind, we gladly accepted of; efteem- 
ing it a curiofity worthy of a kind reception 
and a work of the greateft merit ; for as yet 
he had not thew’d us the pernicious defign 
of it. But on opening one fide we dif- 
cover'd a moft horrid method of torment, 
full of cruelty and the moft bitter of all deaths. 
Having firft therefore highly commended his 
ingenuity, [ punifh’d him for his inhuma- 
nity ; being of opinion that the cruel artift 
was himfelf the propereft perfon to make the 
fift trial of his own Engine. Shutting him 


“ye 
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up therefore according to the dire¢tions he 
had given, a fire was kindled underneath ; 
the wretch, who fuffer’d, was not to be feen 
or heard, but the cries and groans, when they 
came out of the mouth of the Machine, 
founded like the bellowings of a Bull. I 
muft own, O Athenians, when I was in- 
form’d you fo highly refented the death of 
your artift, 1 was much furprifed; nor can 
T yet be brought to believe it. If you 
are angry that I did not punifh him by fome 
ereater torment ; T anfwer, that a more ex- 
quifite one could not be found. If you are 
offended that he fuffer'd at all, Iknow not 
how you, who boaft fo much of your huma- 
nity, can avoid the imputation of the greateft 
cruelty: Either this was the work of one 
‘man, er of your whole city; and which of 
them it was, your good or ill opinion of me 
muft determine. If the man deferved death, 
and there isno Athenian, who refembles him 
in his nature, why do you blame me? If you 
affert he perifh’d unjuftly, you acknowlege 
yourfelves as guilty as Perz/aus. But till my 
‘own confcience accufes me of having acted 
wrong, I fhall never think I did’; for though 
noone expects {trict juftice froma Tyrant, to 

whom 
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whom whatever is neceflary to his fafety 


may be accounted lawful, I on the contrary 


look upon myfelf as deftroying the ftrength 
and fecurity of my power, whenever I ftretch 
a punifhment beyond what is juft and-equi- 
table. Iam perfuaded it cannot poffibly ap- 
pearan unjuft fentence, either to youor to the 
reft of Greece, that the inventor fhould perith, 


by that, which he defign’d for the death of 


others ; a thing as plain from the unanimous 
aflent of all men, as from my own convitti- 
on ; which obliges me to think it juft, tho’ 
he framed this horrid torture for thofe, who 
had confpired againft me ; in regard to which, 
fetting afide my own intereft, and judging 
according to the laws of nature, I only 
confiderd what was right in itfelf ; 
T faw that if I behaved with more mo- 
deration than men expected, I thould only 
lay myfelf open to more confpiracies, and 
that by punifhment I might deter others 
from farther attempts ; at the fame time ne- 
ver proceeding to extremities, but when com- 
pell’d to it. Having confider’d all thefe 
things, and little anxious concerning the opi- 
nion of pofterity, I efteem’d it highly blame- 
able to permit fuch a man to pafs unpunith’d, 

who 
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who had invented fo cruel a torment for his 
fellow creatures ; for which reafon in that 
very inftrument he had prepared to burn 
thofe in, who had never injured him, I fhut 
him up. Some among you may perhaps think 
this rafhly and ridiculoufly faid by me ; for 
if every one fhould dye that kind of death, 
which he had defign’d for others, you may 
think I ought to be given up to the furies 
themfelves ; and believe even thefe fcarce 
fufficient to torture my foul, and fo conclude 
I have eftablith’d a law againft myfelf. . But 
if, laying afide all enmity, you will confider 
the thing itfelf, you will find that neither 
have I done wrong ; nor, if it has pleafed the 
Gods to punifh me, that I therefore have de- 
ferved it; for though as a Tyrant I had 
the power to be cruel, yet did I always hold 
it wrong to make ufe of it. I muft confefs, 
I have done much ill; but things paft cannot 
be recall’d. ‘Would to God, neceffity had 
not compell’d me to it! Then fhould 
none have exceeded Phalaris in humanity. 
What man, O Athenians, does not think 
the perfon, who confpires againft him, 
worthy of any kind of death? Perilaus was 


my enemy, and therefore I punifh’d him. 
| Tn 
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In many other things, I am confcious I 
have acted unjuftly ; and my only confola- 
tion is, I did it unwillingly ; a circumftance, 
which thofe, whom I punith’d, could not 
plead for their excufe ; and in this affair, O 
moft wife and antient Athenians, I follow’d 
your own example. What Perilaus did was 
with an intent to pleafe a T yrant; and I 
behaved to him like that Tyrant he thought 
me, and not asI am by nature. But know, 
that neither fhould I, wereI a private man, 
be a Perilaus; nor he, though a king, become 
a Phalaris. ~ In regard to him, it will be an 
eternal reproach toyou not only to refent his 
death, but not to chaftife in the fame man- 
ner all, who fhall refemble him; not only 
becaufe, by the invention of fuch a torment, 
he did an injury to all mankind, but left 
alfo an indelible ftain on the chara¢ter and 
manners of his country. You muft there- 
fore approve of what I have done; be- 
caufe he deferved it. If yet there be any, 
to whom this death is not agreeable, let them 
know, neither were we fo to Perilaus. 


K To 


To LYSICLES. 


CXXIII. 

I no longer wonder that you do not in the 
feaft refemble either your father or your fon ; 
for neither ate you, I find, in reality the 
fon of Lyfcrates, or the father of Neoptole- 
mus; which, they fay, both your mother 
and wife have openly confefs’d before many 
Sictlans. Among thofe things, which merit 
the higheft commendations, is doubtlefs 
the fpeaking truth to all; and more efpe~ 
cially to fuch as are too well acquainted with 
the matter to be impofed on by a falfhood. 


To P ows ux, 
CX XIV. 

You cannot but acknowlege, O Pollux, 
that my enemies, who wage war againft me 
for the fake of thofe, whom I took off, af- 
er judgment juftly given againft them, are 
defervedly call’d revengeful; an infamy, 
with which you branded me in your accu- 
fation to the Syracufians ; never condefcend- 
ing at the fame time (which ought by no 
means to have been omitted) to mention the 
crimes, for which they fuffer'd; and that their 

cafe 
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cafe admitted of no other remedy. You 
fhould. certain! 
deaths, have alfo remember’d ihe caufe of 


C 


y, W hen you {poke of their 


it; in order the more effectually to ftir up 


the paffions of thofe, to whom your haran- 
gues were addrefsd. But if you are’ in 
truth afhamed to mention the reafons of 
their punifhment, I cannot comprehend 
how you can, with any pretence to juftice, 
enter into a war on their account. 


To Lia © 1 iV 0. 3, 
CXXYV, 

As you are, on your part, to blame, by 
venturing on fuch rath exploits to give thofe, 
who fear for you, fo much uneafinefs ; fo 
was I, on mine, for putting you on fo fe- 
vere a trial of your virtue. From your 
own courage indeed, which fo far furmount- 
ed my fears, you draw an omen of future 
fuccefs, tho’ Iam not inthe meantime the 
lefs diftruftful of it; my anxiety in your ab- 
fence is even greater, and till you return | 
have nothing but your promifes to rely upon. 


What I faid to you therefore at parting, fail 


not to remember, to make it your care, not 


fo much to preferve the place for me, as L: 
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critus himfelf ; whom I fwear by the Gods 
T hold much dearer than all the places, cities, 
or empires in the world, or even than my 
own life.” 


To the fame. 
CXXVI. 

REMEMBER, O Lacritus, your own pro~ 
mifes, and the miferable ftate of Phalaris in 
your abfence. How deftitute Iam left of 
friends, I need not inform you. ‘The fear I 
exprefs on this occafion is not owing to any 
apprehenfions of the power of the people, 
far beneath my own, nor to any diftruft of 
my allies; for in every thing Iam fuperior 
tothe enemy. But your exceffive warmth 
of temper gives me great uneafinefs, as I 
know you are eager to fhew your courage, 
and even grieved that you cannot be every 
where and in every aétion at one time. Re- 
member I have repofed a precious truft in 
you, which you are under a promife to 
reftore ; not that I would require you 
to do any thing unworthy of yourfelf, 
(which I am fure you would never confent 
to) but that you would be careful of your 
life, and preferve it, to be of fervice to me 

hereafter. 
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hereafter. Though you fhould abate a little 
of your prefent be at and activity, you will 
yet have done enough to prove yourfelf a 
confummate warrior. 


JoEPISTRATUS 
CXXVIT. 


Do not oblige me at laft to punifh a man, 
whom I hive thrice pardon’d ;_ nor think 
the foul of Phalaris is a ftranger to mercy ; 
tho’, till we have an opportunity of exerting 
it, we fhew the wrath of a Tyrant. 


® 


Paso 


Jo ARIPHETAS. 

CXXVIIL. | 

Never reckon up the number of thofe, 
who have porn: d in the Bull, for many 
more have deferved than ever fuffer’d in it. 
Tam forry one fo young as yourfelf fhould 
be thus involved in affairs much fitter for 
men in years. Mifery muft be the 
inevitable lot of all thofe, who are my 
enemies. Inf{tead of feeking your own ruin, 
{ would therefore advife you to defift ; not 
that Iam in the leaft dread of any thing you 
can do to me, (for Phalaris fthall never fall 
by a coward’s hand) but left you come into 
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the number of thofe, who fuffer’d in the 
Bull, and by your death add to the charge 
of cruelty fo unjuftly laid upon me. If you 
do not take my advice, expect immediate 
death, as a juft reward for your contempt 
of its 


To T yar ou are 


CXXIX. 

Never to err does belong to God 
only. By recovery from etror, to become 
wifer is the privilege of man. From re- 
peated crimes, to take no warning for the 
future, is a folly none can be guilty of, but 
the moft abandon’d. It is therefore beyond 
comparifon infamous for one, who has been 
an example of rafhnefs and ill conduct to 
all mankind, not to let paft misfortunes 
{o influence his conduct as to prevent thofe 


to Come, 


Jo PH EDIMUS. 


CXXX. 

In fpite of the heavieft accufations brought 
againft you three feveral times I am per- 
{uaded of your innocence. I was glad to 
believe you what I with’d you tobe, and 

what 
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Doe 


what you ought tobe ; and always look’d 
on the affertions of your accufers as falfe ; 


and that, becaufe I was perhaps afraid, by 


too diligent a fearch, to find them true. 
But remember that thofe, whofe characters 


the See’ 


are often call’d in queftion, if they come off 


with impunity, are much indebted to for- 
tune for their acquittal. Make not that for- 

tune therefore thy enemy, nor thyfelf mine ; 
but reflec how ungrateful it is (t h ough even 
that ingratitude fhall not make me lefs your 
friend) to return my favours with injuries 

and not to behave better to me, who 


fhewn fo much readinefs to oblige you. 


have 


To PHILODEMUS, 


CXX XI. 
You are much to blame, O Philodemu 


j, 
if you imagine that I have made vows and 
offer’d facrifices for your return, on account 
of the five talents, which I freely gave you ; 
not from any views of intereft, but fram a 
motive of true friendfhip ; ahith by the 
Gods, I efteem far beyond all riches. [If 
you would not have your daughter’s por- 
oes feem to come from any but ae 
you may yet keep and privately add to what 
Ko 4 fent 
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fent you, five more yourfelf. Let one 
half be received as from the eftate of 
Philodemus, the other from the liberality of 
Phalaris, That Theauo has exprefs'd her 
gratitude to me in fuch a manner, gives me 
the greateft fatisfaction; and I am pleafed 
to fee that the favours fhe received before 
marriage are fo thankfully acknowleged af- 
ter if. 


To (A c.m st, aes 
CXXXII 

TELESIPPE 1s deeply afflicted at your 
ftay among the Syracufians. She has always 
behaved like a -faithful and loving wife, and 
has apply’d to me as one, who had fome 
power over you ; and informs me (for fhe 
cannot fupport your abfence any longer) that 
fhe will complain to her father. You are per- 
haps acquainted with her refolution, which 
you may depend on it fhe will execute ; 
as it isnot to be fuppofed the will patiently 
fuffer a hufband, bound to her by law, to 
leave her thus like a ftranger. She has per- 
fuaded herfelf that I can force you to come 
home ; and I tell her fhe can doit much 


better herfelf; for I cannot think you reve- 
rence 
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rence Phalaris {o much as you love Telefippe. 
Return however, I befeech you, to thofe, 
who fo much regret your lofs; whether you 
do it to oblige me, or that wife, who is in- 
deed moft deferving of your affection. 


To PoLYMNESTOR. 


CXXXIiII. 


Lacritus has given mean account of 
your bravery ; and among other things of the 
great fuccour you afforded him by that part 
of your foot, which bore targets ; and that, 
by the conduct and courage of the foldiers 
and their leader, the caftle is taken. He 
tells me alfo that he offer’d his command of 
the horfe to you ; I fwear by the Gods, had 
you accepted of every thing I offer’d you, I 
fhould ftill have thought myfelf indebted to 
you ; as you refufed them, I cannot help 
confefling myfelf, tho’ a powerful Tyrant, 
outdone in generofity by a privateman, But 
if you do not yet receive the third part of the 
fpoil, offer’d you by Lacritus, to be diftri- 
buted among the foldiers, know, you will 
oblige me to be more cautious, not how J 
confer (for that you fhall never hinder me 

from) 


38 Tk EPISTLES of 


from) but how I receive any favours from you 
for the future. 


To the fame. 
CXXXIV. 

I perceive my threats had the effect on you, 
which I defign’d, and that I need not repeat 
my requeft ; fince you have diftributed the 
fpoil as I defired, and rewarded all thofe, 
who behaved fo bravely in the battle. To 
pleafe me the more and confirm my opinion 
of you, I find that without any folicita- 
tion on my part, you have fo ani- 
mated the foldiers that they will ruth on the 
enemy with more vigour and alacrity than 
ever, if they fhould be call’d to it; and in- 
deed where is the man able to undergo the 
toils and fatigues of war, who will not readily 
embrace them, when fure of fuch rewards? 
You received what I fent you entirely for the 
fervice of others; and have fo wifely di- 
{tributed it, and fpirited up the men in my 
caufe. with fo much fuccefs, that I fhall not, 
I believe, have any occafion to employ them 
hereafter. 


To 


PHAL* ARE 5S. 120 


To TEUGER. 
CXXXYV. 


I heard of the pee of Philodemus 
daughter, before your letters came to Re 
me of it. Fame ee prevents even 
thofe, who are moft diligent in their difco- 
veries. Be the news brought from ever fo 
great adiftance, that Goddefs is always the 
quickeft meflenger; a Goddefs, Sih I 
have but too much reafon to reproach for 
her unjuft aeaietgntatiey of me to the world, 
and to whofe calumnies I owe, as well as 
many other things, the charge of cruelty, fo 
undefervedly fix’d upon me. She makes the 
loudeft clamours againft me on every fide; 
fo that even thofe, who have never feen ot 
known me, do yet curfe me as more for the 
deftruction of mankind. Thefe are misfor- 
tunes peculiar to Phalarisalone. Permit Leon 
and Theano to continue in the houfe, where 
they firft met ; nor let Hymen be driven a 
way from thofe feats, where he fo gladly re- 
fides. Jam fatisfy’dthis is a favour, which 

ee will readily accept of ; for in that place, 
where firft the zone of the virgin wasunl fetal 
the bride will ever moft delight. As to Phr- 
lodemus, doubtlefs he merits not the pity but 
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the envy of the Syracufians ; and even of 
thofe, who envy him, none were ever fo 
happy in their greateft profperity as he is in 
that, which the world terms his misfortune. 
Let who will deteft Phalaris, while they 
cannot hurt, their hatred will never affi@ me; 
and in the mean time let them with (which 
fome of them have even confefs’'d they did) 
that they may themfelves ever meet with fo 
good a friend. 


To TIMANDER., 


CXXXVI. 

Your management of affairs in Camaria, 
and the grievous complaints about thofe, 
whom I have already put to death, have ob- 
liged me, much againft my will, to fend Cle- 
ombrotus alfo, and his accomplicesto the Bull. 
I was indeed apprehenfive that if I pardon'd 
him, you might ceafe reviling and raifing 
commotions againft mein thecity. Let the 
people decree what they pleafe in regard to 
me in their publick counfels, fo that the 
Camarians do but hearken to your advice, 
and mean artifices, which fo far from hurt- 
ing Phalaris could not even prejudice the 
loweft of his flaves. ‘Fho’ a war could 

be 
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be proved moft advantageous to them, I am 
fatisfy’d they would not be perfuaded to it by 
you. At prefent a war muft be as fatal to 
them as their counfellor; to whom indeed 
they are indebted for all the calamities, which 
will be the confequence of it. When you 
endeavour’d to kindle this war, you ought 
certainly to have affign’d fome reafons, 
that the city might know why fo expert a 
general advifed them to it. This you ne- 
glected ; amongft all the pretended caufes, 
not one was produced to the purpofe. But if 
any man fhould take your cafe deliberately 
into confideration, he would no doubt pro- 
nounce you worthy of the moft cruel death, 
for thus felling your houfes, farms, and pater- 
nal eftate, in order to raife money to levy a 
army againft me, and ftir up the Camarzans to 
thefe innovations ; by which you have not 
only thrown away all poffibility of faving 
your own life, but at the fame time drawn 
ina whole city againft their wills to join 
with you in your ridiculous attempt: 
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Tao the ENNAEANS., 


CXXXVII. 


Or all the money you borrow’d of me I 
defired you to pay only eight talents, with 
which I relieved you ata time, when I was 
myfelfin the greateft neceffity ; even this de- 
mand you have not comply’d with ; having 
given me, after much {olicitation, only one 
half of it, and left the other yet unpaid; 
which does not fo much concern me _ as 
your forgetfulnefs of the benefit. Your 
defrauding me of the money, (if I fuffer 
it) can coft me but four talents; a 
conviction of your ingratitude is worfe than 
_the Jofs of ten. You promifed to pay the 
laft fum as well as the others, and pretended 
gratefully to acknowlege my kindnefsin af- 
fitting you; but I have little hopes left of your 
generofity, when you refufed to pay me, the’ 
you could afford it. After all in{pite of your 
ingratitude, if I can fatisfy,myfelf by your 
ambafladors that you are in extreme po- 
verty, and that every one is forced out of his 
private fortune to contribute fomething to the 
publick treafury, I will forgive you the debt, 
and am even ready to disburfe what you have 

already 


is 
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already paid me, if it can be of any real fer- 
vice to you, and is not likely to fall into the 
hands of thofe embezzlers ofthe publick'mo- 
ney, who prey upon the commonwealth ; 
and who have thus impoverifh’d you. As 
to the erecting any ftatues to aint which you 
intimated by your ambafladors, lay afide all 
thoughts of it; for as I forgive you the debt, 
fo would I gladly forgive you this u nneflary 
expence on my account. 


To LYsANDER. 


CXXXVIII. 
THE fuccours, which you fent, we have 


made no ufe of ; for before the forces of 


luclides ¢ gees arrive, we were in fight of the 
enemy ; fo that all the mercenaries came too 
late to be of any Kenia except that of gain- 
ing tous, by their ftay, more honour and 
glory ; for, though we fought at fo great a 
difadvantage of numbers, we gain’d a com- 
plete victory ; and as we were in greater 


danger, we acquired a nobler reward. 


A tw 


To ARIMACHUs 


CXXXIX, 
Tam little concern’d at the c: 
falfe opinions of my cotemp: 


peach 
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perceive it is the fame thing, in regard to 
them, whether I actright or wrong; and am 
fatisfied, that to pretend to be better than we 
really are, isof all things the moft unwar- 
rantable ; for which reafon I am fo far from 
concealing my faults, that I freely and open- 
ly profefs myfelf to be by neceffity what 

others are by nature. Weaknefs and im.- 
perfection are common to me with all men ; 
and the only difference between us is, that 
{ asa Tyrant, who have power to act as I 
pleafe, openly confefs that guilt, which pri- 
vate men, through fear of punifhment, are 
forced to conceal. 


ToPoLYSTRATUS. 
CXL. 


I will never tell either you or any man 
the names of thofe, who have received fa- 
vours from me, and it would be mean in me 
to do it, merely to perfuade you to accept of 
thofe gifts, which you have hitherto refufed. 
For my own part, I ever efteem’d thofe high- 
fy blameable, who either themfelves boaft 
of the benefits they have beftow’d, or love 
to hear them talk’d of by others. Many, 
{need not inform you, haye feized on my 


proper ty 
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property by violence, and detain’d it; till 
by neceflity and force of arms they were 
obliged to reftore it. Some have even kept 
for a time things I had confecrated to 
the Gods; which as they could not have 
been retain’d without the utmoft danger, they 
have given back again. But why fhould 
you, I befeech you in the name of Yove, 
refufe my prefents? All the reafons you pre- 
tended to allege for it are, you fee, eafily 
an{wer’d. The money itfelf, by the tefti- 
mony of my very enemies, is pure and holy ; 
and the only difference between you and 
them is, that what they poffefs by rapine 
and injuftice, is yours by the faireft title, as 
it is the free gift of a faithful friend. 


JoAGEMORTUS. 


CXLI, 

AT length, Agemortus, I perceive the fol- 
ly of my paft condu@; for this i!!uftrious 
monarchy, which I made my way to through 
{fo many toils and dangers, befides a thoufand 
other misfortunes, hath been attended alfo 
with this moft cruel confequence, that no 
honeft man will receive any thing at my 
hands; fo that, if I will difpenfe my favours 
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st. mnft be to none but the moft unworthy 
of mankind. You good men have, I know 
not how, fo inveterate an ill-will againft me, 
that there is nothing, which you “fo much 
ee as my l hacalityt How otherwife 
could it: poffibly -happen that among all my 
old {chool-fellows, companions and acquain- 
tance, not one will come nigh me, or even 
venture to an ife it, except Calli/tbenes ; 
who yet Iam fure will never keep his word 
They have always fome evafions to avoid the 
© one n eer of their hatred ; and pretend, 
on their parents, othe ersthat ill health, 
vat b pattica), reafons prevent them, 
| Be to you, I never yet invited you, 
as 1 knew it would be in vain ; nor would 
E now afk you, efpecially as I hear you have 
been ill, ae am ie te alfo that fince I 
faw you, you have had two children by your 
ife J Pree I fwear by ‘fupiter, I hearti- 
ty congratulate you on the eccafion, and 
ladky Mubiant t to your flay on fuch on ac- 
count ; but what reafon could you have for 
being fo much afraid of the prefents I fent 
the ics day? Nothing that could raife 
the envy of any ; nothing fplendid or mag- 
nificent, accompany’d with fongs and mufick, 
that 
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that might have attracted the eyes of the 
city upon you; but only a little gold, and 


that convey’d at the moft private hour of 


the night. Why then need you have ftart- 
ed at the fight of it, as fomething moft 
wicked and abominable, but becaufe doubt- 
Jefs you look’d on it as coming from a 
wretch infamous, and polluted by the blood 
of his fellow creatures? O Agemortus, 
furely it was both unjuftly and unkindly 
done to have no more pity on one fo unfor- 
tunate as Phalaris; who, when the Gods had 
blefs’d me with that, for which alone I de- 
fired a kingdom, the power of obliging my 
friends, found after all no friends to oblige, 
That, which was my only comfort in my af- 
fictions, you, whom I loved, have rob’d me 
of; who will not permit me from my fu- 
perfluties to fupply your neceffities ; and re- 
duce me to the hard fate of being forced to 
beftow thofe things, which you raft ona 
worthlefs tribe of foolsand flatterers, whom 


abhor, 
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[ was prevented from feeing Cleenetas, 


whom I wanted to talk with about the 


marriage of her daughter, by fome particu- 
lar bufinefs; for which I intended alfo to 


1 for you; but afterwards thought it bet- 


ter to leave you at Syracufe to earry on this 


affair in my ftead; fo that you fee I was in 


€h5LC41L5 sib 


earneft, when I wrote to you concerning it. 
Go to her therefore yourfelf, and promife her 


jn my name five talents for a portion to her 
daughter, as foon as fhe marries; and re- 


t 


member to give it in fach a manner as that 
it may appear not to be a prefent, but a debt, 


which 1 owed her husband. If fhe fheuld 
rave fo much of Philo- 


Pa) {]- = C\TRT xf AmmMe £ | 
aik NOW 4 came tot 
demus’s money, fay you know no more than 


that itis fo, and refer her to us as the pro- 

creft teftimonies of it. Do every thing in 
your power to perfuade her to accept of 
Leo for her fon in-law. He hath been here 
to folicit my intereft in bis behalf ; which ‘I 
promifed, and have accordingly fent him to 
you.. If Clecenetas has aircad y fix’d on any 


a Wal ‘ae 1, > ~ f> 
other man asa fatter match, make not the 


leaft hefitation, but give him the portion ; 


for 


Al 
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4 


for I did not mean to confine it to any par- 


he 
g 


ticular man, nor would I have it thought 
that, becaufe I give the portion, I infift on 
her marrying none but him. Whoever it be, 
let it be prefented, not flowly or unwilling- 
ly, as if you came to pay a debt; but with 
that chearfulnefs and alacrity, with which 
you would receive one. I fwear by the 
Gods, tho’ I fhould be forry to be deceived 
in my hopes in regard to Leo, yet would I 
by no means lay myfelf open to any fufpicion 
of feizing the opportunity of his ill fuccefs, 
to retract an offer fo freely made to them. 
Were I obliged to keep the money myéelf, 
I fhould look on it as the greateft misfortune, 
and fhall think myfelf the richer when the 
young lady fhall have chofe one, on whom 
I may beftow it. Thofe, whodo not know 
me, will fcarce think I fpeak my fentiments. 
Would to God there were nothing worfe 
than my behaviour in this affair, in all the 
life of Phalaris, for calumny to lay hold on! 
I would have you, on the day of marriage, 
fend four virgins of the fame age with herfelf, 
together with the apparel you had from me, 
and fixty pieces of gold. If the marriage is 

| Bake delay’d, 
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delay’d, haften it as much as poflible ; and 
fail not to do every thing with the utmoft 
willingnefs, that part of the praife of Phalaris 
may redound to yourfelf. Thefe things care- 
fully do. Whilft you are with them, be a father 
to the daughter; and to the mother a huf- 
band ; and, in confideration of their poverty, 
whenever the marriage is folemnized, provide 
them at your expence an elegant entertain- 
ment; that on that happy day no man may 
call Philodemus unfortunate ; for, by our libe- 
tality, we will conquer the malignity of his 
fortune. 


Jo CLEBANETAS. 
| CXLIIT. 

_Tuart your husband and my invaluable 
friend Phzlodemus is abroad, tho’ it may add 
a luftre to your reputation, yet is it the greateft 
misfortune to your daughter, now twenty 
years of age, tobe left behind unmarried. 
In regard to yourfelf, the longer he is abfent, 
the more frequent opportunity will you have 
of fhewing your diftinguifh’d virtue and 
fidelity. But itis no honour to a virgin of 
her years, when fhe might naturally expect a 
change of condition, to remain fingle, Be- 

yond 
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yond a certain term, it is rather look’d on as 

a difgrace, It is now time for her to follow 

your fteps, and appear in the character of a 

wife. You will fay the company of a daugh- 

ter, the mutual pledge of your affections, 1s 

the great and only relief of your forrow, in 

the abfence of your husband ; but furely you 

fhould re4eé; at the fame time, how unjult 

it is to deprive her of that, which you your- 

{elf fo lament the lofs of. Her fituation is 

even more unhappy than yours, as you are 

in hourly expectation of his return ; and fhe 

is the more tobe pitied, as fhe wants neither 

parents nor fortune. For as to the latter, 

Philodemus, which perhaps you did not know 

before, left five talents with me for her por- 

tion. Nor is this all the has to depend on ; 

for whatever Phalaris has, Philodemus may 

call his own. Icannot therefore fee any 

reafon why you fhould delay the matriage, 

nor can there be any to wait for his return. 

Whatever there is a neceflity of deferring 

till he comes, I would by no means do be- 

fore; but where nature herfelf does, as it 

were, demand it, let us be as expeditious as 

poffible ; fince time will not ftand ftill for 

opportunity, Phzlodemus may be hinder’d, 
1b Ay: by 
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by unavoidable affairs, from attending the 
nuptials. You, I think, can have no pretext 
whatever for putting them off. At her time 
of life, a tender husband is more to be defired 
than the beft of fathers. Why will you, O 
Cleenetas, entertain fo deep an affliction for 
the misfortunes of your abfent Philodemus. 
Be advifed by me, I befeech you; hope bet- 
ter for your husband, and confult the happi- 
nefs of his child. As you have done every 
thing elfe fince his departure with the greateft 
difcretion, fo by promoting above-all things 
this your common good, you will a@ the 
part of a good mother in marrying your 
daughter well. Zeucer will give you the por- 
tion, whenever you pleafe, and fupply you 
alfo with any thing elfe that may be wanting 
on the occafion ; you have nothing to do but 
to order what you would have done. You 
may with forthe return of Philodemus be- 
fore the marriage, but fhould by no means 
defer it till he comes. That he is fafe, and 
will foon be with you, you may reft affured, 
as well on many other accounts as becaufe fo 
much piety and goodnefs as yours will never 
go unrewarded. 


To 
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To NICOCLES. 


CXLVI. 

I wrote to Stefichorus about the elegy, as 
you defired, and plan’d out to him the 
method of it according to your propofals. 
He has promifed every thing in his power to 
alleviate your misfortune ; but yours I fear 
is a calamity too heavy for words to remove. 
For in the lofs of one you lament two of the 
deareft ties in nature, a niece, anda wife, 
écond to none in her accomplifhments both 
of body and mind ; for whom you have given 
yourfelf up to the utmoft grief and defpair, 
even to fuch a height as to endanger your 
ownlife. You fhould not thus extend your 
forrows beyond what nature is able to fup- 
port ; befides, it is beneath your virtue and 
the dignity of your character, thus to deftroy 
yourfelf with grief for what your tears can 
never recal. Turn afide, I beg, from this 
immoderate indulgence of it ; and confider 
the miferable condition of human life. We 
are all born to innumerable evils, which 
when we have patiently endured, we thall 
re{t from our journey. Life, burthen’d 
as it is with misfortunes, is yet to be borne; 
as death is what we fo much dread and abhor. 
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We lament thofe, who 20 before us, whilft 
we ourfelves muft quickly follow them ; and 
in reality we fhed tears, not for them, but 
from the reflection on our own mortality. 
This, Nicocles, is the lot of all mankind, and 
to this end we are fent into the world ; nor 
has any man reafon to complain. of a fate 
more cruel than another. It is the univerfal 
law, by no trick or artifice to be evaded. 
Behold Phalaris, a Tyrant, whom men call 
the great and the powerful; and yet, were I 
far more great and powerful, I could not 
ward off the dart of death. When the fatal 
hour comes, I alfo mutt perifh: Would to 
God my kingdom could beftow on me the 
power, not to prolong my own life (which 
doubtlefs many think already too long, per- 
haps not without reafon) but to extend the 
lives of thofe good men, whofe virtues merit 
the greateft length of days. Since death is 
the Tyrant over us, and not we over death, 
you ought patiently to fubmit ; not only be- 
caufe tears are unavailable, but for the fake 
alfo of the {pirit of that loved obje&t of them, 
if it is given to her to know how much you 
are afflicted. Mott probable it is that the, 
Who in her life adminifter'd fo much com- 

fort 
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fort and fatisfa€tion to you ; who rejoyced in 
all, which you rejoyced in; fhould alfo after 
death pattake of your forrows, and grieve, 
not only that you were deprived of fuch 
a wife, but that fhe was rob’d of fuch a 
hufband. Since therefore you are by no 
means the firft, nor the only man, fubject to 
this calamity, bear it with moderation ; if 
not on my account, who am equally liable 
to it with yourfelf, at leaft in confideration 
of the common law of nature. Death muift 
come-to all; and tho’ fome more dread it 
than others, yet for the moft part thofe, who 
the leaft give way to grief at the fhortnefs 
and miferies of life, the longeft enjoy it. 


dl 
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CXLYV. 

I fent fome oyl to your nephew. The 
young man feems to deferve the higheft com- 
mendation ; and, in the government of the 
Gymnafium, is nothing inferior to Agesilaus, 
I would not let any thing be wanting on my 
fide to encourage and aflift him. The 
money, which I fent and you refufed before, 
if you do not now accept of, I will accufe 
you to the Himercans; and tho’ you got off 

before, 
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before, yet depend an it this accufation fhall 
be much heavier than any of the former. I 
have fent Promenedes to inform you of my 
intentions. Love and cultivate, I befeech 
you, the mufes; and thofe ftudies, which 
gain you fuch univerfal refpect and admirati- 
on; and quit thofe, which, if you arrive at ever 
fo great a perfection in them, will but leave 
you upon a level with the loweft and moft 
infamous of mankind. 


To the fame. 
CXLVI. 

Maxe no mention of me, S¢efichorus, ei- 
ther in your verfes or otherwife. All I de- 
fireis that the actions of Phalaris may be 
buried in filence and oblivion. Of other 
men fpeak whatever thy mind dictates, and 
thy mufe infpires ; but be advifed by me and 
meddle no farther with publick affairs. Set 

ne as an example before your eyes; who, 
tho’ in the falfe opinion of the world I am 
look’d on as the happieft of men, do yet 
labour under athoufand calamities, which 
have all {prung from this fatal fource. You 
think my misfortunes were, what I merited, 
the rewards of my ambition, and that your 


engaging 
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engaging in the fervice of your country, an 
employment of quite another kind, can never 
deferye or meet with the fame fatal confe- 
% quence. Turn from me to yourfelf, and 
confider attentively your own condition. No 
man perhaps ever enter’d into a bufinefs of 
this nature, fway’d by purer intentions, 
or induced -by better reafons; and yet 
reflect within yourfelf on what you have 
already fuffer’d, and what you muft have 
expected, had you not met with fuch an 
enemy as myfelf. Befides, it becomes a pru- 
dent man, tho’ he be carry’d along the ftream 
of fortune by ever fo profperous a gale, not 
to give him/felf entirely up to her difpofal. 
You are not, like Phalaris, a Tyrant, the 
common enemy of all ; but one, who has 
freely engaged in the fervice of the com- 
monwealth, amongft thofe, whom you think 
your friends, and for whofe fake you have 
treated me as your enemy ; whilft I, tho’ pof- 
fe('d of all that power, which a tyranny can 
beftow, have no enmities with, no ill defigns 
againft, either you orthem. Confider there- 
fore ferioufly what misfortunes your conduct 
has brought upon you; how thofe very 
friends have abufed and injured you; and be 

aflured 
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affured if ever you look for a man, who 
has been loaded with favours and praifes, 
and never, as you have, met with the leaft 
injury or ingratitude from his fellow citizens, 
you will find it muft be one, who has ftudy’d 
only the management of his own affairs, 
without interfering in thofe of the publick, 
and whofe fole and and defign in every 
thing is to live quietly, and promote his own 
private eafe and Gine eon | 


To the fame 
CALVITI. 

Do not be grieved at the accufations of 
Eubulus and ee tate ; or let it give you 
any uneafinefs that they would attribute the 
confpiracy againft me to your verfes. In 
what danger 1 was at Himera I need not in- 
form you ; but as it was not attended with 
any fatal confequence, their calumnies fhould 
rather be matter of joy to you than forrow ; 
“f well becaufe it was a reflection greatly to 

the honour of your poetry, to fuppofe it 
satic of fuch an influence, as on account 
of my fafety; which, if you really efteem me, 
muft give you the greateft fatisfaction. It 
has only ferved to convince the world that 
your 
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your verfes are as far fuperior to the lyre, as 
Phalaris isto thofe, who would have de- 
ftroy’'d him. ITacted, in the whole affair, as 
became a king, perfifted in my friendthip 
to the Himertans, nor fhould I have ever 
{ufpected you, even in my laft moments.’ 
For had their confpiracy fucceeded to their 
wifhes, I am fatisfy’d Stefichorus would 
never have approved of it. You may indeed 
in your verfes, with all the eloquence you 
were mafter of, have extoll’d the man, who 
fhould kill a Tyrant, nor fhould I think fuch 
praifes ill beftow’d ; but thofe, who kill Pa- 
faris, will not flay a Tyrant. You know 
this is not the firft time I have been in the 
utmoft peril; for when neither Dropidas, 
nor any other man, would have dared to ap- 
pear in the Temple, I alone ftood undaunted 
between Eubulus and Ariphantus, the moft 
wicked of men ; and, Tyrant as I was, Fupzter 
deliver'd me; but thofe infamous wretches 
Conon, Theagoras, Antimedes, Pericles, and 
the reft, who were in the confpiracy againft 
me, met with the punifhment they deferved. 
I had rather have fufferd death, than 
not revenged myfelf upon them. Let them 
call me a Tyrant and a murtherer, polluted 

with 
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with a thoufand crimes ; or, if they have any 
thing ftill more heavy to lay on me, let them 
not fpare their invectives. In the judgment 
of the good and wife, the praifes only of 
fuch men are real calumny; fome of whom 
I burn’d in my bull, others perifh’d on the 
crofs, as an example and terror to thofe, who 
would engage in the fame defigns for the 
future. Some had their eyes burn’d out ; 
others I punith’d by cutting off the extre- 
mities of their hands and feet, and torturing 
them on wheels; others were fcalp’d,- and 
others dy’d by ftill more afflicting torments. 
To thofe, Town myfelf a Tyrant ; and fuch 
to the wicked I will never ceafe to be; but 
to the good will ever behave as I did be- 
fore Iwas in power, Think not therefore 
whatever the mufe infpires thee with againift 
Tyrants does any ways affect Phalaris ; nor 
would I have you, through fear, eonceal any 
thing you would make publick of that kind. 
For know, I am not to be deftroy’d before the 
appointed time ; nor can we haften or put 
off that day, which is fix’d from the hour of 
our births, whether poets write for or againit 
us; and which when it happens, I thall 
look on as a debt I owe to nature, But yet 
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J punith’d Eubulus and Ariphantus for vain- 
ly attempting that, which fate deny’d. They 
met with a death, not fuch as the law in- 
join'd, but fuch as a Tyrant, who was above 
the law, had power to infli&. Some of the 
Himereans were thrown into a den of wild- 
beafts, where they pafs’d the night after a 
variety of torments. Thou haft been for- 
tunate. Farewell. I fhall pray to the Gods 
for thee, not that thou may’ft never fuffer as 
they have, (for that thy virtue will infure 
thee from) but that thou may’ft never be 
drove to the neceflity of acting like Phalaris. 
Let the noble ftudy of the mufes employ 
thee ; and fend me fome of your poems to 
alleviate, if poffible, my prefent affliction, 


To th ENNEANS. 


CALVITI. 

Tuoucu I am fatisfy’d you are indebted 
intirely tome for your liberties, yet fhall I 
not reproach you for your ingratitude on 
that account. But I muft defire you to re- 
turn the money you borrow’d of me. For I 
am myfelf at prefent in the greateft neceffity, 
and have fent letters all over Sicily for money, 
The Leontines have already fupply’d me with 
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fome, and Tam promifed more by the Hy- 
‘leans and Phintians. What then can you 
think of yourfelves, who whilft. others, 
under no obligations to me, are voluntarily 
offering me their affiftance, will not even 
pay me what I lent you? Do you think thofe, 
who have promifed me money, will ever give 
me aty, when they know I cannot get 
what ITlent to others? They will naturally 
fuppofe he, who does not call in what 
is due will never pay what he himfelf 
borrows. If you ferioufly confider this, 
I hope you will be afhamed not to. re- 
ftore me what you owe; but if this has no 
effect, fomething much more forcible than 
argument muft compel you to act juftly at 
laft ; if thofe can ever be properly faid to 


act juftly, who are compell’d to it. 
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PY? THAGORAS to HIERO, 


king Of 8 VO Ur ¥. 


Am happy at prefent ina life of fafety 
and retirement ; a life entirely different 
from yours. Sicilian lary can never 
add to the felicity of a man, whofe fole 
enjoyment is in Ti th nee tranquillity. 
Wherever Pythagoras goes, he will find every 


thing he ftands in need of. Attendance on 


the great is a heavy tafk, to which thofe, 
who are ‘not ufed to fervitude, can never 
fubmit. To depend on ourfelves aa is 
true greatnefs, fecures us from the envy 
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malice of mankind, and approaches _neareft 
to the divine nature. Health is not to be 
preferved by intemperance ; but by that 
abftinence, which leads men to the practice 
of virtue. All pleafures weaken and impair 
the mind, and efpecially thofe, in which 
you fo frequently indulge yourfelf. Whilft 
you live thus, do not therefore invite Pytha- 
goras; but remember that phyficians are 
moft careful to avoid thofe diftempers which 
afflict their patients. 


Prato fo Arcuytas of Tarentum. 


Arcuippus and Philomedes came to me, 
and brought your letter and meflage. Their 
publick bufinels, which was not indeed of 
any great importance, they difpatch’d with 
the utmoft facility. I hear with concern 
your uneafinefs at not being releafed from 
the affairs of government. It is doubtlefs of 
all things the moft eligible to {pend our time 
in the purfuit of fuch {ftudies as are moft a- 
ereeable to our own inclinations ; and efpe- 
cially when they are of that kind, which 
you fo much admire ; but you fhould at the 
tame time confider that we are not born for 

ourfelves 
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eurfelves alone ; our country, our relations 
and our friends claim a part of us. A 
thoufand accidents, which happen dai'y, 
muft inevitably involve us in bufine!s of 
different kinds. At this time your country 
calls you to the government of the common- 
wealth. Not to obey its voice would be un- 
pardonable. _Befides, by your neglect, the 
office, which you refufe to accept, may fall 
into the hands of bad men, who will not 
promote the intereft of their fellow-citizens. 
But of this enough. Echecrates, be aflured, I 
{hall ever love and efteem, as well on his owa 
account as for the fake of his father Phrynzo 
and yourfelf. 


Prato ft ARISTODORUS. 


I hear you are enterd into the ciofeft 
friendfhip with Dzox, * and continually em- 
ploy yourfelf in the ftudy of moral duties. 
For my own part, I hold. faith, conftancy, 
and fincerity to be the only true philot fophy ; 
and that all ther knowlege, arts and {ciences 
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* A nobleman of Syracu/e, and intimate friend of P/ato, by 
whole advice and afliftance he drove the Tyrant Pionyfizs out 
of Svcidy. 
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are merely ornamental. Farewell. Continue 
in your refolution, and be happy. 


EURIPIDES SOPHOCLES. 


When the news was brought to Athens 
of the unhappy accident, which befel you 
in your voyage to Chios, the whole city was 


f 


deeply affected; nor was the erief confined 
to your friends, but reach’d even your moft 
inveterate enemies. That you efcaped fuch 
imminent danger, and not even a fervant pe- 
rifh’d in the ftorm, I attribute to the hand 
of divine providence in your favour. The 
lofs of the plays, * which was indeed a 
publick calamity, cannot fufficiently be re- 
gretted ; but whilft you live it is not irre- 
parable. Confult, I beg you, in your return, 
rather fafety than expedition. Take the 
utmoit care of yourfelf for fome time, to 
prevent the ill effects of the fea, and that 
cold you muft have felt in fwimming ; and 
come back if poffible on foot. In regard to 


fe: 
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“ Exripides is faid to have wrote feventy five plays, of 
which we have only nineteen; the reft are fuppofed to have 
een Jolt in thie voyage when he was fhip-wreck’d. 

thofe 
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thofe affairs of your family, with which 
you intrufted me, I have done every thing 
as you defired. Salute Chzonzdesand Lapreta; 
and tell them I heartily rejoyce in their hap- 
a 


ily- 


py deliverance ; as alfo Antigenes, the p 
fician, if not yet gone to Rhodes. He is 


one of the beft of men. Salute alfo the fons 
of Cratinus. 


EURIPIDES ¢o CEPHISOPHON. 


arrived at Macedonia, O my bett Cephi- 
fopben, in perfe&t health, and much fooner 
than I expected ; where I was received by 
Archelaus, not only with that magnificence 
and generofity, which I had already expe- 
rienced, but with infinitely more good na- 
ture and affability than is ufually thewn by 
er 


kings to men fo much beneath them. C/o 


is well ; we are frequently together ; for in 


all their converfations and amufements I 
have the honour to participate. Both Cite 
and Archelaus are continually preffing me to 
plan and execute fomething in that kind of 
writing, I have always loved ; a tafk, which, 
though it requires great pains and affiduity, 
is yet attended with fome pleafure ; and I 
belicve.I fhall more readily engage in it, be- 
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caufe the king feems to expeét it, in return 
for the favours he has already beftow’d, and 
thofe muagnificent pachaeee much more 
magnificent indeed than I could with, which 
ne is every da pneoratie on me. In regard 
to the afperfions of Agathoand Mefatus, be 
afiured I look on them with the fame con- 
tempt I did on the ridiculous jefts of Ari/- 
tophanes. To anfwer them would be doing 


me the aah injury ; even though they 
ontinue to calumniate me. But if any of 
es wo love to talk and hear of Euripides, 
ir upon them to cenfure my vifit to Ar- 
chelaus, which I was indeed apprehenfive of 
betore I fet out for Macedonia, to fuch de- 
fend me ; that, being inform’d by you of my 
real motive, they may not attribute it to ava- 
rice. J know there are thofe, who will affirm 
that even tho’ it was not for power, for the 
purple or {ceptre, or for the government of 
the Yriballians, it might be for the fake 
of amafling wealth; and yet how weak 
is it for any man to imagine I fhould fo 
induftrioufly feek, in my old age, thofe 
riches, which in my youth and vigour 
I contemn’d; at a feafon when I could fo 
much better enjoy them, and when my dear 
mother 
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mother was living, for whofe fake only I 
could have defired them! It 1s evident | 
have been always fo far from any folicitude 
about things of this kind that I have even 
refufed what was offer’d to me ; and indeed 


what advantage could I propofe to mvielf 


from abundance, unlefs ridiculoufly to facri- 
fice my honour and reputation to encreafe 
thofe fortunes, which, when I had finifh’d 
my days in a foreign land, muft revert to 
Archelaus? But a few days after my arrival, 
the king would have given me forty talents, 
which Icould never be prevail’d on to ac- 
cept, though he highly refented my refufal ; 
and of thofe few prefents, which I did re- 
ceive, I have not kept any here, but fent 
them by the perfon, who brings this letter, 
to be diftributed by you amongft my friends 
and fervants. After this, the envious and 
malicious only can affert that the love of 
money carried me to Macedonia. Others 
again call it luft of power. But I had 
as much influence over Archelaus, when I 
was at Athens, as I have here; Cito in vain 
endeavour’d to make me change my refo- 
lution of returning to Athens, to flay in 

| Macedonia, 
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Macedonia, * and dye ina place fo far dif- 
tant from my native country ; which 
would brand my name with infamy to 
future ages, and lay me open to the bit- 
tereft reflections of my enemies, But know, 
had I affected power, it would have been 
the power of ferving my country and my 
friends. Had I atted thus from pride, 
would have been the pride of appearing 
with. grandeur among thofe, whom I knew 
and loved. That I am fickle and incenftant, 
either in my friendfhips or my enmities, 
few will I believe affirm, fince I have 
in both behaved with firmnefs, except in 
regard to Sophocles. ‘Fo him indeed I have 
ne 


not always been the fame ; whom yet I ne- 
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* In fpite of this refolution, hiftorians agree that Euripides 
dyed in the court of Archelaus, aftera few years flay; and 
that he was kill’d by the king’sdogs; whether by accident, or 
through envy of fome of the courtiers, isnot known. Seme 
indeed, in compliment to the ladies, report him to have fuf— 
fer’d the death of Orpheus ; and to have been torn to pieces 
by the women, who thus revenged themfelves on him for the 
many fevere fatires on the fex, which we meet with in his 
works. The Jdis of Ovid alludes to the death of Euripides, 
in the two following verfes, 

Utgue cothurnatum vatem tutela Diane 

Dilanient vigilum te quogwe turba canum. 
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ver hated, but always admired. I have not, 
I confefs, loved him my whole life with equal 
warmth:. When I faw him inclined to 
ftrife and contention, I treated him with 
that coldnefs he deferved; on the other 
hand, the moment he feem’d willing to lay 
afide all animofities, I embraced the firft 
opportunity of a reconcilement; and from 
that time we have ever loved, and1 hope ever 
fhall love and efteem each other. By thus wal 
uniting we fhall deftroy the malice of thofe, i 
who are perpetually employ’d in raifing 
jealoufes and divifions between us, and have 
{pread fo many idle reports concerning me 
amongft the populace. But as they have 
hitherto in vain afperfed me, and only been 
laugh’d at and defpifed by thofe, who heard 
them, fo I doubt not they will now meet 
with the fame fate, and inftead of preju- | 
dicing me bring hatred and contempt upon 
themfelves. 1 acknowlege my obligation to 
you for informing me of thofe things, as you 
thought they concern’d my intereft and 
reputation. In writing to me, you have per- 
form’d the duty of a friend ; yet be affured 
you will not ferve but injure me, by giving 
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any anfwer to men fo much beneath my 
notice or refentment. 


fEscuiINES fo the Senate and people 
f ATHENS. 


Art the age of three and thirty, I came 
into the management of the commonwealth; 
not with the poor qualifications of an in- 
ferior actor, as Demofihenes malicioufly af- 
ferted, but with the knowlege and abilities of 
an accomplifh’d ftatefman and an able ora- 
tor; who fcorn’d the flattery of a Sycopbant, 
and knew how to write with {pirit and 
freedom, and to fpeak, with the fincerity of 
an Athenian; nor dare my moft inveterate 
enemy aver I ever proftituted my voice for 
money, either in the defence or aecufation 
of any man. I never received an inju- 
ry; becaufe I never gave the leaft provo- 
cation. I brought no citizen to judgment, 
except Timarchus ; nor do I mention this to 
boaft my difintereftednefs in refufing the 
money, which was offer’d, and punifhing 
him with that juftice, which the laws re- 
quired. Crefipho indeed, by whom as well 
as Demofihenes1 had been treated with the 
utmoft cruelty, I accufed of illegal practices ; 

and 
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NA | 
and J call the Gods to witnefs, not without 
foundation ; though it is by no means to 


be wonder’d at that the eloguence of De- 
mofilenes se overthrow both my oratory 
and the laws of Athens. When this man, 
fome time before, accufed me of crimes in- 
finitely greater than thofe, for which I was 
unjuftly banith’d, I was honourably acquit- 
ted, in fpite of all the endeavours of 
fo powerful an adverfary ;. which ought to’ 
be look’d upon as the ftrongeft teftimony of Ma 
my innocence, From that time, I confefs, I a 
flatter’d myfelf my character muft appear un- 
fullied, not only in your eyes, but in thofe of 
all Greece. Banifhment, like death, brings 
all the vices and follies of men to light ; and 
thofe things, which while we continue in 
the world are eafily conceal’d, when we 
remove from it, are brought forth and ex- 
pees The malice of an enemy will always 
attack with more freedom and fuccefs, when 
it is no longer in the power of the accufed 
to defend himfelf. Thofe, who are banifh’d 
from their native country for having bafely 
given it up a facrifice to its enemies, 
draw the eyes of the world upon their 
conduct; and how they are affectec 
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re 


o the common-weal may for the moft part 
be difcern’d by the manner, in which they 
bear their misfortune. After I had betray’d 
my country to Philip ; after I had 
acted in favour of the Macedonians, ‘did I, 
when driven into exile, fly to Alexander for 
the reward of my treachery and ingratitude ? 

faw Demades nobly entertain’d in Baotia, 
ploughing a rich farm of twenty acres, and 


WU 
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drinking out of cups of gold. I faw Hege- 
mon and Callimedon, thevone at Pella, the 
other at Berrbea, rewarded by moft magni- 
ficent prefents, and enter’d into alliances of 
marriage with women of the higheft side ; 
and yet neither did I go to the Thebans, 
Theffaly,or to any other place, where J i 
freely have given way to my refentment, 
vented my juft reproaches againft mycountry, 
and heard it afperfed by others. I went to 
Rhodes ; a city, whofe inhabitants, I {wear by 
the great ‘ove, are not only friends to you, 
but to all mankind. Thofe, who in their 
banifhment are fond of fettling in a place 
near their cwn country, do not in my opini- 
on fhew their love of it ; but feem rather to 
make a jeft of their calamity ; for furely we 
fhould chufe to be removed as far as poflible, 
from 
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from all thofe objeéts, which might brin& 
back the memory of that happinefs 
we had forfeited, and embitter our mif- 
fortunes. For my own part, I did not 
even remain long inthe city of Rhodes; 
but fought out a little defart fpot, where 
I purchafed a farm for two talents; a feat 
fitting the noble ftation and magnificence 
of a man, who had firft (as you allege) 
been hired by Phz/ip, and afterwards by AL 
exander, to give up to them the liberties of 
Greece. Here you will find this powerful 
agent of the Macedonians with two private 
friends and feven Domefticks ; my mother, 
now feventy three years of age, who ac- 
companied me in my exile, to be the kind 
partner of thofe undeferved forrows, which 
you had inflicted on me ; my wife, who at- 
tended me by her father’s confent, tho’ the 
laws would have obliged her to {tay behind ; 
add to thefe my three children, as yet in- 
fenfible of their own unhappinefs, who 
know nothing of that illuftrious city, in 
which they were born, and of which, almoft 
as foon as they were born, they were de- 
prived. Others, alas! fend their children 
from Beotia and Aitolia to Athens for lea 
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ing and improvement; whilft th a whe 
ney a claim to it from nature, thofe, who 
are the offspring not of a new made citizen 
or a condemn’d criminal, but the defcen- 
dants of an antient and an honourable family, 
are forced to receive their education in a 
wildernefs, and fuffer under their pee 
exile. Demofthenes implored you, in fa 

of the children of Lycurgus, not to { 
them for their father’s crimes; and you, 
touch’d with that pity, which every true 
Athenian feels, gran ted his requeit. No 
men indeed of Ra had minds more prone to 
anger or more eafily foften’d into forgivenefs 
than your felves. I would intreat you thete- 
fore, in the name of my unfortunate little 
ones, that they may not hereafter be deprived 
pepe of their paren its, and their country, and 
fuffer for a crime, which they were never 
able to commit. Be perfuaded, I befeech 
you, to act with your accuftom’d jaftice and 
humanity ; and by your tendernefs towards 
thofe, for whom I plead, fhew your regard 
tome. Nor will it fully the glory of that 
city, where mercy and equity have ever re- 
fided, to my to the prayers of Z/fcbznes. 
The 
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The influence of Me/ano pus over the citizens 
will, I am fatisfied, ther increafe, by ex- 
horting you to this lenity than by diftieds ing 


e © 


Whe : ; 
you from it. I know too well it is not 
r i) Mohs cao = Se ie A Late 
fE chines, who can now prevail. * I have 
no power or intereft at Athens ; efpecially in 


ro (Ta “ 
a sas where I am myfelf fo nearly con- 
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will I hope have more weir ht with vou than 
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‘ 
adverfary can fuge¢ett. 
d g&/ 6 
D EMOSTHENES f9 tl 0 Senate and te 204 
jo VLOs lL FA LLINEES EY ARs NCHATLE “ilu ve UDL e 
A Sah 
a & fy ° 
O° ANT HENS, 


3 ih = 
pl! & Shape ay a pee om ees 25 A> Spee et re eee ge» Ba 
i in{pire the words and direct the ad: 
onsof men. May thofe Gods grant ries both 
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now and ever, to {peak that alone, which will 


promote the h happinefs of my audibey and 
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As it would {well thefe notes too much to mention every 
é 


Circumftance alluded to inthisand the fol] lowing orat 
the two illuftrious rival orators 3} we muft refer the 
the lives of the authors, or rather to their works, and v: 
ticularly to Demofthenes’s oration de corong; and that aeaintt 
the falfe embafly of A¢chines, with his anfwer, whicl 
remaining. 
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powers, which he hath here implored, have 
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lictated thefe his couniels, Dez mofibenes thus 
writes to tne fenate and people of Athens. 
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| have not wrote ipl Aa refent, O Athe- 


ams, concerning my return from banifhment, 
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iS it 1s a point of little weight, and which 
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OU Will always ave fufficient leifure to dé- 


bate on; but as I am fatished that, if you act 


with Bathe te at this time, you may acquire 
fafety, happinefs and freedom for yourfelves 
and all Greece, and that on the other hand, if 


you are now mifguided and deceived, you 
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Will never recover io giorious an op portunity, 
I think 1t incumbent on me to Give 7 you my 
ae Ad advice »thanalaa 
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ape be fo well done bv letter For were 


efent, 1t would be much eafier to anfwer 
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me Oe might be objected to, Pere what 


may appear difheult or obfcure, tid by that 
means yuta ftop toall the clamours of fuch 


w$ fhall oppofe it ; yet, if you will with pa- 


tience and attention give car to what I pro- 
pote, I fl all not defpair of convincing you that 
our fervice, honour and intereft are the true 


end 
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end and defign of all my endeavours. Think 
iot I fent you this advice, as if I thought 
wanted orators; of fuc i, 


ou have enough ; 


who are alwaysr eady tog give their unafk’d 


and dunpremeditat " count 


I might impart 


els, I fent it, that 
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fupply them ae abundant matter for theirs 
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harangues, and thus render their tafk more 
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fhort andeafy. Know then firft, O Atbenz- 

; ile ae 1 i x ar 
ans, the publick good commands you to put 


an end meumnciliatal ly to all diffenfions 


be of one mind; that whatever fhall b: 
decreed, you may all fhew that fpirit, refols 
tion and unanimity, which is neceff ti 
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opinion is not only unbecoming and un- 


worthy of a noble mind, but ie attended 
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gnorant, addition be made to thofe 
forces, Sa Gait aha themfe] 

protect the ftate, we thall have a bette 
P ro{pect of fuccefs, How then are tho{ 
es to be encreafed? By blotti ng out th 
wi a of all the injuries you ev: 
received from thofe cities or private men, 
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who have at any time oppofed your mea- 
fures, and ftood up in defence of their an- 
tient conftitution. Fears and jealoufies will 
unite your enemies; who, when they find 
their numbers grow formidable, and that 
their common fafety is concern’d, will rea- 
dily affift each other to deftroy you. But 
if thefe fears and jealoufies are gris) re- 
moved, their refentments will fubfide, and 
you may hereafter reap the jae of 
heir friendfhip. To proclaim this indeed 
from city to city would be ridiculous, and 
even impracticable ; but, beginning with your 
own citizens, you might by degrees open to 
others your intention of r proceedie with 
them in the fame manner. I think, no 
city, no leader, orator or private man what- 
ever, | who defended the antient government, 
{hould, for the future, fuffer:-any cenfure 
Or reproach on that account. It is in 
your power to determine what is moft 
eligible, tho’ thefe men may be entirely 
blamelefs, in ftrenuoufly defending their 
own opinions. When the fhip 1s in danger, 
every paflenger has the liberty to fay whe- 
ther he thinks the fail or oar may be of moft 
fervice ; and the fame right has every man 

to 
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to fpeak his real thoughts in the affais 
of the commonwealth; all are to be heard, 
and that counfel embraced, which feems 
moft agreeable to the will of the Gods, 
If thus you act, you will behave like wife 
and good men, raife your power and intereft, 
and induce many, if not all your adverfaries, 
to confefs themfelves in an error, and change 
their fentiments. Whilft the greatand prin 
cipal affairs are thus carefully ee heeeae let 
not thofe of an inferior nature be neglected. 
I do not mean that the whoie {tate fhould 
be endanger’d to revenge the caufe of any 
individual, nor would I fuffer private refent- 
ments to interfere with the publick good. 
What preparations are neceflary, what cauti- 
ons to be obferved, and what methods (as 
far as human wifdom can forefee) are mott 
likely to meet with fuccefs, I have ende: avour d 
to point out to you. To beevery day at 
the head of bufinefs, to turn every ac ecident 
and circumftance to advantage, to feize every 
favourable opportunity, and judge what may 
be beft gain’d by folicitation, and what ex- 
orted by open violence, mutt be left to the 


conto of thofe, whom you fhall appo! int 
your leaders; and, on this account as well 
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as on many others, giving advice js a moft 
difficult province. For thofe things, which 
are nicely plan’d, and after great labour and 
{tudy have been approved of by all, may be 
fruftrated or entirely changed by thofe, who 
are entrufted with the execution of them ; 
and yet I hope we fhall now fucceed. If 
any fhould extol the good fortune of Alex. 
ander, becaufe he profper’d in every un- 
dertaking, let him remember, that he was 
fortunate, becaufe he was active, vigilant and 
brave. He isdead; and fortune is now in 
fearch of other favorites. Thofe favorites you 
muftand will be, if you chufe out men of 
conduct and valour for your leaders; whag 
every one of you would with, and is able to 
do, that let every one hold already done, that 
let him promife to himfelf, and without de- 
ceiving or being deceived take care ftridtly to 
perform. If you neglect this opportunity, it 
can never beretrieved. ‘The danger of vary- 
ing in our refolutions is not fo great in things, 
which may be done at our leifure as in 
affairs, which require immediate difpatch, 
In thefe cafes, to change our refolutions is 
utterly to deftroy them. Avoid that fatal 
error. Whatever you are going to engage in, 

let 
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let your minds be prepared to execute 
and when you have once determined to act, 
then, under the kind aufpices and influence 
of the Dodonean “fove, and the other Gods, 
whofe oracles you have confulted and whofe 
aid you have implored, (if fortune be pro- 
pitious) reftore the liberties of Greece. 


EMOSTHENES fo the Senate and people 
of fe HENS ; requefting bis return from 
bam, hment 6 


I not only thought, O Athenians, that 
my innocence would have fecured me fron 
the treatment I have met with, but that, 
had even been quite in an error, the fervices 
I have done the common-weal might atone 
for it. When I faw indeed APY others, 
befides myfelf, condemn’d without any proof 
againft them. not by the ® Beneral al v 
Re private factions of a few bad men ; as 
was fatisfy’d that not only I, but your heise 
alfo were, by this iniquitous cond ud Fs tramp- 
led on and contemn’d, I thought it became 
me to bear my wrongs with temper and re- 
fignation. To give way thus to the power of 


powe 
fuch as had no title to the authority they 
aflumed was doubtlef to yield up the pri- 
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vileges of the fenate. As you have now 
thought proper to take into confideration the 
pretences of thefe men and to examine into 
their claims ; as you have deem’d their fecret 
practices worthy of your refentment, and 
taken the caufes of the accufed under your 
own infpection, I hope (if it feem good to 
you,) to meet with that pardon, which you 
have extended to all thofe, who were invol- 
ved with me in the fame fuppofed guilt ; 
that fo I alone may not, for crimes of which 
Iam innocent, be deprived of my country, 
eae and friends. Demofibenes, O Athe- 
nians, merits your utmoft care and indul- 


SHOES IS 


sence ; not only for having fuffer'd unjuftly 
by your decree, but becaufe your reputation 
and character with foreign nations may de- 
pend on your behaviour tome; for you muft 
not think that tho’ you do not call to mind 
what I have done for you, the reft of Greece 
will fo ungratefully forget my fervices. I 
fhall not dwell on my own praifes, as well, 
for fear of that envy, which in thefe cafes 
truth itfelf cannot fecure us from, as becaufe 
to mention what we then did would be to 
reproach our prefent floth and indolence, 


which has forced us to put up with indigni- 
ties 


BPS YL & &, 18 


SJ 


ties we {hould not then have borne. It mutt, 
upon the whole, be acknowleged that my 
advice and affiftance made your valour and 
happinefs the admiration of mankind; 
and I had reafonto expect in return all, which 
you had power to beftow. When cruel 
and inevitable fortune had involved you in 
an unfuccefsful war, enter’d into in defence 
of the liberties of Greece, I ftill preferved 
my love for you, and maintain’d my own 
honour. The hopes of fafety, riches and 
power could never rob me of my integrity ; 
though I faw the men, who oppofed your 
intereft and that of the ftate, in full poffeffion 
of all thofe valuable bleffings. One thing, 
which I have, I think, a right to boaft of, I 
muft call to your remembrance. When 
Philip, the moft artful man hiftory can fur- 
nith us with, had by complaifancy, kindnefs, 
and affability fo bound to him the hearts of 
all men as to have them entirely at his dit- 
pofal ; when he had by prefents corrupted all, 
who had any authority in Greece ; remember 
that I alone remain’d unconquer’d ; which 
you to this day reap the advantage of. 
Tho’ I frequently met and converfed with 
him concerning the bufinefs of my embatiies, 
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I conftantly refufed to accept the bribes he 
offer’d ; which many now amongit you can 
teftify. Reflect then what thefe men muft 
think of you. My fufferings they will doubt- 
lefs attribute not to my crimes but my mif- 
fortune and your bafe ingratitude; an infamy, 
which nothing can wipe out but a reverfion 
of your unjuft decree. What I have hitherto 
alleged in my defence will not perhaps plead 
fo ftrongly in my behalf, as my continual 
attachment to you inthe daily adminiftration 
of your affairs ; in which I fo acted, as never 
meanly to engage in any falfe accufations, or 
give ear to malicious and frivolous difputes, 
publick or private ; never calumniated either 
citizen or {tranger; never turn’d my voice 
againit you ; but, whenever there was occafion, 
{tood up with courage and refolution in your 
defence. Tell your fons how Demojfthenes 
behaved, when Python * the Byzantine 
pour’d forth his invectives againft your city, 
and met with a reception he little expected, 


* After the conquelt of E/ataa, the two orators Demofthenes 
and Python were fent, thé one by Pdiip, the other by the 
Athenians, to requeit the affiftance of Baeotia ; where Pytho 
inveigh’d bitterly againft the Athenians, and Demojftbenes an“ 
{wer'd him extempore with great {i 
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returning 


returning with fhame and difgrace. I 
will not fpeak of all the embaffies, in which 
you employ’d me; or boaft my fuccefs in 
them. You can bear witnefs for me, O 
Athenians, that whilft I was engaged in a 
affairs of government I never ere divifion 
amonegft you, or arm’d the city againft fel 
but endeavour’d to excite you to fuch actions 
as might encreafe your glory and renown; a 
defign, it would well become the old among 
you to admire, and the young to imitate ; nor 
fhould you with for an orator, who is only 
ambitious of popular applaufe, and meanly 
fubfervient to the multitude, (for of fuch you 
have already enough,) but a man, who has 
the honefty and courage to reprove your 
faults. I pafs over many things, which with- 
out thofe already mention’d, might, I think, 
give me a title to your indulgence; my be- 
haviour when Edile, my care of the Gallies, 
and thofe largeffes, which in times of blk 
neceflity I either advanced myfelf, or in- 
duced others to fupply you with ; eve rey one 
of hee is a reproach to you for your un- 
juft fentence againft me. Surrounded as I 
am with misfortunes, I know not which 
hould firft lament ; the time of life, which 
Tt 


oe Ls i) ee. z 5 : cae ARO pe AEE gh us Src gegaey im reap <P piia 


i 
= 
i 


reo << 


PO 


Poe 


ee 


SS rnc wl, oe 


190 S Bt Le Bs Gir 


fam forced to {pend ina dangeroud exile, 
andin a manner fo much beneath that dig- 
nity, 1n which I ence appear’d ; the igno- 
miny I have fuffer’d for crimes, which I 
never committed ; or laftly thofe great and 
glorious hopes, which are now fo cruelly 
fruftrated, and have left me in their ftead 
nothing but the poor inheritance of fuch 
calamities as only the worft of men could 
deferve. I never was a friend to Harpalus, 
nor ought I to fuffer for any former mif- 
carriage, when that, of which I was accufed, 
was never proved againft me. Among all 
the decrees made concerning Harpalus, * it 
may not be improper to remind you that 
thofe only, which I dictated, freed the city 
from fufpicion of favouring his defigns. Thus 
does every circumftance make it appear that, 
from the iniquity of the times, and not my 
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* Harpalus quitted the fervice of Alexander, who had 
committed to him the charge of his revenue in Babylon, and 
came over to the Athenians; many of whom he won by bribes, 
and among the ret Demo/thenes, who at firft, (which he in this 
paffage alludes to) advifed the Athenians to drive him out of 
the country ; but afterwards took a filver cup, for which he 
was fined fifty talents, and committed to prifon, from whence, by 
the connivance of his keeper, he made his efcape. 
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ewn, I felt the whole weight of the punifh- 
ment due to the guilty only, and fell the firft 
facrifice to your refentment. What argument, 
which thofe, whom you afterwards pardon’d 
made ufe of, did not I alfo bring in my de- 
fence; or can any thing be now faid, which 
has not been faid already? No man can 
prove that done, which never was done. 
Tho’ I could add many things, I chufe to 
pafs them over in filence. When we fuffer, 
our innocence is of little fervice in remo- 
ving the prejudices of others, and only en- 
creafes the anguifh of our own minds. As 
you are reconciled, O Athenians, to the 
ref{t, be reconciled tome alfo. I call the 
Gods and heroes to witnefs; I neyer wrong’d 
you. Let my paft life plead in my behalf. 
Let that be heard fooner than thofe accufati- 
ons, which were brought, but never made 
good, againft me. Surely I am not more 
to be contemn’d, or lefs to be trufted than 
others, whom calumny hath afperfed. My 
flight you cannot blame. I did not leave 
Athens from any diftruft of you, or the 
hopes of a kind reception in any other place, 
but the apprehenfion of a fhamefull prifon_ 
and confinement; which the weaknefs of 
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ny age would not have been able to bear. 
You could not cenfure my avoiding an infa- 
my, which would have deftroy’d me, and 
could be of no fervice to you. That I fought 
out no foreign friends is fufficiently apparent. 
I did not retire to any place, where I might 
flatter myfelf with the profpect of living in 
{plendor and magnificence, but went to 
Trazene, a city well affected to you; where 
many of my anceftors retreated; after 
the Perfian war; whofe oles tual may 
the immortal Gods eesbioeiben as well for their 
friendthip to yous as their many kind offices 
to me; and grantit may hereafter, (when by 
your favour Eam re -{tored) be in my power 
to repay them !« Even basi when one, who 
thought by that means to gain my applaufe, 
condemn’d your injuftice, T reproved him, 
and defended you; for which I merit both 
yOu pardon and reward. Though I had 
’ ateft reafon to love and efteem thefe 
men "for their humanity and benevolence, 
yet asl perceived it was not in their power 
to ferve me in what I with’d for, I left them 
d, went to the Temple of Neptune in Ca- 
labria, not as a place of fafety, but. becaufe 
{ might from thence look every day upon 

my 
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native country ; and I with to God De- 
moftbenes were as dear to you as Athens is to 
him. Let me not then, O Athenians, be 
any longer unhappy ; let not me alone be 
deprived of your indulgence, or force me to 
afk that of others, which you deny; a me- 
thod, which though you fhould ftill continue 
inexorable, as it would reflect difhonour on 
you, I had rather dye than make ufe of. 
Since the fame authority, which decreed the 
fentence, may now repeal it, act as it be- 
comes Athenians towards a man, who {o well 
merits your favour. You know I never de- 
ferved ignominy or death, but have ferved 
and loved you as I ought; nor think the 
grief, which is exprefs’d in this letter, pro- 
ceeds from weaknefs of mind. Ilamentr, as 
every man in my condition would, the lofs 
of your efteem, and of my country ; a fuf- 
ficient caufe for tears and forrow, and no¢ 
the effect of fear and effeminacy, to which 
you yourfelves know, when I had the ma- 
nagement of your affairs, I was an utter 
ftranger. Thus far I have {poke to you 
only. In regard to thofe, who have calum- 
niated me, I would anfwer them before you 
all, What they did againft me, in obedience 
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to your directions, I fhall not mention. They 
have ceafed to perfecute others ; and to leave 


me alfo at quiet would be a mark of their 
difcretion, But if they ftill perfevere, I muft 


call on you for af_i fliftance ; and I hope their 
nalice and inveteracy will not get the better 
of your 


juttic e and | humanity. 
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‘Tue plague is in our camp ; and in fpite 
of all our endeavours to remove it, ftill rages 
with the utmoft violence. I befeech thee 

herefore, by the memory of all. thofe bene- 
fits I ever beftow’ d on thee, to fend me fome 
immediate help. Drive away, if poffible, 
this terrible calumnity, which hath fpread 
terror and deftruétion through the whole 
army. Inftead of attacking the enemy, we 
are ourfelves attack’d by this moft dread- 
ful adverfary, whofe fatal arrows have pierced 


iu 
us with wounds, which medicine cannot heal- 
I am_ not able to exprefs to you my anxiety 
on this occafion; nor do I know how to 
proceed. Free me from this diftrefs, and do 
not let me, at fuch a time, want your beft 
aflifttance and advice. Farewell, 
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Patus fo the king of kings, ARTAXERXES 
a y lal 
the great. 


In moft of thofe diforders, which nature 
brings, nature is herfelf the beft phyfician ; 
but the more violent difeafes, which {pread 
through a whole people, fhe is often too 
weak to remove. Art may then ftep into her 
affiftance, and from a knowledge of the 
mechanifm of our bodies fometimes prevail. 
Hippocrates, the phyfician, cures this diftem- 
per; a Dorian, native of Cos, and fon of Hera- 
clides ;a man, who from low and mean be- 
einnings hath brought the art of medicine to 
the higheft perfection. He is by birth di- 
vine ; being, on his father’s fide, the ninth in 
defcent from king Chryfamis, the eighteenth 
from AEfculapius, the twentieth from Fove ; 
and, on his mother’s, fprung from the Hera- 
chd@ ; from them he received the principles 
of his knowlege, and by a noble and extenfive 
genius as far furpafs’d his anceftors in this art 
as the art itfelf is fuperior to all others ; curing 
every difeafe, and {fcattering the glorious 
bleffings of the divine A/culapius, as Trip- 
tolemus did the gifts of Ceres on every fide: 
Juftly therefore in many places has he met 
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with divine honours, and the Athenians 
have beftow’d on him the fame rewards as 
they once gave to Hercules and Afculapius. 
Let him be immediately fent for, and give 
him all he requires ; for he alone can remove 
this dreadful peftilence ; he is the father and 
preferver of health, and the prince of that di- 
vine {cience, which he profeffeth, 


ARTAXERXES the great, king of kings, to 
HiysTanes governor of the Hellefport. 


We have heard of the great phyfician Hip- 
pocrates of Cos, fprung from Atfculapius. 
Him fend to us. We will beftow on him 
every thing he can defire, in return for his 
affiftance; and hold him in equal honour 
with our nobles. Ifyou find any other, no 
lefs illuftrious for wifdom and knowlege, 
{pare no coft to acquire him. Such treafures 
are moft rarely to be met with, and when 
found ofall things the moft valuable. 


HysTANEs, 
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HysTanes, governor of the Hellefpont, to 
Hippocrates fprung from fEscura- 
PIUS, 


I here fend you the king’s letter requiring 
your immediate prefence: Let me have your 
anfwer as foon as poflible. Farewell. 


Hippocrates, the phyfician, to HysT anes, 
governor of the Hellefpont. 


To the letter you fent me from the king 
you may immediately return this anfwer; that 
I have already all the neceffaries of life, and 
do not therefore ftand in need of his bounty. 
I hold it neither juft nor honourable to re- 
ceive any thing from a Per/ian, or to beftow 
health on Barbarians, who are the enemies 
of Greece. 


The Senate and People of ABvERA fo Hip- 
POCRATES. 


Our city, O Hippocrates, is in the utmoft 
danger of lofing its greateft ornament. If 
Democritus is not cured of his madnefs, 4}- 
derais deftroy’d, Forgetful of himfelf and 
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every thing round him, he fits up night and 
day, raves, and laughs at every thing. Mar- 
riages, merchandife, embaffies, {peeches, 
magiftracies, wounds, ficknefs and death are 
alike the objeéts-of his mirth. Diforder’d 
both in body and mind, he fearches into, and 
writes concerning the infernal regions, afiirms 
that the air is full of * images, that he un- 
derftands the language of birds, that he wan- 
ders into infinity, and there meets with 
beings like himfelf. Thefe dreadful fymp- 
toms terrify andalarm us. Do not defpife us 
therefore, but come immediately and fave our 
country. If you cure him, fame and riches 
fhall be your reward ; and though we are 
fatisfied you prefer honour and reputation to 
all the gifts of fortune, yet muft you permit 
usto fhew our gratitude by a prefent worthy 
your acceptance. Were our city all of gold 


we 


* 'This alludes to the do€trine of Democritus of the tranfition 
of images, which fucceed one another from a conftant fupply 
of atoms, adopted by Epicurus and his followers. 

Quid Democritus (fays Tully,) qué tum imagines earumque 
circuitus in deorum numero refert, tum illam naturam Qua tma.- 
gines fundat ac mittat tum fcientiam intelligentiamque noftram, 
monne in maximo erroré verfatur ? Icero de nat. Deorum. 
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we would gladly beftow it to purchafe the 
health of Democritus. If he dyes, our laws 
mutt perifh with him. Come then, we im- 
plore thee, and be not only our phyfician, 
but our founder, and preferver ; be the wall 
and bulwark of all Greece ; for it is not a 
fingle city, but the whole country, which now 
afks thy affiftance. Imagine learning our 
interceffor, and learning our Ambafiador, 
in favour of their beloved Democritus. The 
rifing generation fhall thank thee for prefer- 
ving him, who if he lives will by his pre- 
cepts render them fuperior in their knowlege 
of truth to all paft ages. You are defcended 
from Ai/culapius; he- by the brothers fide 
from Hercules; from whom came our grea: 
founder Abderus. Let this induce thee to 
comply with our requeft. It is ftrange that 
diftempers fhould thus arife from the excefs 
of what is good. Too much knowledge 
hath caufed the madnefs of Democritus, 
while the common people of * Aéddera, 


—- 


* The peopleof Abdera, a city in Thrace, were remarkably 
dull and heavy. Fuvenal calls it Vervecum Patria, and Mara 
tial {ays 

Abderitance peltora plebis babes. 

We meet with many other fevere refleCtions on them, in 

antient authors. 3 
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who are wholly illiterate, enjoy their fenfes, 
and even thofe, who were branded with con- 
tempt for their remarkable dulnefs and ftu- 
pidity, have had fagacity enough to difcover 
the difeafe of the wifeft of men. Come 
then, and may #/culapius and the daughter 
of Hercules affift thee. Bring with thee 
Peonian remedies. Our earth abounds with 
roots, herbs and flowers of fovereign efficacy 
in this diftemper, and furely it will now, if 
ever, pour them forth in plenty to  pre- 
ferve the health of its darling Democritus. 
Farewell. 


Hippocrares to the Senate, and people of 
ABDERA. 


AMELESAGORAS, your fellow citizen, 
arrived at Cos on the day of our grand feftival, 
As he feem’d by his countenance and manner 
to have fome bufinefs of importance and 
which required difpatch, I immediately read 
the letter he brought from you, and was not 
a little furprifed to find your concern for the 
health of one man as great as if he had been 
the only one remaining in the city. Happy 
doubtlefs is that people, who look on the 


wile 
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wife and good as better guardians of theit 
{tate than walls and bulwarks, Men are 
the work of nature, and art the gift of the 
Gods. Let it not offend you then, O men 
of Abdera, if I fay it is not you, who now 
invite me, but nature herfelf, who calls on 
me to preferve her nobleft work from perifh- 
ing by this cruel diftemper. In obedience 
therefore to the command of nature and the 
Gods, I haften to cure Democritus, if he is 
indeed fick, and you are not, as I could 
wifh you were, deceived on this occafion ; 
though, if it isfo, the uneafinefS, which you 
exprefs at his fuppofed danger, is the {trongeft 
mark of your efteem for and tendernefs to- 
wards him: But, if I come, remember, 
God and nature have promifed me no ree 
ward, neither will I accept any from you. 
Do not therefore offer it. Leta liberal art re- 
main free. Thofe, who meanly proftitute 
their knowledge for hire, enflave the {ciences, 
Such will flatter men, when difeafes are moft 
dangerous, and alarm them with falfe fears, 
when they are not fo; will difappoint where 
they have promifed, and come when they 
are not fent for. Human life isnot on any 
account more miferable than becaufe the in- 
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tolerable thirft of gain hath, like a baleful 


wind, fo {pread its malignant influence over 
every part of it. Would to heaven phyfi- 
cians would all join their aid to cure this 
worft delirium! I have always look’d on the 
various difeafes of the mind as fo many 
diftinét {pecies of madnefs, which difturb our 
teafon with ftrange opinions and extravagant 
defires ; and when thefe humours are purged 
off by virtue, the man recovers. If riches 
were my principal aim, O men of Abdera, 
ten talents would not have brought me to 
you. I fhould have gone into Perfia, where 
the king would have beftowed on me as 
much filver and gold as I defired, after I 
had removed the plague, which now reigns 
there, ButI refufed my aid to the enemies 
of Greece. Thus have I conquer’d the Bar- 
barians. I fhould hold ita difgrace to re. 
celve any thing at the hands of Archelaus, 
and think myfelf an enemy to my country. 
‘True wealth does not confift merely in riches, 
amafs'd together from every part and by every 
method. Virtue is a much nobler and more 
valuable poffeffion. As it is unwarrantable 
to preferve our enemies, no lefs{o is it to take 
a reward for curing our friends; I do not 

make 
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make a trade of my profeffion. I was not 
glad to hear of the ficknefs of Democritus. 
If he is well, he is my friend; if ill, andl 
have the happinefs to cure him, he will be 
{till more fo ; for I hear he is a man of hon- 


our and integrity and an ornament to your 
citys Farewell. 


HIippocrRATES fo PHILOPZMEN. 


Wrtu the epiftle from the people of 4- 
dera I received yours alfo, and fhall gladly 
accept the kind offer of your houfe and other 
accommodations during my ftay there. If 
fhall come the more willingly as I have had 
fome intimation by letter that this man is 
not really diforder’d, but one, whote uncom- 
mon wifdom and fuperior underftanding have 
deceived the multitude into an opinion of his 
being mad. That he is a great and learned 
philofopher, who being intirely free from 
family affairs {pends whole days and_nights 
in caves and folitary places, lying down on 
the grafs, or by the banks of rivers ; all which 
‘5 ufual with men of melancholly and con- 
templative difpofitions, who love filence and 
folitude, and avoid as much as poffible the 
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fociety as well of friends as ftrangers: Nor 
is it at all to be wonder’d at that thofe, who 
apply themfelves clofely to {tudy and the 
culture of their minds, fhould lofe all other 
cares in the fearch of wifdom ; for as fervants 
ina family, when left to themfelves, are for 
the moft part noify and quarrelfome, but at 
fight of their miftrefs: are immediately re- 
duced to filence and order; fo all the paffions 
of men, which are turbulent and unruly, 
when wifdom appears, are quieted or fe- 
moved. Madmen do not feek retirement, 
but thofe only, who from a contempt of the 
bufinefs and amufements of the world, leave 
it in fearch of eafe and tranquillity. When 
the mind, broken and fubdued by accidents 
from without, would refreth both itfelf and 
the body, it naturally flies to a place of reft ; 
where it may ftand alone and look round, as ° 
it were from an eminence, for the fituation 
of true happinefs ; where neither wife, chil- 
dren, fervants, fortune, or any of the cares and 
concerns of life, may difturb him ; where 
the heavens fhine forth, crown’d with ftars 
moving on every fide; where noife and trou- 
ble dare not appear, but ftand at a diftance in 


aweful reverence of thofe glorious : deities, 
wifdom 
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wifdom and virtue, which. there refide, 
To fome fuch delightful feat perhaps is 
Democritus retired, and from this love of 
folitude alone the 4bderztes fuppofe him mad. 
Prepare, O Philopaemen, for my reception. I 
would not trouble the city at a time of gene- 
ral affliction, efpecially when I have fo old 
a friend as yourfelf, from whom IJ am fure of 
meeting with the fincereft welcome. 


HiprocraTes fo DIONYSIUS. 


MEET meat Halicarnaffus. Imuft goto 
Democritus at Abdera. It is amazing, O my 
friend, to fee how the whole city fympathifes 
with one man and feems fo to participate of 
his diftemper as to want a cure as much as 
himfelf ; though I have reafon to think his 
difeafe is nothing but extraordinary learning 
and virtue, which in reality can never be 
hurtful to any. But whatever goes beyond 
the common bounds is look’d on by the ig- 
norant multitude as a diforder. Every one 
thinks that excefs in another, which he js 
himfelf deficient in. Thusthe coward e- 
{teems fortitude a folly, and the covetous 
calls generofity acrime, In regard to De- | 

mocritus, Hit 
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mocritus, when I have feen and converfed 
with him I thall be better able to judge of 
his illnefs. Do you, O Dionyfius, make 
hafte hither ; where I would have you ftay 
till my return, and take care of the city. 
Brom what bilites I know not, but the year 

s hitherto been extremely healthful, fe 
th hat you will not have much trouble. You 
will live at my houfe. My wife is with her 
father and mother. Have an eye upon her 
conduct in my abfence. Her father is a 
man of honour and fpirit, but much in years. 
Women muft always have fome one near to 
reftrain them ; for they have by nature an 
ie bats New which if fuffer’d to grow will 
trees unpruned fhout out into a vicious 
uxuriancy. A friend on thefe occafions is 
always preferable toa parent; for one is free 
from that natural affe€tion, which too often 
inclines the other to partiality, and renders 
him incapable of advifing and reproving as 
he ought. Where 1 interferes the leaft 
there is always the greateft fhare of difcreti- 
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Hippocrates fo PHILOPAMEN. 


I went to reft laft night, not without the 
ereateft care and folicitude, with the thoughts 
of Democritus ftrongly imprefsd on my 
mind; and a little before morning had this 
extraordinary dream; from which, at the 
fame time that I was much aftonith’d at it, 
I drew an omen of my future fuccefs. Me- 
thought Ino fooner arrived at the gates of 
Abdera than Ai/fculapius himfelf appear’d to 
me; not with that mildnefs and complacen- 
cy in his countenance, which we meet with 
in the ftatues of him, but with an afpect 
frowning and feemingly full of trouble. 
Behind him were ferpents of moft exquifite 
beauty, which trail’d after him, and hifs'd as 
is ufual in fandy and defart places. Near 
him were feveral fervants with boxes of me- 
dicinal preparations. The God ftretch’d forth 
his hand to me, which I eagerly embraced, 
and bege’d him to go with and affift me in 
the important bufinefs, which brought me 
to Abdera ; to which he reply’d, you will 
not want my aid. This Goddefs, adored by 
mortal and immortal beings, fhall protect 
thee, At thefe words I turn’d round and be- 
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held a large and beautiful woman in a mag- 
nificent robe; her hair tyed up with an air 
of the greateft fimplicity, with eyes that 
darted forth a kind of ftarry luftre. The 
God withdrew, and the woman, taking hold 
of my hand, led me through the city, and 
when we came to the houfe vanith’d like 
a fpectre, with thefe words, ‘* to morrow I 
fhall findthee with Democritus. I had juft 
time to afk her her name, to which fhe an- 
{werd, I am Truth. She, whom you fee 
approaching towards you, is Opinion. She 
lives at Abdera. No fooner had fhe faid this, 
when the other woman came up to me, with 
a perfon not difagreeable, but a countenance 
full of fiercenefs and pride. At the fight of 
her I fuddenly awoke, and on reflection thus 
expounded this ftrange dream. That the 
God of phyfick fhould leave me in that man- 
ner and affure me I had no need of medicine 
to affift me, I interpreted to fignify that De- 
mocritus wanted not a phyfician ; that truth 
dwells with him, becaufe he is in perfec 
health; and that his ficknefs is nothing but 
the foolifh opinion of it, which reigns among 
the people of Abdera. Thefe things, O Pdz- 


lopemen, 1 believe. Dreams are not to be re- 
jected ; 
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jected ; efpecially when the circumftances 
of them are ranged in fo much order, and 
have fo great an appearance of probability. 
Phyfick and divination bear the greateft a- 
nalogy to each other. One god, Apollo, our 
sreat anceftor, is the father of them both; 
who alone can remove all prefent difeafes, 
and foretell thofe, which are to come. 


Hippocrates ¢@ DAMAGETUS. 


Ir was as we expected, O Damagetus ; 
Democritus is not mad, but full of learning 
and wifdom, which he imparts to me and 
all, who converfe with him: I have {ent 
back the fhip, which truly deferves to beeall’d 
the fhip of culapius. Together with 
the fun let the figure of health be engraved 
onit. We fail’d with a profperous gale and 
arrived at «4ddera the very day, on which I 
had wrote word that I fhould be there. The 
whole city, men and women, old and young, 
were gather’d together at the gates in expec- 
tation of me; who all fhew’d at firft in 
their faces and behaviour the deepeft afflic- 
tion for the ficknefs of Democritus ; but on 
fight of me feem’d to return as it were to 

P , themfelves 
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, and entertain hopes of his reco- 
very.  Pbhilopemen conduéed me to his 
houle, with which they were highly pleafed. 

i told them I could do nothing till I had feen 
ocritus ; upon which the people, with 
ud acclamations of joy, led me through 
he #orum, while the croud throng’d on 
y fide of me crying out help him, cure 

al fave him. I encouraged them, afluring 
hem that an Efefian wind favour’d my de- 
fign, and gave me the greateft hones of fuc- 
(s. Beting the tower, near. the walls of 
ae city, we camc to a high hill, fet thick 
with Beets ; from whence we faw the ha- 
bitation of Democritus, and the philofophey 
him afelf alone under the fhade of a {mall 
Pease in a fhort gown, which, hung 
foofe on his fhoulders, He had a long beard, 
feem‘d pale and lean, and was fitting on a 
ftone. A little rivi eri ckled down a hil- 
lock adjoining to the place, near which was 
a kind of temple dedicated, as I fuppofe, to 
fome nymph, and furrounded with vines, 
which grew wild about it. He helda book 


ETN 


upon his knee, and others lay featter’d. on 
each fide; and by him ina heap were feveral 
carcafies of animals, which he had diffeGted. 


He 


Oo 
ff" 
© 


tg 


EPIS TL B& 211 


He was fometimes intent on the writing 
before him, and a little while after feem’d 
entirely wrapp’d up in the moft icrious me- 
ditation. He then rofe up and walk’d; 
look’d in the bowels of the animals, and 
laying them afide return’d to his feat. ‘The 
Abderites in the mean time obferving him, 
and crying out to me, you fee,O Hippocrates, 
his diftemper, and that he knows not what 
he would have, or what he is doing ; one 
of them look’d at him and wept bitter- 
ly, as if he had been robb’d of all that was 
dear to him. Democritus, feeing him, 
fmiled, left off his writing, and fhook his 
head. I then defired the bderites to ftay 
there, and let me go nigher to him, that I 
might the better learn the nature of his Dil- 
temper. The defcent was fo fteep that I 
could not keep my foot from flipping, but 
I fell upon him as he was writing. I ftood 
fome time expecting him to leave off, which 
he did, and laying down his pen he faid, 
hail to thee, O gueft: To thee alfo, re- 
ply’dI, O Democritus, thou wifeft of men. 
What name, faid he, fhould I have faluted 
thee by ; to which I anfwer'd, Hippocrates 
the phyfician, The nobility of your family, 
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©, and your extraordinary fkillin phyfick, 
| have long fince heard of ; but what bufinefs 
br ane you hither? Sit down here and in- 
form me. This verdant feat, ftrow’d with 
leaves, is foft and pleafant, and to me far 
beyond the pompous dwellings of the great, 
ever obnoxious.to care and envy. Tell me 
freely whether you are come on a publick or 
private bufinefs;' whatever it be, you may 
depend on my readinefs to affift you... I 
came, reply’d I, to fee and converfe with 
the wife Democritus ; but I am obl iged to 
the whole city for the PPPORBRAY, being 
fent by them on. a publi ick embafly. You 
fhall zent faid he, be my gueft. You 
know, reply’d I, Philopemen your fellow 
citizen, who lives near the fountain Hermais, 
am Kis gueft in the city, but permit me, O 
Democritus, tobe yours here, and entertain 
me with an account of what you are now 
writing. Jam _ writin ing, anfwer'd he, after 
a fhort paufe, concerning madnefs, what it 
is, whence it arifes, 4 by what means it 
may beremoved. O ° yu ter’, ata I, moft 
ickily then will your difcourfe fit the pre- 
ont océafion: and ey the Beate fatire on 
the pity What city, faid he, turning fud- 
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fure i deftroying the works of god, but 
in order to difcover the nature and feat of the 
la ° 

of which you cannot 


bile, the redundance o 


be ignorant is the principal caufe of madnefs 
mong men, and inde Sl of many other dif. 


rders. Your obfervation, faidI, O De- 
me sae ge eda on Re ae Warts ae 
mocritus, 1s extremely jut. How fortu- 
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nate are you to be able to enjoy yourfelf and 
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ken of forrow; becaufe, as they fines rwards 


told me, they had never before feen him 


laugh fo Mpa sean which they look’d on 
as the ftrongeft fymptom of his madnef&, I 


L 
then afk’d him et a occafion:this ex- 
traordinary mirth. I told him, if I had 
faid any thing ridiculous, I would gladly 
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correct myfelf; and, if Ihad not, I hoped 


he would own he was to blame for this im- 
moderate laughter. If, faid he, you can 
convince me I am to blame for that, O 
Hippocrates, you will work a cure indeed. 
Would you not, faid I, think it abfurd to 
laugh at difeafes, death, madnefs, melan- 
cholly, or any other of the misfortunes in- 
cident to human life; or, on the other 
hand, at marriages, publick feftivals, reli- 
gious rites, honours, magiftracies, or the 
like? Would you laugh indifcriminately at 
every thing; at thofe, whom we fhould 
pity, and thofe, whom we fhould rejoice 
with; and thus make no diftin@tion be- 
tween good and evil? True, faid he, O 
Hippocrates; but you do not as yet know at 
what and whom Ilaugh; which, when you 
are acquainted with, Tam fatisfy’d you will 
own you have learn’d fomething from me 
that may repay the labour of your journey, 
and be of fervice both to yourfelf, and 
to your fellow-citizens. You will perhaps, 
in return, teach me the fcience of phyfick, 
when I fhall have fhew’d you with how 
much eagernefs men follow thofe things, 
which are of no value, and fpend their 
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lives in the purfuit of fuch only asare fit to 
to be laugh’d at and defpifed. Is man then, 
faid I, diforder’d and ignorant of his difeafe 
or can he not find out a remedy, and fend 
for affifttance? May he not. traverfe this 
whole globe for acure? And bye ond th 
there is nothing. Fall not into that. error, 
interrupted he, do not think rich nature fo 
poor and barren. Know, there is an infinite 
number of worlds befides this, which we 
inhabit. If you launch out into infinity, 
faid I, I fear you will AvED again. Pro- 
ceed, Me 19H 1, in your account of thofe 
HEE which, are the objects ey our mirth. 
7ou thin ik then, faid he, looking ftedfaftls 


y 
on me, | mak no difference between good 
and evil; but know, I laugh at only one 
kind of men; men ignorant of truth and 
virtue ; children in their Judgments, fub- 
jeCting themfelves to the great teft toils without 


the leaft real profit or advantage from them 3 
wandering in fearch of riches to the utmoft 
limits of the. earth; when in pofleffion 
of their defired wealth, no lefs anxtous 
for its prefervation; and ever dreading, 
not that tae (hould be really unhappy, 
but that they fhould be eftcem’d fo, 
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“geing Into the bowels of the earth 
for filver and gold, which when found 
they perhaps look on with contempt. 
Some lavifh away their fortunes in dogs and 
horfes, while others purchafe lands, houfes 
and eftates, and are mafters of every thing 
but themfelves. Some marry, and foon af- 
er part from their wives; firft love, then 
bring up children with care and foli- 
citude and then caft them off to poverty and 
ruin. Does not this deferve our laughter? 
Ts it not foolifh, irrational and next to mad- 
nefs, for men to be perpetually at variance 
with themfelves, without a thought of that 
quiet, which is alone defireable; to change 
their money into land; that land into mo- 
ney again ; always grafping at thofe riches, 
which when got they bury or {quander 
away? Fellow-citizens, brethren, and pa- 
rents deftroy each other for thofe poor - pof- 
feffions, which in a few years they muft all 
part with. They defpife their friends and 
country when deftitute and opprefs'd ; prize 
inanimate and idle triflesas real wealth ; give 
extravagant price for a dumb and lifelefs 
nd at the fame time contemn the 
truth, and the precepts of the wife; 
value 
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7 
value things merely from the difficulty of 
obtaining them; whilft they live on the 
continent, they envy the inhabitants of an 
ifland; if on an ifland, they will remove to 
the continent. Every man harangnes in 
praife of courage, and aéts himfelf like a 
Therfites; the flave of avarice, pride, lux- 
ury and every paflion in its turn. Why 
fhould not I, O Hippocrates, laugh at ail, 
when every man laughs at his neighbour’s 
follies without feeing hisown? ‘The fol- 
dier, the failor, the epicure, the lover, and 
the husbandman,afford mirth for each other. 
Hence arife eternal divifions among{t men, 
who violate the laws of truth and reafon and 
make themfelves unhappy, Nothing faid I, 
O Democritus, is more juft than what. you 
have obferved, or can better thew the mifer- 
able {tate of mankind; but the different 
actions, the various bufinefs and affairs of 
life, in which we are by the great law of 
nature engaged, muft make thefe diffentions 
and thefe errors unovoidable. We are born 
with an averfion to indolence and inactivity, 
and the ambition of excelling others may 
lead the wifeft into miftakes, Though we 
take the utmoft care, we cannot forefee 
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what will happen. He, that marries, does 
not think of a divorce. Whena man takes 
pains in the education of his children, he 
does not at that time know that death, or 
their own indifcretion, will deprive him of 
them. Itmuft be thus in many other cir- 
cumftances; we are led on by the hopes of 
good, and donot fee theill. Your laughter 
therefore is not in every thing defenfible. 
Hippocrates, reply’d Democritus, you mutt 
doubtlefs mifapprehend me. Ido not mean 
to laugh at fuch as aét with that prudence 
and difcretion, but at thofe only, who blind- 
ly purfue their inordinate defires, and never 
fuffer wifdom to direé&t them. To a wife 
man the viciflitude of human affairs, which 
like a wheel are always revolving, is a fuf- 
ficient monitor ; whilft thofe, onthe other 
hand, whom I deride, look on every thing 
as fix’d and invariable, and never being 
aware of accidents, or prepared againft 
them, are perpetually involved in calami- 
ties. If every one would act as well as he 
could, would not extend his. defires beyond 
their due bounds, but follow nature, and 
be content with what fhe alone could 
fupply him with, he might be happy. As 
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when the body is in perfe@ health, the paf- 
fions of men are moft ales and there- 
fore more to be dreaded ; fo in profperity 
we have generally the le aft caution. It 1s 
misfortune only, which makes us Hite! Some 
are indeed fo infenfible of every thing, which 
paffes round them, as to reap no advantage 
from daily experience; and even in the {pace 
of a long life, not fo to obferve what “his 
been, as to Fore ‘fee what may happen here- 
after, Thefe men are the objects of my 
laughter, who fuffer for their own folly and 
extravagance. The cunning® ¢ and artifice of 
mankind, which fhews itfelf in their mali- 
cious defigns againft each other, no wo rds 
cin exprefs; their Soak and frauds, their love o! 
pleafure, which they fc fo openly extol: and the 
bounds, which they ridiéufoatty fet to virtue. 
They embrace the a things, which they 
had condemn’d ; abhor the fea, nll are yet 
perpetually on it; leave off agriculture from 
difguit, and take it up again by choice ; 
part from one woman to marry another ; 
bury the children, which they had educated, 
and afterwards get more, and thus encreale 
their cares ; with fi or old age, and when 


comes 
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comes complain of it ; and are, in fhort, in 
no degree or condition of life whatever eafy 
or contented. Kings would be private men, 
and private men would be kings. The ftatef- 
man envies the happinefs of the low me- 
chanic, the mechanic extols the dignity of 
the ftatefman, and withes for his power and 
authority ; whilft, in the mean time, the 
fafe and eafy road of virtue is not feen, or 
if feen negleéted. Men prefer the rough 
and thorny paths, where they purfue each 
other, where all flip, and moft of them fall 
and are loft. Luft urges on fome to adulte- 
ry ; others are poifon’d by avarice, or given 
upto treachery and perfidioufnefs; and if 
by conferring a benefit they gain a friend, 
they quickly repent of their generofity, and 
make him their enemy; whilft thofe, who 
are raifed by ambition, fink under the weight 
of their crimes, and fall headlong into ruin 
and deftruction: What are thefe but in- 
fants, who are delighted with any thing that 
chance throws in their way? Where is the 
difference between them and the brutes, un- 
lefs indeed that the latter, when they have 
enough, are contented ? Does the lion bury 
his treafures in the earth; or the bull ufurp 
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a power over his fellow creatures, which he 
has no right to? The boar thirfts, but that 
thirft is foon quench’d; and the wolf, when 


he has laid his appetite, istame and gentle ; 


but infatiate man feafts day and night and 
yet is never fatisfy’d, Beatts propagate their 
{pecies as the proper feafons return, but man 
sa flave to his luft throughout the whole 
year; and fhall Inot, O Hippocrates, laugh 
at him, who complains that love hath robb’d 
him of all the bleffings of life, and drives 
him over feas, rocks, and precipices, and into 
athoufand dangers? Shall I not laugh at him, 
who curfes the fea for {wallowing up the 
fhip, which his ownavarice had funk by overla 
ding? For fuch follies laughter isnot fufficient: 
they deferve a feverer punifhment. May no 
remedy ever be apply’d to fuch difeafes!- I 
would not have them cured, Thefe 4 age ie 

fhould Sis ave taught you never to remove; 
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tor, who offs is fervices to mankind obtain’d 
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tent ; in youth mad and wicked; in man- 
hood-daring and infolent ; in age wither’d, 
faint, and miferable. Some are proud and 
revengeful, others drunken and incontinent ; 
fome perpetually imploy’d in fearch of er 
neizhbour’s wealth, others no lefs bufy in 
{quandering their own. Could we dete& 
the hidden actions of men, we fhould: fee 
them laying {nares to deceive each other ; 
fee their falfe joys and pretended forrows ; 
fee them betraying their friends, and 
over-reaching their enemies. Rich and poor, 
old and young, the fordid and the extrava- 
ant, the grave andthe gay, the wife and 
the foolith, all difflemble. Pictures, horfes, 
ftatues, and the like, amufe one half ; war, 
merchandife, agriculture, the forum, and 
the theatre engage the other. Who can fee 
fuch and refrain from laughter ; fuch as look 
on wifdom as the higheft folly, by whom 
even your art is defpifed? Phyfick has fuf- 
fer'd much both from envy and ingratitude ; 
for the fick man, when reftored to health, 
attributes his prefervation to fortune or the 
Gods: Many think themfelves indebted to 
the goodnefs of their conftitution only ° for 
their recovery, and treat their phyfician with 
contempt; 
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contempt; many from vanity condemn anart, 
which they are ignorant of; and envy prevents 
men from beftowing on. others of the fame 
profeflion that praife, which they deferve. I 
am fure, O Hippocrates, youare no ftranger to 
indignities of this kind, though I know you 
never willingly hurt the authors of them. 
At thefe words, O Damagetus, he {miled, 
and with fuch grace as made him appear in 
my eyes almoft divine. I then thus addrefs’d 
myfelf tohim. O moft excellent Democri- 
tus, Ifhall carry back to Cos the nobleft 
teftim onies of your bounty, when you thall 
have fill’d me with wifdom. I muft indeed 
report you deeply {fkill’d in the knowlege 
of human nature, and the inveftigator of 
truth. With my own mind reftored to vir- 
tue I depart, to take care of the bodies of 
others. To-morrow, I fhall return, Saying 
this, I arofe. He follow’d me, and put 
into my hands fome books. I went back 
tothe Abderites, who were waiting for me, 
O men of Abdera, faid I, Ireturn you my 
fincereft thanks for fending me to Demoerj- 
tus, whois, doubtlefs, the wifeft of mor- 
tals, and the only one capable of inftructing 
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mankind, This is what I had to inform | 
you of, O Damagetus, and which I now 
fend you with the utmoft fatisfaction, con- 
cerning Democritus. Farewell. 
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